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The Lattle Red Hen

Once Upon a Time, the Little Red Hen was getting ready to send her preschooler to Sunday School.

She said, “Cluck, Cluck, Cluck! TI’ll send my three year old to preschool so she can learn about God,
and soon, dear friends, she will start to grow in faith. Now, who will help me?”

“Not L,” said the Duck. “I’m reading the paper.”

“Not I,” said the Mouse. “I’m too busy with my grocery list and shopping.”

“Not I,” said the Cow. “I don’t know how to teach.”

“Then I'll sing, and color and have snack myself,” said the Little Red Hen. And she did.

In a few years, the Little Red Hen was ready to send her seventh grader to both Sunday School and
Confirmation classes.

“Cluck, Cluck, Cluck!” said the Little Red Hen. “I will send my seventh grader to Sunday School and
Confirmation to learn about the Catechism and bible, and soon, dear friends, he/she will grow even more in
faith. Now, who will help me?”

“Not I,” said the Duck. “I’m still reading the paper AND drinking coffee.”

“Not I,” said the Mouse. “I’m too busy and need to clean my house!”

“Not L,” said the Cow. “I wouldn’t know what to say to SEVENTH graders.”

“Then I’ll tell them the stories myself,” she said. And she did.

Now the Little Red Hen was ready to send her precious child to high school so he/she could graduate
and go to college with the word of the Lord in his/her heart.

“Cluck, Cluck, Cluck” she said. “I will send my high schooler to Sunday School and
Youth Gatherings, and soon dear friends he/she will grow even MORE in faith and remember it when he/she is
on her/his own. Now, I’m getting a little burned out here, so who will help me?”

“Not I,” said the Duck. “I’ve moved on to magazines.”

“Not I,” said the Mouse. “I’m getting too old!”

“Not L,” said the Cow. “I’m sure high schoolers wouldn’t like me.”

“Then I will share the Word and encourage my child myself,” she said. And she did.

Now, the Little Red Hen’s child is all grown up and ready to be an adult in the church.

“Cluck, Cluck, Cluck!” said the Little Red Hen. “I will send my adult child to church and have him/her
share his/her gifts with the congregation, and soon dear friends he/she will help others grow in their faith. Now,
who would like my dear grown up child to help in the church?”

“I do!” said the Duck. “Could he/she lector next Sunday?”

“I do!” said the Mouse. “Could he/she serve in the kitchen for the luncheon?”

“I do!” said the Cow. “Could he/she teach Sunday School for me? They keep bugging me!”

“What?” said the Little Red Hen? “I asked for help time and again, but no one did. Maybe | will keep
my adult child all to myself! Cluck Cluck! Cluck!”

“No, Mom,” said the now young adult child. “Remember our baptismal promises? I’'m willing to help
Duck, Mouse and Cow. Will you?”

submitted by Becky Eikanger on behalf of the Board of Education

(Look further into the newsletter to see the many needs and the ways you can help with our Sunday School
ministry.)



Ministry Focus

All Board Meeting
June 29, 2010

The Our Savior’s Church Council has
scheduled an all-board meeting for Tuesday,
June 29" at 7:30. An “all board” meeting was
held last fall and was a good opportunity for the
various board members to share in fellowship.

At the council meeting in May, we discussed
the need for OSLC to begin looking to the
future of our church, from staffing to outreach
to services and more. At the all board meeting
on June 29" we will be taking some time to
discuss these issues. Each board of Our
Savior’s has been invited to discuss the
following questions:

e What do we see God calling us to do?

e What do we value as a church community?
Why?

e Are we doing those things well? Why do
we think so?

e What can/should we being doing better as a
church community?

e  Where does your board see its role in the
vision/future of OSLC?

In addition, Larry Strenge, the Director for
Evangelical Outreach for the Southwestern
Minnesota Synod will share his insights on
outreach and evangelism with the boards of Our
Savior’s.

Kwik Trip Card fundraiser continues!

We will be receiving 10% of everything we sell
until July. The youth group raised about $5000
during the first year of the fundraiser. Thanks for
your support!

“Others have questioned if hunger exists in our
country; I can tell you that hunger does exist in this
country. For many adults and children, going to
sleep hunger is not a threat, it’s a regular
occurrence. And it must end.”

