
 
 

 
 

 
February 25, 2024



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” ELW #796 vs 1-3 
 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 
3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 

 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

 
Call to Confession 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws 
all people together through Jesus. C: Amen. 
 
P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
P: Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 
others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let 
hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, 
Lord. Amen. 



Forgiveness  
P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 
through Jesus Christ.  C: Amen. 
 
Greeting  
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we 
may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Anthem (10:30)  Adult Choir 

“Day by Day” – Jay Althouse 

 

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my 



covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Reading: Psalm 22:23-31 
 

23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 

24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;  
 neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;  
 but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

who rules over the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, chapter eight.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 

 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “Take Up Your Cross and Follow” Pastor Kathy 
 
 



Hymn of the Day “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” ELW #597 vs 1,2&4 

 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 
 than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
 no merit of my own I claim, 
 but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain 
 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
 all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 
 I rest on his unchanging grace; 
 in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
 my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 
4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
 oh, may I then in him be found, 
 clothed in his righteousness alone, 
 redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 
Offertory – The Noisy Offering today benefits Blessed Bottoms.  
 
Offertory Hymn “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW #186 
 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray,  
C: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we 
have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this 
holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 
 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
 
Communion Hymn “O God, You Search Me” ACS #1082 

 

 

 

 
 
 



2 You know my resting and my rising. 
 You discern my purpose from afar, 
 and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
 in ev'ry moment of life or death, you are. 
 
3 Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
 you have known its meaning through and through. 
 You are with me beyond my understanding: 
 God of my present, my past, and future, too. 
 
4 Although your Spirit is upon me, 
 still I search for shelter from your light. 
 There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 
 even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 
5 For you created me and shaped me, 
 gave me life within my mother's womb. 
 For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 
 safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1992 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 
 
Communion Hymn “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW #812 
 

1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 
Refrain 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to thee till death. 
 
2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, 
 were still in heart and conscience free; 
 and blest would be their children's fate 
 if they, like them, should die for thee.  Refrain 
 



3 Faith of our fathers! We will love 
 both friend and foe in all our strife; 
 proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 
 by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 

 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

 
Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Sending Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW #798 vs 1,2&5 
 
1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 

 

 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 



 
In Our Prayers This Week: 

Rich Baumann, Audrey Broste, Russ Brown, Eloise Finstad, Dixie Flitter,  
Marj Frederickson, Brenda Gruenhagen, Brad Haynes, Marilyn Hudson, Sharon Hulke, 
Ken Johnson, Lyndon Jones, Mavis Jones, Dave Marsh, Treacy Meyer, George Putnam, 

Karyl Putnam, Verne Radloff, Paul Reker, Pam Riebe, Sharon Riser, Gabrielle Rolloff, 
JoAnn Saffert, Marge Schmidt 

 
 
 
 

 
Midweek Lenten Worship – Making Change 

Wednesdays at 6:30PM 
 

• February 28th: Change of Habit Bad habits are hard to break. The letter to the 
Galatians urges us to replace them with the fruits of the Spirit. Love, patience, 
generosity, and self-control are just some of the good habits practiced by those 
whose foundation is built on Christ. 

• March 6th: Change of Circumstances We move from elementary to middle 
school, or from our hometown to a new community. We lose a job, or gain a 
child, or accomplish a goal, or relinquish a dream. Through it all, we learn to give 
thanks to God in all circumstances. 

• March 13th: Change of Heart Jesus' words to the Pharisees give us pause: "You 
honor me with your lips, but your hearts are far from me." Jesus invites us to 
experience a change of heart that will in fact change every part of our lives. 

• March 20th: Change of Plans God's ways are not our own. We expect a 
conquering king and hero, but Jesus instead leads us down the road to Jerusalem 
and humbles himself on the cross. God changes our plans and replaces them 
with a love broader and deeper than anything we could imagine. 
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 Weekly Offering YTD Offering YTD Budget 

2/18 General Offering  $ 7,771.00  $ 63,097.37  $ 71,753.08 
2/18 Building Fund  $ 1,220.00  $ 12,304.00  $ 7,403.83 
TOTAL:  $ 8,991.00  $ 75,401.37  $ 79,156.91 
    

2/18 World Hunger  $ 420.00  $ 1,950.00  
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