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- called by God in Christ Jesus to outreach, worship, and growth in faith  

- committed to using God‘s gifts in living service to each other, our neighbors, and the world. 
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SIDELITES 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church                         July 18, 2010 
 

 

Dear Ministers of Our Savior‘s 

 

We are thankful for your interest and support of the 

Stephen Ministry program at Our Savior‘s. Stephen 

Ministry is for people who want someone to care, to 

listen, to share God's love during or throughout 

confusing, stressful, or lonely times. Stephen 

Ministry can be summed as, ―Christ Caring for 

People through People and meeting the need of 

others.‖ Our Stephen Ministry program equips lay 

persons to provide distinctively Christian, one-to-

one care to anyone in our congregation going 

through a difficult time and in need of support from 

a Christian friend. A Stephen Minister is a child of 

God who walks beside a hurting person. A Stephen 

Minister is a caring Christian friend who really 

listens. A Stephen Minister is a lay person who has 

received 50 hours of training in providing 

distinctively Christian care. 
 

Stephen Ministry enhances the ministry of Our 

Savior‘s by 

À Creating a caring ministry outreach, where 

many are offering God's love and care in 

intentional, systematic ways;  

À Enabling our entire congregation to grow as a 

warm, loving, nurturing community, where 

people are cherished and cared for in Jesus 

Christ;   

À Identifying our congregation to our community 

as a place where people's needs are taken 

seriously.  

                                                                                                                                          

"Encourage one another and build one another up." 

1 Thessalonians 5:11                                     
 

How You Can Support Our Congregation's 

Stephen Ministry   

À Pray for our Stephen Ministers as they provide 

Christian care to others.  

À Pray for all who are receiving confidential care 

through the Stephen Ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

À Tell Stephen Leaders about those who might 

benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister. Be 

sure to get that person's permission first.  

À If you see a friend, coworker, neighbor, relative, 

or someone else who could use some extra 

Christian care, tell that person about our 

Stephen Ministry and get permission to refer 

him or her to a Stephen Leader.  

À Our vision for Stephen Ministry at Our Savior‘s 

is to ensure that people in need are aware of and 

feel comfortable seeking and receiving a 

Stephen Minister.  

                                                                                                     

"Bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of 

Christ." Galatians 6:2     
 

The Stephen Ministers are excited to be leading 

worship on Saturday, July 31
st
 and Sunday, August 

1
st
. This is an excellent opportunity for us to share 

with you about the ministry and for you to learn 

more about who we are and about the Stephen 

program.   
 

Your Stephen Ministers,  

Deb Bastian                         Maxine Remme                     

Kathy Hopf            Marcia Jarrett 

Carla Zimmermann          Diane Lambrecht                   

Larry Zimmermann           Marlys Zetah 

Barb Wurtzberger            Margie Larson        

Pastor Joyce 
                

 God of the church and relationships, we know we 

all face stress and at times feel alone. We thank you 

for the faithful Stephen Ministers at Our Saviorôs. 

Lord, continue to guide their deeds, grant them 

listening ears, and renew and encourage them each 

day.  Amen.                                            

 

For more information about Stephen 

Ministry at Our Savior‘s contact 

Pastor Joyce or Pastor Todd at 233-

4430 or one of the Stephen Ministers.   
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Todd‘s Tidbits—Shine  
 

―Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light 

stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with 

your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt 

people to open up with God, this generous Father in 

heaven.‖  Matthew 5:16   The Message 
 

       Is this passage of scripture familiar to you? It 

should be. Of course the translation is a little bit 

different than what you are used to hearing, but the 

power of its message is the same. Often when we 

hear this scripture we hear it during a baptism, as 

the baptismal candle is lit and the deacon says, ―Let 

your light so shine before others that they may see 

your good works and glorify your father in heaven.‖ 

Often in the church when we talk about our callings 

and the invitation to be disciples, we think of Jesus 

inviting us to fish for people, or how he sent his first 

disciples out into the world with the great 

commission to make disciples of all nations. But I 

wonder if we need to be reminded of our own 

baptismal commission-which is to shine. 

