SIDELITES

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church August 2026

Together in Ministry

“Together in Ministry,” is how | close most of the letters | write to the congregation or
to groups within the congregation. | like the reminder that the ministry of our
congregation is done together. We are all a part of this ministry. Whether it is
volunteering at worship, being a confirmation small group leader, baking for the
WELCA bake sale, building faith chests, filling the food library, or making cards, we do
this ministry together. Even if you aren’t a parent or a small group leader, you are part
of the confirmation ministry with your financial support, prayers, and encouragement.
The same can be said for all of our ministries, all we do, we do together. It is never just
one person. | sign letters this way because | think it’s important that each person understands they are an
integral part of the ministry of our congregation.

The staff and ministry teams are busy preparing for a new program year at Our Savior’s. These ministries are
only possible with your help. Many volunteers are needed for children’s and youth ministry. Ushers and other
worship volunteers are needed each week. Wednesday suppers, WELCA, food shelf, outdoor work... these are
other ministries that need help, too. | hope you will prayerfully consider how you can be a part of
confirmation, LinCt, or other ministries this school year. Together, we will continue to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Together, we are the church. Together, with God’s help, the ministries of Our Savior’s will
continue to grow and thrive as we serve God and God’s people.

Pastor Kathy

Wednesday Night Worship — August 12" Wedneseay INGhE
6:30PM Worship with Holy Communion Weosship)
7:00PM Fellowship with Ice Cream/1919 Root Beer Floats
Tournaments, lake cabins, family trips and family reunions are a

Join us for a special monthly summer
worship service! We will have hymns,
prayer, scripture, and Holy Communion.
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hymns, prayer, scripture, message, and Holy Communion. Come as
you are! Come to worship, to reconnect with your church family,
and to receive God’s grace and mercy in the bread and wine.

Save the Date - Reunion Sunday
September 13 at 9:00AM (one service only). Stay tuned for more information!

Our Savior’s is the Election Polling Place for New Ulm Ward 4. Please be aware that there
will be increased traffic around our building on Primary Election Day, Tuesday, August 11%".




August 12t, Noon — 2:00PM - Pizza and Nine Square at church for those
entering grades 7-12. Bring a friend!

August 26", 9:00PM — 10:00PM — Appetizers and Conversation at
Applebee’s for those entering Grades 9-12

Confirmation for Grades 7-9

Information and Key Dates
Registration: It is time for youth in grades 7-9 to register for Confirmation. While you will also receive a letter
with all of the details for confirmation in August, you can register now by going to our church website. Even if
you have attended in previous years, we ask all students to register so that we have current information.

Small Group Leaders: After a large group presentation on the topic for the class, students go to small groups
for 30-40 minutes. We need 8-10 small group leaders. If you are interested in being a small group leader or
would like more information, please contact one of the pastors.

September 9" — Parent Meeting at 7:00PM — This meeting is for parents of seventh grade students, and
parents of students who are new to confirmation in grades eight and nine.

September 16" — Confirmation Large Group, Small Groups and Worship for grades 7-9 begins. We meet
Wednesdays from 6:30PM — 8:00PM.

September 30" — Confirmation for Grade Ten begins. Class is from 8:00PM — 8:45PM. Class dates are
September 30, October 7, and October 21. Confirmation Sunday is October 25,

2027 ELCA Youth Gathering — Minneapolis
I MAG I N Youth in 8t-12t grade this year: Mark your calendar! The ELCA Youth Gathering that
takes place every three years will be in Minneapolis next summer, with OSLC's trip
dates being June 27 - July 2, 2027. Watch for more information to be mailed out this
month, as we will need to register this fall. Alongside the youth gathering, there is
also a Young Adult Gathering for ages 18-35 during the same dates. Take a look at the info that will be coming
or check it out online at www.elca.org/gathering, and let Pastor Amy know if you are interested!

New To LinCt Meeting
September 9" at 6:30PM — 7:00PM
New to Our Children’s Programming? If your family is new to LinCt (Living in Christ Together) please join us for
a brief parent meeting to learn the basics of LinCt. We'll cover:

e Bussing

e Student pick-up procedures

e Snack information

e Program expectations

¢ And answer any questions you may have

We look forward to meeting you and helping your family get off to a great start!


http://www.elca.org/gathering

Living in Christ Together
Faith Formation on Wednesdays and Sundays
Wednesdays Beginning September 16
Sundays Beginning September 20" (meet & greet day)

JINCT

Living IN Christ Together &

LinCt for Kindergarten through 6™ Grade is offered on Wednesday afternoon or Sunday morning, and families
may choose either day. Our Preschoolers (3 and 4 year olds as of September 1%t) have LinCt on Sunday
mornings only. Registration is open now online at http://www.oursaviorsnewulm.org/linct-online-
registration.html or watch for our mailing in early August!