Former USDA Secretary, Mike Espy

Three hundred seven
students need you!

Did you know that is how many children we have
that are ages 3-18? Some of these students come
only to Sunday School, some only to Confirmation,
and some to both. We need sixty volunteers for
Sunday School and another ten ,
for Confirmation. A variety of ”ﬂ@( {

volunteers are needed: teachers, ///f n\“) 5\\/\?(\5 '“‘g\
rotation leaders, shepherds, / / ”b
principals, puppeteers, snacks .\/\ -
preparers, craft leaders, data RIS @ 3 S

entry helpers, small group Share Gods Wopd
leaders, and those willing to talk about their faith

informally with a small group of students. Some
volunteers are needed for only 20 minutes or less a
week. Some volunteers are needed for only a one
time activity. Some are needed for five-ten week
commitments. There are so many different ways to
help our 307 students learn about God’s love for
them through Jesus. It is our way of supporting and
helping parents carry out the promises they made at
their child’s baptism. Please carefully read the
enclosed volunteer form and see how it is you will
help our children and youth grow in their faith.

The summer mission trip to the Lake
Traverse Reservation in Sisseton, South
Dakota will
take place

July 18-23.
Our youth and
adults will be
spending the
week painting
homes, doing
light house
repair, and
leading Kids Club (this is very similar to Vacation
Bible School). Please keep this group in your
prayers this month that this will be a time of
growing in their faith, a time to grow together as a
group, a time to learn about a new culture, and a
time to learn about serving.




Pastor Todd’ s
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good
understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.”
Psalm 111:10

“Have you read any good books lately?”
This was the question a friend of mine recently
asked me as we were having lunch. I knew | was in
trouble, for I have been so busy with other matters
that I had not taken time to do much reading. All |
could reply with was, “Nope.” The guilt had already
stung me, because | knew how important it is for
me as a pastor to keep up on my reading list. So |
have made a plan, to go through my library and do a
little reading this summer. Some of my reading will
be theology, some of it will be on leadership, and of
course much of it will be scripture.

As people of faith, and disciples of Jesus, we
are called to be learners. We are invited to take up
the reading of scripture, to deepen our knowledge of
God’s work in our world. We may even be
challenged to ask questions about the how’s and
why’s of the Christian life. The Psalmist tells us
that, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of all
wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good
understanding.” Here the Psalmist is telling us that
we can discover the awe and wonder of God in our
searching of the scripture and in deepening our
understanding of his Word.

So this summer, | encourage you to stop by
the Our Savior’s library and pick up a good book.
Also, pick up the “Good Book™ and in it you will
discover for yourself the beginning of wisdom.

Soli Deo Gloria!
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Pastor Todd

Summer Office Hours:
Calls will be answered in
the church office from
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM,
Monday through Friday.

T i d b Paste’s Pondering:

How’s your prayer life?
A person challenged me and said, “Give me three
minutes and I will change your world.” Does that
sound too good to be true? I think the statement
should be, “Give God three minutes and he will
change your world.” Three minutes can make a
huge difference. Consider what you do in three
minutes. You wait at a stop light. You pump gas,
change a diaper, drink pop or coffee, check e-mail,
play a song on the radio or i-Pod, answer a phone
call, the list could go on. The standard half hour of
television contains 22 minutes of program and 8
minutes of commercials. So, here are a few
challenges for you.

1. Find a time during your day to take a three
minute break for prayer — when watching
TV hit the mute button and pray through the
commercials.

2. Atastop light, instead of complaining, pray
for the people in your car or give thanks to
God for creation around you.

3. As you begin your day, even before you get
out of bed, take three deep breaths and pray:
“Good morning Lord. I begin my day with
you. Here | am, your servant. | give you
thanks for this day and help me to see you in
others. Thank you for the grace of being
alive this morning. Thank You for the
chance to make a new beginning. Amen.”

4. Pause at noon and pray: “Thank you for the
morning and for your presence. Keep me
safe and use me to encourage those | meet in
the afternoon. Amen.”