       Think for a moment of the ways in which 

people shine here at OSLC. Talented musicians 

offer their gifts in worship. Adults welcome and 

encourage children to let their own light shine 

where ever God leads them. Servants shine as hot 

dishes are passed at a funeral or when warm 

embraces are offered to comfort a struggling friend. 

OSLC shines when people step up to the plate and 

offer their unique special gift in service to God and 

others. We shine as a family of faith when people 

recognize us out in the community offering our 

hands and hearts for the benefits of our neighbors.   

       And do you know what happens when we 

shine? God is glorified and people are drawn into a 

closer relationship with the one who is our true 

light. So let your light shine, so that others may 

―open up with God‖! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Todd 

 

―The victims of social injustice, since time eternal, 

have always been without the resources and the 

ability to fight back. They are defenseless and 

voiceless. The sad aspect of social injustice is that 

the defenseless and voiceless are the ones who most 

need a defense and a strong, vibrant voice.‖  ~ 

Tommy Makem, Irish folk musician 

 

 

Ministry Focus 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD                                                               
 

       The story of the Good Samaritan gives a 

clear picture of God's desire for us to help those 

in desperate need wherever we find them. After 

describing how the Samaritan rescued a hurting 

man whom others had passed by, Jesus told His 

hearers, "Go and do likewise." 

       For over 40 years, Samaritan's Purse has 

followed Christ's command by going to the aid 

of the world's poor, sick, and suffering. They 

are an effective means of reaching hurting 

people in countries around the world with food, 

medicine, and other assistance in the Name of 

Jesus Christ.  

       Operation Christmas Child is an initiative 

of Samaritan‘s Purse, and is working among 

communities in need in 18 countries across 

Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia. The 

shoeboxes for 2010 will be distributed to: 

Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia, Kenya, Kosova, 

Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Montenegro, 

Mozambique, Romania, Serbia, Swaziland, 

Ukraine and Zimbabwe. We will again be 

collecting shoe boxes to be part of this ministry.  

       Here is a list of items to start thinking 

about collecting and placing in shoe boxes: 

Toys: Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, 

jigsaw, yo-yo, building blocks, small musical 

instrument. For boys trucks and cars, for girls 

dolls, clip on earrings. Educational supplies: 

Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, 

eraser, coloring book, notepad, picture or 

puzzle book, chalk, pencil case, stickers etc. 

Hygiene items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, 

hairbrush, comb, hair clips, and bars of soap.   

       The weekend of August 28
th

 and 29
th

 a 

Noisy Offering will be received to help with the 

cost of shipping the shoe boxes. Start saving 

your change. Stay tuned for more information 

about a time to gather to wrap the boxes in the 

fall.    

       Thank you for your support and interest in 

this program.  

The Board of Missions 

Sue Hunstad, Ken Seim, Linda Brown, Jeremy 

Berg, Jeff Eikanger, Bill Koeckeritz 

 

 

           

 



Make It Simple:   

Birds of the Air- 

Lilies of the Field 
 

Jesus taught them, saying, 

―Therefore I tell you, do not 

worry about your life, what 

you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 

birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Are you not of more value than they? And can any 

of you by worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 

all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 

not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‗What will we eat?‘ 

or ‗What will we drink?‘ or ‗What will we wear?‘ 

For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 

and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.‖  

Matthew 6:25-33 

 

This Bible story from Matthew 6 points us to the 

meaning of simplicity as a lifestyle and faith choice. 

Following Jesus‘ call to focus on God‘s abundance, 

we can shift our attention from our own worrying 

and fears to the needs of others. God‘s call, ―Look 

here,‖ shows us God‘s kingdom and invites us to 

learn and change. 
 

Here at Our Savior‘s, how are we hearing Jesus‘ 

invitation to follow and trust that God provides for 

all of our needs? There are two lenses with which 

we can view our resources. The first set of lenses 

which may shape our vision are the lenses of 

scarcity. These lenses constantly show us what we 

don‘t have and that it may be impossible to achieve 

the goals we have set before us. Looking at life and 

ministry through the lenses of scarcity limits our 

ability to share God‘s love with one another. Even 

the word itself is a negative word; it implies a sense 

of fear and dread. When scarcity rules our life, we 

are scared and our vision turns inward and is geared 

to self preservation and survival. 