Wednesdays at Our Savior’s Sundays at Our Savior’s

3:30PM — LinCt (Grades K-6) & Youth Handbells 8:30AM — Worship*

5:00PM — Wednesday Suppers (all ages) 9:30 AM — Fellowship

5:45PM — Adult Handbells 9:40AM — LinCt (Preschool-Grade 6)
6:30PM — Adult Choir 10:30AM — Worship*

6:30PM - 5t and 6™ Grade Youth Group

6:30PM - 8:00PM — Confirmation (Grades 7-9) *Sunday Worship times beginning
7:30PM — Worship (All ages) September 20t *

LinCt is looking for volunteers to help us teach and raise up faithful kids.
Teaching can be an intimidating prospect, but it is such a rewarding part of
faith. When you teach, you learn more about yourself, find joy in being with
our kids, and become a part of God’s blessings in this world. Please consider
volunteering! If you are interested in helping with LinCt, please get in touch
with Lindsay!
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LinCt Teachers Needed
Wednesday LinCt+ Snack Helpers

We are looking for volunteers to serve snacks for LinCt each Wednesday of the school year. This simple job
makes the world of difference for our program! The snacks are prepackaged, so the tasks include organizing
the snacks in baskets and assisting with clean up. It would require being in the kitchen from 3:00PM — 4:00PM
on the Wednesdays of LinCt. Please contact Lindsay with any questions, and sign up in the Social Hall!

Snacks for our Wednesday After School LinCt Program:
We are asking for donations of individually-wrapped treats that we can easily have ready for the kids when
they get here after school. There will be a box marked “Wednesday LinCt Snacks” by the church office. If you
would be willing to donate treats for the children, we would greatly appreciate it. Here is the list of snacks we
are looking for, and again, they need to be individually-wrapped.

Fruit Snacks Small bags of Gold Fish Crackers
Fruit Roll Ups Small bags of potato chips (or other chips)
Granola Bars Little Debbie snacks

Small bags of Animal Crackers (or other cookies)


http://www.oursaviorsnewulm.org/linct-online-registration.html
http://www.oursaviorsnewulm.org/linct-online-registration.html

Adult Choir Director Wanted!
Our Savior’s is seeking an Adult Choir Director. The Adult Choir Director provides musical leadership for the
Adult Choir at Our Savior’s. They will choose anthems for the choir that fit the theme of the worship services
and that are appropriate to the make-up of the choir. He/she is accountable to the congregation through the
Church Council. The schedule is Wednesdays, approximately 6:00PM - 7:30PM (about 30 Wednesdays, from
September — May); Sundays approximately 7:30AM - 9:30AM or 9:30AM - 11:30AM (18 Sundays, from
September-May); Special Services: Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Christmas Eve, etc. Salary is paid monthly,
September-May. Please contact Pastor Kathy with any questions.

Wednesday Supper Volunteers and Donations
Wednesday Night Suppers begin on September 16™. This wonderful ministry brings people of all ages together
on Wednesday nights to share a meal and conversation. Not to mention how helpful it is to families on busy
Wednesdays! We are looking for volunteers to bring bars (they can be homemade or store bought), help with
simple food prep in the church kitchen, serving, and doing dishes. We have some great volunteers already,
and are hoping to find more to join them! A sign up sheet will be available in September.

Starting in September, we will be adjusting the way we share prayer requests and pray aloud in worship.
Beginning this fall, our bulletin will include two prayer lists. The first will include those with new or immediate
concerns or needs for prayer. These names will also be included in the spoken prayers during worship. The
second printed list will be our ongoing prayer requests, including members who reside in congregate care
settings, as well as those who are living with chronic illnesses, or undergoing long-term treatment, care or
recovery. In worship, we will encourage people to pray for everyone on our prayer lists. Please continue to let
Pastor Kathy, Pastor Amy or the church office know when you’d like to be on or off the prayer list or moved
from one list to the other.

This change allows us, as a congregation, to continue holding all of these individuals in prayer while also
focusing our spoken prayers during worship on those facing new or immediate circumstances. You are
encouraged to use both lists throughout the week as part of your personal prayers, trusting that God hears
every prayer we offer, whether spoken aloud in worship or lifted up quietly in our day-to-day.

Baby Book Club

For Parents and Children Ages 0-3.
Baby Book Club begins again on Sunday, September 20%™. The book for i
September is “God’s Wonderful World: A Book about the Five Senses,” by Kristen I
McCurry. Baby Book Club is a gathering for parents and children ages 0-3. We
meet once a month in the church nursery, from 9:45AM — 10:15AM. We pray,
read a book, discuss a topic, and parents have a chance to get to know other
parents who have children in this age group. Signing up in advance is helpful, but
not necessary. Those who sign up in advance, receive a copy of the book we read
to take home. Sign up starting in August on the bulletin board in the Social Hall
or by emailing the church office: office@oursaviorsnewulm.org. Most months
we will meet on the third Sunday of the month.



