
SIDELITES 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church January 2026

 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church will be held  
Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

We will have only one worship service that day, at 9:00 AM. 
 

All members of the congregation are encouraged to attend this meeting. Seventy-five voting 
members shall constitute a quorum. Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed 
members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation 
and shall have made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members of this congregation who 
have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every regular and 
special meeting of the congregation. 
 
There will be a church budget meeting on Sunday, January 18th, between services. At this meeting you 
will have the opportunity to discuss and ask questions about the 2026 Our Savior’s church budget. 
Copies of the 2025 Congregational Annual Report, including the 2026 proposed budget, will be 
available in the Social Hall and on our website by January 16th. 
 

 

Church Leadership, Staff, Committee, and Ministry Team reports to be included in 
the 2025 Annual Report are due no later than January 5th. Reports may be dropped 
off in the church office, or emailed to office@oursaviorsnewulm.org.  

 
 

Ministry Team Members and Leaders…Thank you for serving!  
Thank you to all those members who served in 2025. Your willingness to serve 
and participate in ministry through your leadership has made a huge 
difference! Thank you for sharing your gifts with Our Savior's Lutheran Church. 
 

 

Mission Trip Fundraiser 
January 25th – Brunch & Hot Chocolate 

A group of 26 youth and adults from Our Savior’s is preparing to go to Madison, WI for a week-long 
mission trip this coming summer. Can you help us get there? On Sunday, January 25th, after the 
Annual Meeting, the group will be serving up a delicious brunch with a free will offering to support 
the mission trip. Flavored hot chocolate will also be available for purchase, with a variety of toppings, 
along with individual “made-to-go” servings of homemade hot chocolate mix.  
 

Looking ahead, save the date for the Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 17th! 

mailto:office@oursaviorsnewulm.org


A Fresh Start 
 

Do you ever long for a fresh start? As we turn the calendar to 2026, many of us 
might find ourselves hoping for new beginnings. Fresh starts show up in countless 
ways: a new year, a new school or job, a move, retirement, becoming a parent or 
grandparent, or even small things like a blank calendar, a clean countertop, a fresh 
snowfall, or the first page of a new book. Rekindled friendships, new plans after a 
diagnosis, or simply waking up to a new day are all ways we experience “fresh 
starts” regularly in our lives. 
 

In all these moments, our faith reminds us that God has the ability and is the one who “makes all things new.” 
Scripture anchors us in this promise: God is doing a new thing (Isaiah 43:19), in Christ we are made new 
creations (2 Corinthians 5:17), and through baptism we walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). Revelation 
assures us that God is making all things new, and that these promises are trustworthy and true (Revelation 
21:5). 
 
We experience fresh starts each time we gather for worship. Confession and Forgiveness offers us a clean 
slate for the day and week. Sharing the peace of Christ reconnects us with one another. Baptism—whether 
our own or one we witness—reminds us that we are washed, welcomed, and continually renewed as God’s 
children. 
 
But it doesn’t have to end there. We carry those reminders with us from worship into the week ahead. Every 
morning becomes its own beginning: a chance to remember that God loves us, forgives us, and invites us again 
into newness of life—day in and day out, God gives us a fresh start. 
 
May this new year bring the fresh start your heart longs for. 
 
God’s peace be with you all. 
Pastor Amy 
 

 

Bible Study on the Book of Revelation 
Sundays and Tuesdays, beginning January 4th – This is a seven week study. 

 

Sundays – Between services. Bring your coffee to the Upper Room after first service! 
(No bible study on January 18th or January 25th) 

Tuesdays – 1:00PM in the Church Library. 
 
Why Revelation? 
Revelation is a wild and wooly text full of visions and beasts and dragons and fire and fear. But at its core, 
Revelation is a book of promise and hope. In this study we will have a conversation about how the last book of 
the Bible might offer a beginning for us as people of faith.  
 
With this seven-part video-based Bible study, you’ll hear stories that invite you to see the promise of God 
calling from the pages of Revelation. You’ll build skills to read Scripture from its original context and in ways 
that resonate with our daily lives. With beautifully filmed videos and a helpful discussion guide, you’ll have 
everything you need to hear a word of hope in a disorienting and chaotic world. 



Retired Persons Coffee 
Retired Persons Coffee meets on Wednesday, January 7th, from 9:00AM - 
10:00AM. Come for coffee, a treat, and great conversation! If you are willing to 
make coffee or bring a treat, let Pastor Kathy know. 

 
Faith & Books will meet on Wednesday, January 14th , at 5:30 PM in the church library. The 
book for January is The Lion Women of Tehran, by Marjan Kamali. All are welcome. Looking 
ahead: The book for February is Saving Emma, Allen Eskens.  

 
 

Baby Book Club 
Baby Book Club meets on January 18th, between services in the church nursery. The book we will read in 
January is “Here’s the Reason God Made Me.” When you sign up in advance, you will receive a copy of the 
book we read that day. Whether you sign up in advance or not, you are invited to attend for this special time 
with parents and children (ages 0-3). Contact Pastor Kathy with questions. 

 
Garden Terrace Residents! 