The other set of lenses that could shape our vision 

are the lenses of abundance. Abundance sees that 

God is the giver of all gifts and that we have more 

than enough to share. An attitude of abundance is 

one which is hopeful and hope filled. Looking 

though the lenses of abundance allows us to see that 

our resources, our money, time, talents, intellect, 

and effort shouldn‘t be used for self but for others. 

Living in abundance recognizes that everyone has a 

gift to share, and that when we share our gifts we 

make a difference not only for ourselves but for the 

world. 
 

Jesus invites us to celebrate an abundant life. He 

even tells us in John‘s gospel the 10
th

 chapter, ―I 

came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly.‖ Our Lord wants abundance to be the 

lens through which we view our lives, our faith and 

our mission field. So we are invited to live in the 

promise of God‘s incredible abundance.  As 

stewards of God‘s gifts, what set of lenses are you 

wearing? 

 

Letõs Go Fishing! Rally Sunday 2010!   
 

       Sunday, September 12, from 9:45-10:45 AM!   

Mark your calendars to kick-off of the Sunday 

School year. For this first day of Sunday School you 

will need to bring a parent or other special adult. 

We will meet in the sanctuary and then will be 

doing a variety of ―fishing‖ activities around the 

church. Did you know that parents are the top faith 

influence on their children? Family Sunday School 

times are a great opportunity for you and your 

child/children to grow in your faith together.   

       Sunday School classes will begin on September 

19. Classes will be meeting for all children age 

three by September 1-Grade 12.  On Rally Day, feel 

free to bring your younger children for all of the 

activities, too.  Please fill out the enclosed Sunday 

School registration form for all of your Sunday 

School aged children. This information is important 

for us. We need to know emergency phone 

numbers, food allergies, and current addresses. 

Please fill this form out even if you have filled one 

out in previous years. A reminder that once again, 

all students in Nursery-Grade 3 need to be picked 

up in their classroom by a parent or a sibling that is 

at least in 5
th

 grade. If your child is older than third 

grade, please instruct them on where they are to 

meet you each week. 



 
 

 

Youth News ð (Check out the latest news at  

OSLC New Ulm Youth Facebook or on the 

Our Saviorõs website) 
 

The summer mission trip to the Lake 

Traverse Reservation in Sisseton, South 

Dakota will take place July 18 - 23.   
Our youth and adults will 

be spending the week 

painting homes, doing 

light house repair, and 

leading Kids Club (this is 

very similar to Vacation 

Bible School). Please 

keep this group in your 

prayers this month that 

this will be a time of growing in their faith, a time 

to grow together as a group, a time to learn about a 

new culture, and a time to learn about serving.  

Samantha Lang Micayla Irmiter 

Luke Phifer  Rachel Enwright 

Clay Sletta  Hannah Jakel 

Jennifer Martens Janelle Curry 

Adam Klinkner Molli O‘Neal 

Miriam Jakel  Ryan Ellingson 

Wyatt Oelberg  Taylor Tambornino 

Vicki Tambornino Kathy Ulland-Klinkner 

Nancy Flatau 

 

Knitting Camp for those entering grades 

4- 12  – August 2 - 6.  We will meet from 

9:00 - 10:30 each day.  
 Come and learn to knit a 

prayer shawl and be part of 

this special ministry at Our 

Savior‘s. Yarn and needles 

will be provided. If you 

already know how to knit, 

come and learn some more or just come and knit 

with the group. It will be a fun time of learning and 

fellowship (snacks, too). Your teachers will be 

Marilyn Hudson, Cheryl Joblinske, Phyllis Kosbab, 

and Marilyn Stuckey. Sign up on the youth bulletin 

board (by July 28) or by e-mailing Kathy. 