mailto:office@oursaviorsnewulm.org

Faith and Books

Faith and Books is a group that meets once a month during the school year to discuss a book that relates to
faith, relationships, and what is going on in the world. You can come once or every month. We typically meet
the second Wednesday at 5:30PM (occasionally we will meet on the third Wednesday). All are welcome!
These are the books for 2026-2027:

e September 16" — Theo of Golden, Allen Levi

e October 215t — The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane, Lisa See

e November 11" — Twice, Mitch Albom

e December 9t — Comfort and Joy, Kristin Hannah

e January — The Correspondent, Virginia Evans

e February — Code Name Helene, Ariel Lawhon

e March — The Authenticity Project, Clare Pooley

e April — A Fall of Marigolds, Susan Meissner

e May— The One Good Thing, Kevin Milne
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Thanks for your generous donation to Laundry Love. The number of clients needing help with their laundry is
really increasing. Your donation will be greatly appreciated. Blessings,

Friends at Our Savior’s,

-  The LL Crew

Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran,

Thank you for making a mission support gift to Water’s Edge Ministries, from all of us! Your generosity is
strengthening the future of the church and outdoor ministries, like Nick, and Assistant Program Director from
last summer:

“One summer of working at camp isn’t enough because there’s so much to teach and even more to learn!
Every summer brings a new curriculum, new program interpretations, and more lessons to teach youth. At
camp, God inspires us to keep building on existing skills and learning new ones to carry through each
chapter of our lives. Thank you for sharing in this!”

We can do such great things working together! Thank you for walking alongside us. Sincerely,

- Travis Aufderheide, Executive Director

Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your generous donation to Lutheran Social Service. The funds will be used to provide emergency
child care.

- Kate Hengy-Gretz, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota



® Meal Train®

for:

The Budahn Family

Visit this link or scan the QR Code:
mealtrain.com/y04101

- GOLF OUT CANCER -
A BENEFIT FOR
ALEX & KARISSA (WINDSCHITL) FENSKE

9 HOLES
Mayflower —, Saturday,
@ Golf Club l::@:I September 26
46321 Co Rd 39, Fairfax 9:30 AM Shotgun Start
(o]
Entry Fee: N /,
* $65per pluyer. All proceeds will support
Cart and meal included the Fenskes as Alex fights
to kick brain cancer.
Meal: 3
¢ Free will donation for *
non-golfers
SPONSORA

Other Event Highlights:
e Silent Auction HOLE FOR $100

e 50/50 Raffle
e Other Fun Games

Contact Matt Hardin with
Questions or to Register
507-227-0989



August 2026
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Noisy Offering Sunday 'Youth Mission Trip 'Youth Mission Trip 'Youth Mission Trip 'Youth Mission Trip 'Youth Mission Trip
Youth Mission Trip 6:00pm Facilities & Grounds
9:00am Worship Team
10:00am Adult Bible Study 6:00pm Mission Ministry Team
10:00am Fellowship 6:30pm Finance Committee
7:00pm Church Council
Meeting
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00am Worship 9:00am Staff Meeting[10:00am Ridgeway on
10:00am Adult Bible Study German Service
10:00am Fellowship 11:00am Ridgeway on
23rd Service
3:30pm Oak Hills
\Worship Service
4:00pm Pro Kinship
Monthly Meeting
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
9:00am Worship Primary Election Polling |9:00am Cards of 9:00am Blessed 9:00am
10:00am Adult Bible Study Place Caring Bottoms Prep Blessed
10:00am Fellowship 9:00am Staff Meeting 12:00pm Pizza & Bottoms
11:30am Staff Lunch Outdoor Games Distribution
5:30pm Adult Ministry 6:30pm Worship
Team 7:00pm Fellowship
6:00pm Youth Ministry
Team
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00am Worship 9:00am Staff Meeting 9:00am Twins Game [4:00pm Oak Hills
10:00am Adult Bible Study 6:00pm Stewardship 5:30pm Blessed Memorial Service
10:00am Fellowship Team Bottoms Distribution [5:00pm Deacons
Ministry Team
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Noisy Offering Sunday Sidelites Deadline [9:00am Staff Meeting 11:45am Food Shelf 8:30am Sidelites
9:00am Worship 6:00pm Facilities & \Volunteering Group
10:00am Adult Bible Study Grounds Team 9:00pm Appetizers &
10:00am Fellowship 6:00pm Mission Ministry [Conversation
Team
6:30pm Finance
Committee
7:00pm Church Council
Meeting
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
9:00am Worship First Day of School ISD #88 10:00am Ridgeway on
10:00am Adult Bible Study 9:00am Staff Meeting German Sgrvice
. 11:00am Ridgeway on 23rd
10:00am Fellowship Service
3:30pm Oak Hills Worship
Service
4:00pm Pro Kinship Monthly
Meeting

Church Office Summer Hours

The church office will be closed on Monday, September 7,

Monday to Friday
8:00 AM —12:00 Noon

for the Labor Day holiday.
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Summer Worship Schedule Television Broadcasts

Sunday Worship —9:00 AM (Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)
Mon.—7:00 PM; Thurs. —5:00 PM
4™ Thursday of the month — 6:00 PM
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“*SAVIOR’S .. Welcoming

community, experiencing GOd,
reaching out and raising up followers of

Jesus Christ
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