5. Before you go to sleep, take three breaths
and pray: “Thank you for the day that has
been, for the good | was able to do. Help me
rest in your peace. Into Your hands this
night, I commend my spirit. Into Your ears |
pour out all my troubles. Into Your loving
heart | humbly confide my sins and failings.
Watch over me during this night, that
tomorrow | may serve and praise You.
Amen”

Prayer is an adventure and a conversation with

God connects us to one another. May you be

changed as you pause and make time for God

our creator. May you be surprised to see how
easy it is to nourish your relationship with God.



WORLD HUNGER:
The ELCA stands with its
neighbors in Haiti in the
aftermath of an earthquake that
shook the land and captured the
hearts of people across the world:
people like you wanting to help,
wanting to make a difference in
the lives of strangers who are
suddenly homeless and lacking
basic necessities.

HUNGER

ELCA World Hunger has been on the ground in
Haiti for many years, providing millions of dollars
and supporting many programs through local work
of The Lutheran World Federation (LWF). It’s
because of this work on the ground and relation-
ships with the LWF and partner organizations like
Action by Churches Together (ACT) that the ELCA
is able to take your gifts and translate them quickly
into food, water, clothing and shelter for people
who need it now more than ever in the poorest
country in the Western Hemisphere.

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger and ELCA
Disaster Response are providing water. A water
purification system with pipes, filters and pumps
transported from freezing-cold Norway to
scorching-hot Haiti is providing 10,000 homeless
Haitians with clean drinking water. The ACT
Alliance brought in desperately needed special
water and sanitation facilities.

Thanks to your generous gifts and ELCA World
Hunger’s long-time work in Haiti, together we have
been able to act swiftly in the massive relief effort
to support as many survivors and victims of this
widespread catastrophe as possible.

The Board of Missions thanks you for your support
to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. As of June
15", $4,733.50 has been given. Thank you for your
gifts.

The next issue of Sidelites will be in
mailboxes July 18. Please have items for
the newsletter to JoEllen by 3 p.m., July
13. Thank you!

Stephen Ministry

The Stephen Ministry logo reminds
us of that we are all broken people.
The good news is that healing
comes through the love of Christ
and one another.
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Are you Lonely? Experiencing a difficult time? Are
you stressed? Discouraged? Feeling down?

We all experience those emotions at different times
in our life. The good news is you don't have to go
through difficult times alone. Our Stephen Ministers
are trained caregivers, ready to listen, care for and
encourage you, pray with and for you, and help you
through a crisis or difficult time. Our Stephen
Ministers are ready to provide you with
confidential, one-to-one Christian care and support
to help you get through a tough time.

Our Stephen Ministers are "there to care.”

To find out more about Stephen Ministry contact
Pastor Joyce or Pastor Todd at: 233-4430.

| need a friend, Lord, someone who will just listen.
Not someone who will try to fix me or attempt to
solve my problems, but someone who will accept me
for who I am. Not someone who will become
anxious, suspicious or frightened when | share the
deepest feelings of my soul, but someone who will
accept me. Not someone who will give chatty
advice or scold or judge me, but someone who will
quietly point me to you. | need someone to listen,
Lord, someone like You. Amen.

(John Gugel- “Cries of Faith, Songs of Hope:
Prayers for the Times of Our Lives.”)

""Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ."" God wants us to care for others--
and allow others to care for us in our time of
need. | Gal ati ans 6:

\“l"‘/
- .

SERVE ONE
ANOTHER
IN LOVE.
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Summer Stewardship
Keep on Sharing Your Gifts!

As you are in the garden this summer, think about
this stewardship story from Pastor Louise
Stromberg from Cross of Christ Lutheran Church in
Houston, Minnesota.

One Tomato Plant

This year | bought one tomato plant so that | could
have a few small tomatoes for a salad each week. |
expected to pick about a half a dozen a week at
most. By the time | remembered to purchase a
tomato rack for my plant it had grown rather large
so | put the rack around it as best | could. Buds
were forming into little tomatoes. The plant
continued to grow. And | waited expectantly for the
sweet red fruit to ripen.

The first time | went to pick the ripe tomatoes |
brought a small bowl. It was filled to overflowing.
I took a small zip lock bag of tomatoes to work to
share. The second time | went out to pick, about a
week later, | filled a mixing bowl. 1 took three bags
to work to share.