(Kathy@oursaviorsnewulm.org) 

Three hundred seven students need you!   
Did you know that is how many children we have 

that are ages 3-18? Some of these students come 

only to Sunday School, some only to Confirmation, 

and some to both. We need sixty volunteers for 

Sunday School and 

another ten for 

Confirmation. A 

variety of volunteers 

are needed: teachers, 

rotation leaders, 

shepherds, principals, 

puppeteers, snacks 

preparers, craft 

leaders, data entry helpers, small group leaders, and 

those willing to talk about their faith informally 

with a small group of students. Some volunteers are 

needed for only 20 minutes or less a week. Some 

volunteers are needed for only a one time activity. 

Some are needed for five-ten week commitments. 

There are so many different ways to help our 307 

students learn about God‘s love for them through 

Jesus. It is our way of supporting and helping 

parents carry out the promises they made at their 

child‘s baptism. Please carefully read the enclosed 

volunteer form and see how it is you will help our 

children and youth grow in their faith.    

 

Valleyfair ð Monday, August 9!  
     All youth who have 

completed grades 6-12 

are invited to attend a 

day at Valleyfair. We 

will leave at 8:30 AM 

and return at 8:30 PM. 

The cost is $25, plus 

any money you want for 

food (we will stop at 

McDonald‘s/Burger 

King on the way home).  

     Sign up by filling out a registration form, 

available on the church website or the youth bulletin 

board. Friends you bring must also fill out a form. 

Be sure to bring a swimsuit for the waterpark, 

towel, sweatshirt, and sunscreen! You can bring a 

sack lunch that can be kept on the bus (food is 

expensive inside the park).  Adult chaperones are 

need for this trip, talk to Kathy if you will help. 

 

 

mailto:Kathy@oursaviorsnewulm.org


Youth News Continuedéé 
 

Fairmont Aquatic Park!    
Wednesday, August 11!    
All students who have completed grades 3-6 are 

invited to the Fairmont Aquatic Park on August 11, 

from noon-5:00 PM.  The cost is $7, plus any 

money you would like to bring for snacks.  Sign up 

by filling out a registration 

form available on the youth 

bulletin board or the church 

website.  Friends must also 

fill out a form.  Just a 

reminder that you cannot go 

on the waterslides if you have 

metal rivets or clasps on your 

swimsuit.  Adult chaperones are needed. Parents 

that chaperone may also bring their younger 

children on the trip.   

 

Wednesday Night 

Campfires!   
Youth in going into grades 7-

12 are invited to Wednesday 

night campfires at Flandrau 

State Park during the month of August.  Come for 

food, campfire, devos, and hanging out with your 

friends.  Campfires begin at 7:00 and end and 9:00. 

 

 

2010 Luther League Golf 
Following is the schedule for this 

year‘s golf outings. We will leave 

from the church parking lot at the 

times listed below. We plan to eat 

supper together after every round 

of golf. If the weather is bad, use 

your own judgment on whether or 

not to go. If it is questionable, we 

can decide in the parking lot. Call or e-mail Dale 

Strandmark  

(354-8369 stranny16@comcast.net) the Monday 

before the scheduled outing to confirm your spot. 
July 29-11:30   St. James      (Good Fella‘s) 

Aug. 13-1:30    Madelia (FRIDAY)               (Searles) 

Other outings will be arranged if there is interest. 

We can discuss them at the meals following golf. 

 

 

 

 
 

Triennial Gathering     
July 14-17, 2011 – Spokane, Washington   
 

ü CONNECT with Lutheran sisters. Meet 

women like you. 

ü ESCAPE the busyness of your life. Renew 

your spirit. 

ü CELEBRATE your Christian faith. 

Rejoice! 

ü DISCOVER your heart for service. 

Respond to your calling. 
 

Women of Our Saviorôs, 

     Hi ladies – not much going on right now. July 

24
th

 is Quilt Auction at Green Lake Bible Camp. I 

will be going up on Saturday morning. Meet in the 

church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. if anyone would like 

to go. Men are welcome to come also. I hope some 

of you will be going. I have never gone before, but 

it sounds like it could be a fun day. 