Come for Coffee, Conversation & Communion with Pastor Amy on Thursday, January 22nd at 10:00AM, in the 
Community Room of Building 2 (1001 North Garden Street). 

 
Wednesday Night Suppers 

We gather on Wednesday evenings for suppers from 5:00PM-6:15PM! All proceeds from the free will offering 
go to support Wednesday LinC programming.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Corner: 
 

As we step into the new year, it’s a beautiful time to pause and reflect on the past twelve months with 
gratitude. The challenges we faced brought valuable lessons, and the joys we experienced reminded us of the 
blessings that surround us each day. Carrying forward both the wisdom gained and the appreciation for what 
we have, we begin this new chapter with open hearts—thankful for the past, hopeful for the future, and ready 
to embrace the opportunities that await. 
 
The January Noisy Offering is for Operation Concern. This funding source offers meaningful support to 
individuals facing difficult times. 

 
We are in need of food to fill the Food Library. Please consider donating non-perishable, 
weather appropriate foods (no cans or bottles please). Donations can be left in the 
wooden box outside the church office, or placed directly into the Food Library any time! 

 

January 7th: Pulled Pork Sandwiches 

January 14th: Pancakes 

January 21st: Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

January 28th: Spaghetti 

February 4th: Pizza 



Snacks for Wednesday After School LinC 
We are asking for donations of individually-wrapped treats 
that we can easily have ready for the kids when they get 
here after school. There is a box marked “Wednesday LinC 
Snacks” by the church office. If you would be willing to 
donate treats for the children, we would greatly appreciate 
it. Here is the list of snacks we are looking for, and again, 
they need to be individually-wrapped.  

 

 

It’s that time of year again! Time to think 
about signing up for Bible Camp. 

We have spots reserved for  
WEEK 2: June 21-25, 2026 

 
After January 14th you can still register, but 

our spots will be released for general 
registration, so you may be put on a wait list. 

 
OSLC pays ½ of the cost for each camper with 

codes: 
Half Blast Program: OSLCHALFBLAST 
Full Week Programs: OSLCFULLWEEK 

 
Please watch for a letter in the mail soon with 
more information. If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Lindsay. 
 

 

Women's Retreat at Shores of St. Andrew, The Village 
March 6-8, 2026 

Cost: $200 or free for the first ten Our Savior’s women with kids at home. Please speak to one of 
the pastors about registering. 
 

Take a holy pause. Step away from daily stressors and escape to Shores of St. Andrew for a weekend of 
spiritual freedom, fellowship, and fun. Together, we’ll dig deeper into the stories of women in the New 
Testament and explore how their witness continues to shape our faith lives today. Through discussion, 
reflection, and creative practices—like watercolor, journaling, doodling, prayer pebbles, and hands-on prayer 
stations—you’ll be invited to encounter scripture in new ways. Each participant will create their own scripture 
journal, a personal space to write, create, and reflect while sharing perspectives with others. Register on-line 
unless you are registering in the group that is free from Our Savior’s. Register by Tuesday, February 24th. 

Fruit Snacks Small bags of Gold Fish Crackers 

Fruit Roll Ups Small bags of potato chips 

Granola Bars Little Debbie snacks 

Small bags of Animal Crackers (or other cookies) 



A NEW NAME, A CONTINUED MISSION 
Water is one of the simplest and best gifts from God. It is where Jesus called disciples, gathered 
crowds, and transformed lives. In baptism, we are claimed and sent to share God’s love. With this deep 
spiritual meaning in mind, we are excited to announce a new chapter in our ministry: Green Lake 
Lutheran Ministries is becoming Water’s Edge Ministries. This change is more than just a name—it is a 
reflection of who we are and the mission we continue to live out every day. 
 

 
WHY THE NAME CHANGE? 
For decades, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries has provided meaningful faith experiences through camps, 
retreats, service opportunities, and community gatherings. As our ministry has grown and expanded, 
we recognized that our name needed to better reflect: 

• Clarity & Accessibility – Our previous name sometimes created confusion, as people associated 
it with only one location. The name “Green Lake Lutheran Ministries” can feel too tied to one 
location, even though our ministry spans multiple sites and nationwide programs like Serve 
Boldly. 

• A Name that Reflects Our Mission – “Water’s Edge” symbolizes the place where Jesus met, 
called, and transformed people—just as we do in our camps, retreats, and accompaniment 
programs. 

• A Unifying Identity – Our three camps--Green Lake Bible Camp, Shores of St. Andrew Bible 
Camp, and Camp House—will keep their names, but the new organizational name unites all we 
do under a clear, inspiring vision. 
 

W H A T  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U  
If you love and support this ministry, you can expect the same welcoming spaces, Christ-centered 
programs, and life-changing experiences.  
 
At the heart of this ministry are the friendships, campfires, songs, worships, and the moments when faith 
comes alive. We are excited for the future and grateful for each of you who make this ministry possible. 

 
Advent Festival 2025 

Thank you to Bridget Phifer for organizing another amazing Advent Festival this year! 
 

