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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude Hymn Sing 
 
Welcome  
 
Gathering Hymn  “O Come All Ye Faithful” ELW #283 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-
1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, 
sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 
Call to Confession  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 



P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast”                                     

 

 



 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. 
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Anthem “Somewhere in Your Silent Night” – West & Hall  Soloist
   

Word 

God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 
 
Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 
7Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief 

of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 
   



“Save, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel.” 

 
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 

farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child 
and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 

9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 
10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, 

“He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for 

him. 
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over 

the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young 
of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they 
shall never languish again. 

13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give 
them gladness for sorrow. 

14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
bounty, says the LORD. 

 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20 
 

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 
praise your God, O Zion, 

13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
and has blessed your children within you. 

14God has established peace on your borders 
and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

15God sends out a command to the earth, 
a word that runs very swiftly. 

16God gives snow like wool, 
scattering frost like ashes. 

17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 



Who can stand against God’s cold? 
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 

the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, 

statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 

they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.       C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 1:10-18 
 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 

 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “Changes in the Neighborhood” Pastor Kathy 
 
Hymn of the Day “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John 
Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 
Offertory 
 
Offertory Song “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” ELW #182 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206. All 
rights reserved. 

 
Offertory Prayer  
P: Gracious God, 
C: your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 
these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and 
renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
   

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 
 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution                
 



The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 
Lamb of God 

 

 
 
Communion Hymns  ELW #276, #296, #300 
  
Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 
Benediction  
 
Sending Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW #290 
 

Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light. Refrain  
 



2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 
 

3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
       that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
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