     Ladies, we are looking for some of you to step 

up. We need some new officers: President, vice-

president, and treasurer. I‘m not sure where we are 

headed if we don‘t get some help. Prayerfully 

search your hearts.  

     Eighth Triennial Gathering is coming July 14-17, 

2011. We are hoping to get at least sixteen ladies to 

go. We do have a convention fund and hope to have 

a fundraiser or two to help with cost. Hope a lot of 

you will go. You will have a great time.  

For more information: 

www.womenoftheelca.org/triennial7  

Triennial Gathering Highlights –  

ü Plenary address by peacemaker Leymah 

Gbowee, whose interfaith efforts brought 

peace to civil war-torn Liberia. 

ü Keynote speech by author Nora Gallagher, 

who brings the Eucharist alive for us today 

in The Sacred Meal. 

ü Great ideas from workshops including, 

―Women and Power‖ and ―Spirituality and 

Anti-Racism‖. 

ü Faith-building and fellowship through 

worship services, Bible studies, and soul 

stirring music. 

ü ―Run, Walk and Roll,‖ an intergenerational 

fitness event to raise money for ―Raising Up 

Healthy Women and Girls‖ 

Yours in the Lord, Linda Postel 

mailto:stranny16@comcast.net
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/triennial7


Thank You Notes….. 
 

Dear OSLC, 

Thank you so much for the graduation quilt! I will 

remember all of the opportunities and experiences 

I‘ve been given from the church whenever I use it. 

Stephanie Johnson 
 

Our Savior‘s Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for making that nice quilt. Also, thanks 

to the church ladies that made them. 

Jordan Zupfer 
 

Our Savior‘s Congregation, 

Thank you so very much for the quilt. It‘s one of the 

many reminders of all the things that God has given 

me. Each time I wrap myself in it I will be reminded 

of the love this church and its people have for me, 

and that alone will help to warm me up when I‘m 

cold. Once again thank you, not only for the quilt 

but for everything that you have done for me over 

the years. It really means more than you know.  

Molly Meyer 

 

Thank you to Our Savior‘s friends who attended 

our 60
th

 wedding anniversary celebration our 

children had for us, and thank you for the many 

cards and gifts. We had a wonderful day. 

Max & Ardis Groebner 

 

To the ladies who made the prayer shawl – 

Thank you 

Thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl with the 

cross on it. I live in Willmar and my daughter, Sue 

Keller, member of your church brought it home for 

me. Love the color blue and the prayer that was 

with it. Now I feel like a real grandma with your 

shawl! I have 12 grandchildren. I lost my husband, 

Robert, on November 12, 2009 in a farm vehicle 

accident about 3:30 p.m. It was a real shock as I had 

just talked to him on his phone. We had planned on 

going to a church supper that night. One‘s Life Can 

Change Just Like That!! We all miss him very 

much. Thanks again and will think of you often. 

Sue Keller‘s mom, Terry Prekker   

 

Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. It is 

beautiful and what a lovely idea. It will be just right 

on cool evenings. I‘ll think of you each time I wrap 

up in it.  

Frank Stuckey‘s sister, Jeanie Beermann 

 

To all of those who sent cards after our recent 

accident, we thank you. It meant more than words 

alone can say. Thank you, also, to Pastor Todd for 

his calls and visit. All the prayers and concern are 

greatly appreciated. God Bless you, each and every 

one! 

Jim & Barb Gaard 

 

     A big thank you to the adults who have served 

in Rejoice! Ringers this past year! Our adult choir 

has worked hard to bring joy and inspiration to all 

who participate in our worship services at Our 

Saviors.   

     Through their participation, members of Rejoice! 

Ringers have shown a love for Our Saviors, an 

appreciation for good music, a commitment to a 

group task and the value of their teamwork.   

     Being a member of a bell choir is well worth the 

time and commitment when you see the positive 

effect that participation has on those who take part. 

     As we prepare for our fall schedule, Rejoice! 