Not even a week later, | picked two mixing bowls
full. This time | brought an ice cream container of
sweet, red fruit to share. My tomato plant
continued to bear an abundance of tomatoes right up
until a hard frost came in October. As | thought
about my expectations and the reality of the harvest
| realized that this was a wonderful example of
God's abundant blessings. God gave far beyond my
hopes. The more | shared with others, the more that
this plant seemed to produce.

How like God's love was this abundance. The more
we share of God's love and blessings the more God
gives us to share. Whether that be through words of
witness to God's love for us or gifts of material
wealth, God blesses all we share and never forgets
to rain down upon us continued love and gifts to
sustains us in our existence on this earth.

Seeing Abundance

—T h ®RD bives you meat to eat in the evening and your

fill of bread in the morning, because the LorD has heard

the complaining that you utter agai ns t—Exodum. |
16:8

The desert was a frightening place. Even as slaves
in Egypt, the Jews had become accustomed to a city
life of relative luxury. The desert, however, was dry
and hostile. Scared by scarcity, the people could
only see how little water, how little food, how little
security they had. But Moses spoke a word of
divine abundance—of quail in the evening and
manna in the morning—that silenced their
muttering and revealed a God of bounty and
faithfulness.

Seeing abundance when others see only scarcity is
an act of faithfulness. It is to fly in the face of what
others consider self-evident, limiting, and
problematic. Those who see abundance see
possibility and future while others dwell on caution,
security, and practicality. Seeing abundance allows
one to remain hopeful and gives one the courage to
be venturesome and bold.

The opposite of faith is not doubt, as we often
suppose, but fear. For the root of “faith” is trust.
When we cannot fully trust, we fall into a
fearfulness that seeks to preserve, protect, and
control the world around us. Drawing in on
ourselves, we close ourselves off to the world
around us. We go into a fortress of self-
preservation. Leadership requires that we resist the
urge to preserve and open ourselves instead to the
abundance of God.

Leaders see talents, possibility, and potential all
around them as gifts of God. They help others hear
God’s call that we trust in the fullness of God’s
bounty—that there will always be enough, and more
than enough, and that what we have is not to be
conserved but given away. Leaders dare to be
venturesome and courageous even in the dryness of
the desert, for they know we are being well fed on
our journey to the promised land.

In what way is Our Savior’s rich, and how are you
spending those riches?

Prayer:

Open our hearts, O God, to see your bounty, to
trust your promises, and to venture forward in
faith. May we lead with boldness, confident that
your goodness and gifts will ever sustain us.

Amen.

(This reading occurred in the ELCA Devotional Book for
Leaders which our church leadership is using this year.)



Knitting Camp for those entering grades 4-12
Out B will be held August 2-6. We will meet from 9:00-
ewso 10:30 each day. Come and learn to knit a prayer

shawl and be part of this special ministry at Our
Savior’s. Yarn and needles will be provided. If you

Day Camp, —Trust Wal k 2 0 alr@adylknowhow tb knith ceme land leath sotheu | y
25-29 for students who will be completing grades 1- more or just come and knit with the group. It will
5. Day Camp will be led by be a fun time of learning and fellowship (snacks,
.,,‘3‘ our own senior high youth. too). Your teachers will be Marilyn Hudson, Cheryl
@W v Day Camp meets from 9:00- Joblinske, Phyllis Kosbab, and Marilyn Stuckey.
v % 2:00 each day. Each day there Sign up on the youth bulletin board or by e-mailing
¥: will be worship, camp songs, Kathy (Kathy@oursaviorsnewulm.org).
a games, bible study, crafts,
- snacks, and lunch. The cost of Fairmont Aquatic Park!

Day Camp will be $30/student with a $50 maximum
per family. Scholarships are available. Please
contact Intern Kathy if you will need a full or partial
scholarship.

All students who have completed grades 3-6 are
invited to come to the Fairmont Aquatic Park on
June 29, from 12:00-5:00. The cost is $7, plus any
money you might want "

Vacation Bible School, rsna Pleas

GreatGet-Toget her l wil {29 be ?8tfw
for students who will be completing nursery- elp Re a forms
pleting y
kindergarten Sunday e
School. VBS meets
from 9:00-11:30 each
day. At VBS the
children will learn the
good news of God’s
love through games,
songs, stories,
activities, and more in an exciting African

environment! There is a $5 fee for VBS.

