
SIDELITES 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church December 2021
 

 
 

Please join us for worship 
this Advent and Christmas, 
as we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Times 
Friday, December 24 

12:00 Noon, 3:00 PM, 
5:30 PM, and 10:00 PM 

 

3:00 PM Service will be Live on Facebook. 
 

No Christmas Day Worship 
 

 
 

Wednesday Advent Worship:  
December 1st, 8th, and 15th 

 at 12:15PM and 7:30PM; 
December 22nd at 12:15 PM and 6:30PM 

 

Special Worship Events: 
December 12th:   Children’s Program 

(10:30 AM service, also Live on Facebook)  
December 19th:  Cantata (both services) 
December 22nd:  A Service of Healing  

(6:30 PM service) 
 

On December 26th, we will worship at  
9:00 AM Only. 

 As we prepare ourselves to once again 
receive the gift of Jesus, our Savior, we 
encourage you to worship at Our Savior’s 
with your friends in Christ. Advent and 
Christmas worship services will be in person, 
on Facebook, or on television.  
 
We are so thankful that this year we will be 
able to safely sing the Christmas carols we 
love. You will notice that we have added an 
extra service at Noon on Christmas Eve. We 
hope this will help those who cannot come 
later in the day, and will also help those 
trying to stay away from larger crowds. Now 
more than ever we need to experience the 
hope, peace, love, and joy of Christmas. 
Please join your friends in Christ this Advent 
and Christmas as we prepare and celebrate 
the good news of great joy for all the people, 
the good news of Jesus! 
 
Your church staff would like to thank you for 
your partnership with us as together we 
make Christ known and as we live into the 
future celebrating all that is yet to be. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

 



As Thanksgiving rolls around, so begins the annual bickering between Alyssa and me. I 
hear her humming “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas,” and I gently say, “Alyssa, what 
season is it?” 

 
I come home and hear Nat King Cole crooning out a beautiful ode to Christmas, and I 
annoyedly grumble, “Alyssa, what season is it?” 
 

I hear the garage door open and from her car’s radio I hear jingle bells, sleigh bells, and Christmas bells, and I 
exhaustedly shout, “Alyssa, what season is it?” 
 
Here’s the thing though… Alyssa is right to enjoy Christmas music and I might be too much of a stickler for 
waiting until after Thanksgiving. Afterall, Christmas is the foundation of our faith; the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth into a world that needs hope. Maybe, in this year of all years, we can use some extra hope. Maybe, the 
chiming of Christmas bells can be a reminder that Christ has come! Maybe, we can be inspired to raise our 
voices in praise of a God who sets the captive free, brings hope to the hopeless, and brings peace to our 
world! Maybe, just maybe, we can find some much needed peace in celebrating the birth of Christ (even if it is 
early). 
 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m still going to be a bit of a stinker about singing Christmas carols in Advent, but that is 
because Advent also brings hope of the Christmas season and the promises of God. However, I will do my best 
to not begrudge anyone who seeks a little extra light as an escape from the shadow of this year. 
 
In fact, I think we could all benefit from seeking God in this time. Take time to look for God’s fingerprints on 
the world around you; people being kind, beauty in God’s creation, salvation and hope, any of God’s 
goodness. Let that inspiration from Christ be your guiding light to be that hope for the world. In the end, all 
seasons are for celebrating the goodness of God! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Dave 
 

 

 
 

During this season of Advent, Our Savior’s will be holding an Advent service of healing and wholeness. During 
this service, we will hear how the coming Christ brings gifts of wholeness and healing to his people. This 
service of Holy Communion will also have a time of laying on of hands and anointing with oil for healing. If you 
are in need of healing of body, mind, spirit, or relationship, please join us for this worship service, on 
Wednesday, December 22nd, at 6:30 PM.  
  

A Service 

of 

Healing 



 
 

 
Christmas Cantata 

December 19th at 8:30AM and 10:30AM 
 

Journey of Promises, a cantata by Joseph Martin, will be presented by the Adult Choir on 
December 19th at both the 8:30 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m. worship services.  
 
In the beautiful choral anthems and the expressive texts that are read, we hear the promises 
from the Old and New Testaments that come from a faithful and loving God.  Come and 
celebrate the birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

 

 

 
 

Join us for the LinC Christmas program! 
 

December 12th at the 10:30AM service 
(also Live on Facebook) 

  



 
 

Women of the Church---You are invited to a Christmas brunch on Saturday, December 4th at 9:30 a.m. at the 
New Ulm Country Club. Brunch will be served, cost is $13.00 at the door. Music by Pastor Dave, a faith story, 
and more! Prayer Partner sign-ups will also be available if you are interested. Ask a friend and join us! 
 

 

 
 

Theology on Tap  
December 2nd from 6:30PM – 8:00PM  

For Adults age 21 and over 
Join us for the second gathering of Theology on Tap at the Schell’s Bier Halle on December 2nd! Come for a 
night of conversation, discussions about faith, friendship, and a beer or 1919 root beer.  
 