Ringers is committed to continuing to enhance our 

worship services. We wish to extend an invitation to 

become active participant in our adult bell choir. In 

all bell choirs there are different levels of ability in 

musicianship and in Rejoice! Ringers we work to 

make all participants comfortable in their 

participation.   

     Please consider using your time and talents to be 

a bell ringer in our adult choir. Rejoice! Ringers 

rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 7:00 

and will begin rehearsals in mid-September. If you 

have questions concerning Rejoice! Ringers please 

contact Kathy Hopf (359-1800).  

 

 

In and Beyond Our Community… 
 

American Cancer Society –  

Brown County Relay for Life 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Brown County Fairgrounds 

5:00-6:30 PM Supper 

7:00-8:30 PM Program 

7:30 PM Survivors Lap 

Dusk Lighting of the luminaries 

9:30 PM – 6 AM Teams Walking 

 

 

 



The next issue of Sidelites will be in 

mailboxes Aug. 22. Please have items for 

the newsletter to JoEllen by 3 p.m., Aug. 

17. Thank you!  

 

 

26
th

 Annual Quilt Auction – 

Green Lake Bible Camp 

This is an event you do not want to miss! View the 

approximately 200 beautiful quilts Friday, July 23 

from 5:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m. and Saturday, July 24 

from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Admission is $3. 

During the quilt review you may also shop in the 

craft and country store and bid on great items in the 

silent auction. Friday there will be lefse 

demonstrations and a BBQ supper. Saturday 

morning there will be coffee, an antique boat show 

featuring the Mikkelson Collection and the 

traditional Hog Roast begins at 10:45. The live 

auction starts at 11:30 am. It takes nearly 100 

volunteers to make this event the success it is each 

year. If you are interested in volunteering, please 

contact Sonya at serickson@gllm.org or (320)796-

2181. 

 

Keyboard Player Needed! 

If you enjoy old-time music, CAST is seeking a 

volunteer to accompany our awesome choir and 

kitchen band for rehearsals and performances. For 

more information call Dian at 354-3212. 

 

International high school exchange students are 

coming to Minnesota to study in a local high 

school for the upcoming 2010-2011 school year.  

These students would like to integrate themselves 

into a loving and caring family and experience the 

American culture.  In turn, they will provide insight 

into their culture.  As a host family you would 

provide a separate bed and family meals along with 

a loving and caring environment.  The students will 

have their own spending money and health 

insurance. You are able to view and choose the 

student you feel would fit best in your family.  

Please go to www.stsfoundation.org/kathy to find a 

student to welcome into your family for the 

upcoming school year. 

  

If you are interested in opening your heart and 

home to a student, please contact Kathy Wenninger 

at 507-228-8716 or at gkwenninger@hotmail.com.  

You may also contact Lillian Clemente at the 

national office at 1-800-522-4678 or email at 

lillian@stsfoundation.org.  

 

 

 

 

Save paper, postage, planet 
 

There has been a terrific response to the offer of 

the option to receive the Sidelites newsletter via 

email!  

 

If you would like to receive your newsletter via 

email ONLY, please email your request to 

JoEllen@oursaviorsnewulm.org. 
 

¶ You will receive your newsletter with the 

following subject line:  

Our Savior‘s – Newsletter 
 

Our Savior‘s may also periodically email you 

information on church news/events. 
 

¶ Periodic email updates will have the following 

subject line:  

Our Savior‘s – It‘s News to Me 
 

(Please be sure to indicate the email address you 

would like the newsletter sent to if it is an address 

other than the one you send your email request 

from.)  
 

Thank you for your help! 

 
 

 
 

Be sure to check out the 

Our Savior‘s website for 

news and information. 

You will find helpful 

links, the church 

newsletter, the monthly calendar, the Youth 

Informer, on-line registration forms and other 

helpful information.  

Add us to your favorites J 

www.oursaviorsnewulm.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Summer Office Hours:  
Calls will be answered in 

the church office from  

8:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 

Monday through Friday. 