Registration forms are available on the church ggl}(?wlglmi?%;l;;i %ﬂi (ff)(rjlt{lis car’s volf
website and at the information booth in the Social i ng ill leave from the chy rch irkin lot
Hall. The deadline for registration has been gf t;]r;g;}nefl\ilge d below. We plan ;JO eatpsu e%
extended to June 30. Please contact Kathy Ulland- toaether after ever rour{d of polf v PP
Klinkner with any questions. If%he weather is bgd use ousrJ |

Volunteers are needed for both VBS and Day own iudament on wf’letheryor not
Camp. A form to fill out for volunteers is on the 0 OJ Ifgit is questionable. we can
back of the registration form. Please look at the q g'd. in th a King lot C I
various areas of need and see how you might help ecl .E; 'S | eSpar ':lg 0 .k aftor
out with this very important ministry. ?{:,?4&83636 trandmar

strannyl6@comcast.net) the Monday before the

are available on the
ol church website and on the -
\;\D V.A cgﬁ 5 % | youth bulletin board. Please sign up by June 27.
Parent chaperones are needed. Parents who
chaperone may bring their younger children along.
Just a reminder that metal rivets on swimsuits are
not allowed on the waterslides. In case of bad
weather, the trip will be held on August 11.

Valleyfair has been rescheduled

Z scheduled outing to confirm your spot.

Z Tor Monday, August 91 The rest June 24-11:30 Oakdale (Cactus Jack’s)
Check out the youth bulletin ' July 15-11:30 Shoreland (St. Peter) (Whiskey River)
board or the youth facebook page July 29-11:30 St. James (Good Fella’s)

Aug. 13-1:30 Madelia (FRIDAY) (Searles)

for more details! Registration
forms are available on the church
website.

Other outings will be arranged if there is interest.
We can discuss them at the meals following golf.


mailto:Kathy@oursaviorsnewulm.org
mailto:stranny16@comcast.net

Women of Our

Our Savior’s hosted the SW Synod WELCA
Convention last Friday and Saturday. It was a great
success because of all the people, men and women,
who said yes when asked to help. I’'m not going to
name all the names, because | would forget
someone. To all of you: Thank you, thank you so
very much. | must mention just a few

e Duane Lambrecht — for furnishing a trailer
for health kits. (we had around 4,000 health
kits)

e Joan Krikava and her girl scouts — they did a
great job.

e Rusty Christopherson — Rusty was filling in
for Orv. I don’t think he had any idea of
what he had gotten himself into. Thanks
Rusty, you did an outstanding job.

e Shirley Farasyn — Thank you for the
donation of 1919 Rootbeer for our keg party
on Friday night.

Now, back to the convention — all of you who didn’t
take advantage of the opportunity, you missed some
wonderful speakers, great workshops, good food,
and wonderful fellowship.

Once again thanks to all!

Yours in the Lord,

Linda Postel

P.S. Also, thank you to Linda Postel for her extra
time, work, and her efforts in helping with the
Synodical WELCA Convention. Linda did much
behind the scenes to help people feel welcome and
to help the convention run smoothly. Thank you
Linda for your servant heart and hands.

Thank Yo u

To the Men’ s Group,

A hearty — but belated thank you for serving and
preparing our WELCA brunch on May 1%, We
appreciate your willingness to serve—and the food
and service were excellent!

Beautiful Savior Circle & WELCA Board

Not es

DearOurSavi or ' s,

On behalf of the American Parkinson Disease
Association thank you for your wonderful help and
support with the Parkinson’s event at your church.
It was such a pleasure to be in your beautiful

S a v [aciy.pncyoy warmth and welcoming spirit

were appreciated. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Paulette Olsen

Dear Our Savior's Family,

You have been such a blessing to us as we grieve
the loss of our Mother, Polly Ringwalt. Thank you
for easing our grief with your loving phone calls,
gifts of food, prayers, and the many compassionate
& caring cards. We have felt surrounded by your
love and God's comfort. We are so grateful that God
took care of our Mom when we no longer could.
We were so fortunate to have had her in our lives
until she was 91 yrs. old. Thank you for being such
friends to us.

