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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome  
 
Gathering Hymn  “O Word of God Incarnate” ELW #514 
 

1 O Word of God incarnate, 
 O Wisdom from on high, 
 O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
 O Light of our dark sky: 
 we praise you for the radiance 
 that from the hallowed page, 
 a lantern to our footsteps, 
 shines on from age to age. 
 

2 The church from you, dear Master, 
 received the gift divine; 
 and still that light is lifted 
 o'er all the earth to shine. 
 It is the chart and compass 
 that, all life's voyage through, 
 mid mists and rocks and quicksands 
 still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 

3 Oh, make your church, dear Savior, 
 a lamp of burnished gold 
 to bear before the nations 
 your true light, as of old; 
 oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims 
 by this their path to trace, 
 till, clouds and darkness ended, 
 they see you face to face. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

 

 
Call to Confession  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 



P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Please See Screen 
 
Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast”                                     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and 
forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Anthem (8:30AM) “I Will Sing Unto the Lord” – Joseph Martin Adult Choir 
 
Anthem (10:30AM) “O Love of God” – Laura Story Pam Riebe 

   

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water 
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was 



on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law.  

 
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 

above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting 
up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces 
to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. 
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

 
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 
our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 19 
 

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

2One day tells its tale to another, 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3Although they have no words or language, 
and their voices are not heard, 

4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 
world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end 
of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 



9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  

11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense. 

14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourth chapter.       C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

 
16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 

 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 



    to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
    to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon  Pastor Dave 
 
Hymn of the Day “Christ Be Our Light” ELW #715 vs 1-3,5 
 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 



5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
1st Grade Bible Milestone (8:30AM)  
P: Let us pray together for all these students and their families, 
C: Gracious God, we thank you for giving us your Word, the Bible. We pray that this 
Bible will help these first graders learn about God and all of the people in God’s 
stories. Help each of us to seek you through your Word. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
3 Year Old Bible Milestone (10:30AM) 
P: Let us pray, 
C: Gracious God, we thank you for these preschoolers and their parents! We pray 
that this new beginning of their Christian education will give them hope for their 
future, peace in their hearts, and grace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 



Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 
Offertory – Noisy Offering benefits Lutheran Disaster Response 
 
Offertory Song “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” ELW #182 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206. All 
rights reserved. 

 
Offertory Prayer  
C: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly 
food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 
light. Amen. 
   

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 
 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution                
 



The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 
Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
 

Communion Hymns  ELW #496, #471 
  
Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 
Benediction  
 
Sending Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW #843 vs 1&3 
 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 



3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  
 praise the One who makes us one. 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  

 
   

 
In Our Prayers This Week: 

 

Merrle Asleson, Audrey Broste, Russ Brown, Eloise Finstad, Dixie Flitter,  
Aurora Hoffmann, Marilyn Hudson, Sharon Hulke, Joyce Jobe, Ken Johnson, Ann Julien, 
Kain Kittleson, Dave Marsh, Adam Nelson, Tom Postel, George Putnam, Karyl Putnam, 

Pam Riebe, Keith Riser, Sharon Riser, Dave Swenson, Con Trapp, Linda Trimnell,  
Linda Wieland, Paul Wilker 

 
Family of Larry Hunstad 
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 Weekly Offering YTD Offering YTD Budget 
1/16 General Offering  $ 3,580.95  $ 24,034.63  $ 27,075.00 
1/16 Building Fund  $ 190.28  $ 1,418.78  $ 3,267.00 
TOTAL:  $ 3,771.23  $ 25,453.41  $ 30,342.00 
    

1/16 World Hunger  $ 12.00  $ 281.00  
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