 

mailto:serickson@gllm.org
http://www.stsfoundation.org/kathy
mailto:gkwenninger@hotmail.com
mailto:lillian@stsfoundation.org


Haiti, Six Months Later: An Update from 

Lutheran World Relief 

Baltimore, July 12, 2010 — Six months after Haiti‘s 

devastating 7.0 earthquake, Lutheran World Relief 

(LWR) remains hard at work assisting those who 

are still dealing with its aftermath and will be for 

years to come. 
  

LWR, with a 14-year history in Haiti, is focusing 

the majority of its efforts on underserved rural 

populations. Many rural communities found 

themselves hosting an influx of people who fled the 

capital city of Port-au-Prince after the quake, 

putting a severe strain on already limited resources.  
 

―It‘s a tenuous situation,‖ said Alex Wilson, LWR‘s 

deputy regional director for Latin America, who 

visited Haiti in June. ―Lots of families left the city 

initially, but then went back in search of shelter, 

work and educational opportunities. However, the 

situation in Port-au-Prince remains critical, and 

many have now returned to their communities of 

origin a second time.‖  
 

LWR is working with local partners to support rural 

communities through cash-for-work programs to 

build soil and water conservation structures, 

distribution of additional seeds in preparation for 

the rainy season and training on agricultural 

production, to ensure that people have some income 

and that farmers are able to grow sufficient food to 

feed everyone. In addition, LWR is supporting the 

construction of latrines and low-cost water filter 

systems to accommodate the additional populations 

that have fled to rural areas.    

 

―We lost one child during the earthquake in Port-au-

Prince, and we didn‘t even have time for a funeral,‖ 

said Monique Orestil, a participant in LWR‘s 

program in Maissade, a rural community located 

about a four hour drive north of Port-au-Prince. ―I 

brought my remaining five children here, and LWR 

helped me participate in a cash-for-work program. It 

was like God landing in Maissade. I left Port-au-

Prince without anything, but now I can work for my 

family.‖  

 

As a member of the global aid consortium ACT 

Alliance, LWR has also supported life-saving 

measures in and around Port-au-Prince, since the 

days immediately after the earthquake. ACT  

 

Alliance members have provided food, water and 

sanitation, shelter and other services to more than 

341,000 people.  
 

―We are in a transition period now, moving from 

immediate relief efforts into the rehabilitation phase 

so that rural families can re-establish their 

livelihoods,‖ Wilson said. LWR, taking a long-term 

approach to rehabilitation and recovery, plans to 

work with earthquake-affected communities for five 

years.  
 

―This was a devastating crisis,‖ Wilson added. 

―Recovery will take a long time.‖  
 

On the domestic side, LWR has mobilized its 

supporters to advocate to the U.S. government for 

cancellation of Haiti‘s debt, and for emergency 

funding to support reconstruction programs. As a 

result of advocacy efforts by many organizations 

and individuals, in February the Obama 

Administration announced support for canceling 

Haiti‘s nearly $1 billion debt and in April, President 

Obama signed the Debt Relief for Earthquake 

Recovery Act into law. Earlier this month, the U.S. 

House of Representatives passed a supplemental 

funding bill that includes crucial funds for 

reconstruction and agriculture efforts in the country. 

LWR continues working to ensure that policy-

makers hear the voices and understand the needs of 

Haitian civil society.  
 

Also in the U.S., LWR has partnered with Nebraska 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) in an 

unprecedented effort to have summer camp 

participants work to assemble 32,000 LWR health 

kits – enough for an entire shipping container – to 

be sent to those in need in Haiti.  
 

―I‘m delighted that LWR sought us out with the 

idea,‖ said Dave Coker, executive director of 

NLOM. ―And I‘m excited for the kids who will 

come to camp this summer. The health kit service 

project will help them connect to their faith in 

powerful ways.‖ 

 

 



ANDYõS GANG BIBLE CAMP 
By Morgan Eikanger 

 

Do not be afraid to come to camp! It‘s actually a 

really great place. It‘s very relaxing and it‘s sort of 

a get away from home for a week. It‘s a really 

awesome place. You have great counselors, great 

stories for Bible study, awesome songs, good food 

and super fun games.  
 