Sincerely, Ken & Nancy Seim

Dear OSLC,

Thank you so much for the beautiful graduation
quilt. 1t reminds me of the loving support | have
from my church family no matter where I am. When
I use it, I remember all of the wonderful experiences
I have had at Our Savior’s. Our congregation makes
it all possible! Thank you again for the lovely quilt
and the reminder of love and support.

Rachel Enwright

Our Friends at Our
We thank you all for the expressions of love and
especially visits and prayers. The prayer shawl is a
comfort knowing all the support that comes with it.
I can feel the power of prayer. God bless you all. A
special thank you to Pastor Joyce for her visit. Keep
the prayers coming.

Mert & Flo Gustad

DearOurSavi or ' s,
Thank you so much for the beautiful, comforting
prayer shawl. My same day back surgery went well
on Tuesday, June 8. The spinal cord stimulator,
which had been implanted into my back 2 years
ago, was removed. The prayer shawl gave me much
comfort before and after surgery. Thank you too to
Pastor Joyce and Ron for driving me to Rochester
on Monday and for your prayers and concern.
Sincerely in Christ,

Marcia Jarrett

Savi o



Thank you for the beautiful church and the
blessings you have all given me this year, and
through my life at Our Saviors. | have grown very
close to all of you, and have greatly appreciated
your guidance in my life. As a whole, you have
enriched my life of faith, and have given me a home
of rest, comfort, love, and security. | am currently
praying for all of you while I work at Mount Carmel
Bible Camp, and | have used your guidance each
and every day. Thank you so much for all that you
have given me!

Love and God's Blessings,

Leah Nelsen

|l n and Beyond
WHAT: Swedefest — Family fun festival!
WHEN: Saturday, June 26, 2010

WHERE: Bernadotte Lutheran Church Park (6
miles east of Lafayette, MN)

TIME: Starting at 3:00 p.m. Great entertainment,
large silent auction, Swedish Smorgasbord, face
painting, horse drawn wagon rides. In case of
inclement weather, all events will be held in the
church.

The 2010 Minnesota All-State Lutheran Choir,
making its 41st annual tour, will present a concert
Tuesday, June 22 at 7:30 p.m. at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 700 S. Broadway, New Ulm.
About 40 Lutheran young people, chosen
through auditions from all over the state of
Minnesota, will be performing a wide variety of
music from the classics to gospel. The choir has
attained wide acclaim with its fine choral technique
and unique style of performance and is in great
demand each summer as it tours through Minnesota.
The conductor of the Minnesota All-State Lutheran
Choir is Dr. Thomas Rossin. The concert is free
and open to the public.

Adoption Information Meeting:

Date: Thurs., July 8,2010 Time: 6:3 -8:00 p.m.
Location: LSS’ Mankato office, Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 710 South 2" Street
Registration: Call Lynne Haggar at (612) 879-5230
or 1-888-205-3769

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota Adoption:
Join us to learn about the exciting opportunities and
recent changes in adoption. Discover the tools and

Our

support for families who would like a flexible,
proactive adoption process, and learn how LSS can
partner with you to grow your family. LSS can help
families adopt children locally, and from countries
around the world.

For more information, or to register online, visit
www.minnesotaadoption.org.

Save paper, postage, planet

There has been a terrific response to the offer of
the option to receive the Sidelites newsletter via
email!

If y(gc} v%umlm H r&eil/e §OUYH€WS|etteI’ via

email ONLY, please email your request to
JoEllen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

e You will receive your newsletter with the
following subject line:
Our S a-vNewsletters

Our Savior’s may also periodically email you
information on church news/events.

e Periodic email updates will have the following
subject line:
Our SawlitdNessts Me

(Please be sure to indicate the email address you
would like the newsletter sent to if it is an address
other than the one you send your email request
from.)

Thank you for your help!

Be sure to check out the
Our Savior’s website for
news and information.
You will find helpful
links, the church
newsletter, the monthly
calendar, the Youth Informer, on-line registration
forms and other helpful information.

Add us to your favorites J
WWW.oursaviorsnewulm.org



http://www.minnesotaadoption.org/