   



LinC Christmas Program 
Thank you to Madeline Cacciatore-Warta, Lindsay Medina, and all our Wednesday and Sunday LinC 

volunteers for a wonderful Christmas Program! 
 

   
 

   
 

   
  



January 2026 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
Prokosch Baptism  

9:00am Worship  

10:00am Fellowship  

29 30 31 1 
Church Office 

Closed  

2 3 
8:30am 

Men's Bible 

Study  

4 
8:30am Worship  

9:30am Fellowship  

9:40am Bible Study  

9:40am Sunday LinCt  

10:30am Worship  

4:00pm Cub Scout Den 

Meeting  

5 
Annual Reports 

Due  

6 
9:00am Staff Meeting  

1:00pm Bible Study  

7 
9:00am Retired Persons 

Coffee  

10:00am WELCA Board 

Meeting  

3:30pm Wednesday LinCt  

5:00pm Wednesday Suppers  

5:45pm Adult Handbells  

6:30pm 5th & 6th Grade Youth 

Group  

6:30pm Adult Choir  

6:30pm Confirmation  

7:30pm Worship  

8 
9:00am Immanuel 

Circle  

10:00am Ridgeway 

on German Service  

11:00am Ridgeway 

on 23rd Service  

3:30pm Oak Hills 

Worship Service  

9 
10:00am MRCI 

Activity  

10 
8:30am 

Men's Bible 

Study  

6:00pm Cub 

Scout 

Parent 

Meeting  

11 
1st Grade Bible Milestone  

8:30am Worship  

9:30am Fellowship  

9:40am Bible Study  

9:40am Sunday LinCt  

10:30am Worship  

12 13 
9:00am Staff Meeting  

1:00pm Bible Study  

5:30pm Adult Ministry 

Team  

6:00pm Youth Ministry 

Team  

14 
9:00am Cards of Caring  

1:00pm Beautiful Savior Circle  

3:30pm Wednesday LinCt  

5:00pm Wednesday Suppers  

5:30pm Faith & Books  

5:45pm Adult Handbells  

6:30pm 5th & 6th Grade Youth 

Group  

6:30pm 7th & 8th Grade 

Confirmation  

6:30pm Adult Choir  

7:30pm Worship  

15 
9:30am Conference 

Rostered Leaders  

5:00pm Deacons 

Ministry Team  

6:00pm Cub Scout 

Pack Meeting  

16 
10:00am MRCI 

Activity  

17 
8:30am 

Men's Bible 

Study  

18 
8:30am Worship  

9:30am Fellowship  

9:40am Budget Meeting  

9:45am Baby Book Club  

10:30am Worship  

4:00pm Cub Scout Den 

Meeting  

19 
Sidelites 

Deadline  

 

12:30pm Snow 

Tubing  

20 
9:00am Staff Meeting  

1:00pm Bible Study  

6:00pm Mission Ministry 

Team  

6:00pm Stewardship 

Team  

21 
3:30pm Wednesday LinCt  

5:00pm Wednesday Suppers  

5:45pm Adult Handbells  

6:30pm 5th & 6th Grade Youth 

Group  

6:30pm Adult Choir  

6:30pm Confirmation  

7:30pm Worship  

22 
9:00am Blessed 

Bottoms Prep  

10:00am Coffee at 

Garden Terrace  

6:00pm Cub Scouts 

Den Meeting  

23 
8:30am 

Sidelites Group  

10:00am MRCI 

Activity  

24 
8:30am 

Men's Bible 

Study  

25 
Noisy Offering Sunday  

9:00am Worship  

9:40am Sunday LinCt  

10:00am Annual 

Meeting of the 

Congregation  

26 27 
9:00am Quilting Group  

9:00am Staff Meeting  

1:00pm Bible Study  

6:00pm Facilities & 

Grounds Team  

6:30pm Finance 

Committee  

7:00pm Church Council 

Meeting  

28 
11:45am Food Shelf 

Volunteering  

3:30pm Wednesday LinCt  

5:00pm Wednesday Suppers  

5:45pm Adult Handbells  

6:30pm 5th & 6th Grade Youth 

Group  

6:30pm Adult Choir  

6:30pm Confirmation  

7:30pm Worship  

29 
3:00pm Pro Kinship 

Annual Meeting  

30 
10:00am MRCI 

Activity  

31 
8:30am 

Men's Bible 

Study  

 

WEATHER RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
If weather is in question, please check our website and Facebook page for any cancellations or 
postponements. For midweek classes and programs, we’ll follow the lead of New Ulm Public Schools. If ISD 
#88 dismisses early, choirs, confirmation, and groups will not meet. We will also not hold evening suppers. Be 
sure to follow us at facebook.com/oslcnewulm to stay up to date. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm


 

 
 

 
 

1400 South State Street       
New Ulm, MN 56073      Address Service Requested 

Phone: 507-233-4430    
Website: www.oursaviorsnewulm.org 
www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm     
                
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 
Wednesday Worship – 7:30 PM  
 
 

Television Broadcasts 

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)  

Mon.–7:00 PM; Thurs. – 5:00 PM 
4th Thursday of the month – 6:00 PM 
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