Games:  

Carpet ball= You have three balls.  You try to get 

the other person‘s ball in the hole on their side 

before they get my three balls in my hole.  And if 

you win, you get four more turns. 
 

Whoop Whoop=We tried to get wooden boards 

from hidden spots before the counselors tagged us. 
 

Shake ‗n‘ bake= We split up into 4 teams.  There 

were four cones with flags in them. We tried to get 

the other teams‘ cones to our base so we can win.  

But we also had flags in our pants, so when we are 

trying to steal a cone from another team, they can 

pull our flag out.  If we get our flag pulled out, we 

have to sit out until the jail keeper said we can go 

back in. 
 

Zoo Keeper= All the counselors were dressed up as 

an animal, and we had to stay in a group with our 

cabin to get the counselors to the basket ball court. 

But how? We had to do something or sing 

something the animals‘ own special way.  For 

example, one counselor was a mouse.  We held 

hands around the mouse and sang its favorite song 

(Psalm 150) until we got it to the zoo (basketball 

court).  Eric, the slough, was the hardest!! 
 

Bonkers= There are 5 bonkers (rice in a sock) and 

you have to get away from them! We had to go to 

different stations to get points, but if a Bonker gets 

you have to yell ―Medic!‖ as loud as you can.  Then 

you have to do something that they want you to (I 

had to go hug a Bonker) to get free. 
 

Sharks and People= Everybody sits with their legs 

under the parachute.  The sharks try to get people 

under the parachute by pulling on your feet.  If you 

get pulled under the parachute, then you become a 

shark. It is hard because you can only use your leg 

muscles to not get pulled under! 
 

Junkyard= There are two sides.  Each has the same 

amount of junk.  You have to get all the junk on 

your side to win.  The people on the other side can 

tag you to stop you from moving the junk to your 

side.  Then you have to pretend you‘re on their side 

to trick them.  Then you guard the junk, then 

quickly pick it up and run! 
 

Messenger= All the counselors are hidden, and you 

try to get notes around to all of the counselors.  

Once you find one counselor, then they‘ll write a 

note and tell you who to give it to.  Try not to get 

caught by an interceptor because they can take all of 

your notes, and you have to start all over. 
 

Songs:  

There are lots of them, so I can‘t even tell you! But 

here are some of them…Pharaoh Pharaoh, 

Sanctuary, Holy Time, Psalm 1:50 and lots more!! 
 

And if you have the right counselor, they might take 

you on a kitchen raid (like mine.) We stole whipped 

cream on red Jell-O in a cup! We went swimming!  

The lake water was so cold it turned my lips purple. 

But the water felt warm on my body. That‘s weird 

isn‘t it?  We had really good meals, and one day for 

breakfast they served funnel cake. 

YUMMMMMM!!!!!!!!!!!!!! And we had cabin 

time.  We painted finger nails and toe nails. I didn‘t 

get mine done (shiver) to to icky.  I don‘t like nail 

polish.  It bugs me so much I can‘t sleep.  We did 

Bible study and met lots of new friends. Every 

night, we had a BIG bonfire.  We just sang all the 

songs we learned and we had discussions and talks.  

One of them was that Jesus came to someone‘s 

house three times.  One was hungry, one was tired, 

and the other one was thirsty.  And the people there 

were embarrassed because they knew Jesus was 

coming and these three people came (who were 

really Jesus), but the people who lived there said, 

―Oh, No!  I‘m sorry…I can‘t help you right now.  

We‘re getting ready for Jesus.  There‘s a 

community center just down the road.  You can 

walk a little more.‖  Then Jesus gave them a phone 

call, and they said they were ready for Him to come 

and he said, ―I was already there!  Actually three 

times!‖  And that was a good lesson because people 

you meet could really be Jesus in disguise.   I had a 

great time. I‘ve already decided that when I grow up 

I will be a camp COUNSELOR there! 
 

Thank you, congregation, for helping the kids go to 

Bible Camp by buying our fundraiser stuff.  It was a 

really great time.  Hopefully next year we can all go 

again! 

Morgan Eikanger 
 