 
 
  

Noisy Offering on December 19th will go to the Salvation Army. All money stays local and helps with 
emergency shelter. 

WEATHER RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

If weather is in question, please check our website and Facebook page for any cancellations or 
postponements. Be sure to ‘like’ and follow us at www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm to stay up to date! 
 

For midweek classes and programs, we’ll follow the lead of the public schools. If ISD 88 dismisses early, 
choirs, confirmation, and groups will not meet. We will also not hold evening suppers. 

http://www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm


 
Have you ever thought about helping out in worship, but you weren't sure how? Have you ever heard Pastor 
Dave or Pastor Kathy asking for worship volunteers? Have you ever wanted to have your name emblazoned in 
the bulletin? HAVE I GOT GREAT NEWS FOR YOU!!! 
 
On December 5th, between worship services, we will be hosting a worship volunteer training. Come and see 
how easy, fun, and rewarding it is to participate in worship as a lector, communion server, or usher! Helping in 
worship makes our services run smoothly, and is a great way to get involved in your church. And did I mention 
it is easy? If you have any questions talk with Pastor Kathy, Pastor Dave, or Shannon Stuckey. 

 
Faith & Books 

The Faith and Books groups meets on Wednesday, December 8, at 5:30PM. The book for December is “A 
Redbird Christmas,” by Fannie Flagg. A book is available at church if you haven’t been able to find a copy, 
contact Pastor Kathy. Questions to think about for our time together: How do you think Oswald would 
describe hospitality and community? Oswald describes his life has having turned “upside down” in just a 
month. When have you experienced that or seen that in our world? Would you like to be a member of the 
Royal Polka Dots Secret Society? Why or why not? What are the miracles you see taking place in this 
book? Where did you see God at work in these characters and can you think of people like them today? 
 

January 12th at 5:30 PM - The January selection is Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. 

 
Wednesday Night Suppers! 

We are so grateful to be gathering on Wednesday evenings for suppers from 5:15PM-6:15PM! All proceeds 
from the free will offering will be going towards Wednesday LinC programming.  

 

December 1st: Goulash  

(to-go option available) 

December 8th: Chili 

December 15th: Turkey Supreme  

No Meal December 22nd or 29th 
 

We are looking for people/groups to volunteer to help serve and clean up on Wednesday nights. The food will 
already be done, we just need 3-5 people to help serve. If you have any questions, please contact Annette 
Haynes at (507) 381-6552. 
 

Adult Ministry Craft 
Our Craft will have to be postponed into the New Year. We will have more information about a Lenten craft 

that will be happening at the end of January or at the beginning of February.  

  
Church leadership and Ministry Team reports to be included in the 2021 Annual Report are 
due no later than Friday, January 7th. Reports may be dropped off in the church office, or 
emailed to jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.   
 

mailto:jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org


Kudos to our Confirmands! 
 

Confirmed during worship on October 31st: 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for your generosity in giving to our community! Our congregation has directly contributed the 
following to various needs in our church and beyond: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Confirmand Parents 

Malorie Grace Anderson Darren & Nicole Anderson 

Courtney Marie Brey Brenda Brey & Loren Brey 

Sophia Marie Cooke Chris & Amy Cooke 

Daviney Brooke Dreckman Seth & Samantha Dreckman 

Ty Dean Frederick Brent & DeAnn Frederick 

Aiden Allen Gieseke Pat & Shana Gieseke 

Brooke Kristine Gramentz Eric & Patti Gramentz 

Parker Ray Kamm Troy & Denise Kamm 

Peyton Marie Kveno Seth & Kristin Kveno 

Bryer James Lang 
Melissa McMullen &  

Shane Harazin 

Logan Michael Lee Mike & Sarah Lee 

Ethan Michael Lieb Mike & Karole Lieb 

Noisy Offerings: Amount 
 June & August for Lutheran Disaster Response $602.18 
 July for United Way of Brown County Backpack Program $407.41 
 September for the Ivy House (f/k/a Southern MN Crisis 

Nursery) 
$152.01 

 October for the Food Shelf $118.31 
   
Women’s Night Out  
 August Thank Offering – Compassionate Friends $281.00 
 October Thank Offering – NUMAS Haus $302.00 
  
M&M Youth Trip Fundraiser $1,001.36 

2021 Year-End Contributions 
As the calendar year is quickly coming to a close, please remember that in order for your offerings to 
be credited in 2021 for tax purposes, we must receive them in the church office or be postmarked by 
December 31, 2021. Please consider the seasonal postal delays if you choose to mail your offering. 
Thank you for your gifts to Our Savior’s! 

 



 
 

OSLC,  
Thank you for allowing us to have Baylor and Drake’s baptism. We appreciate your flexibility in letting us have 
their baptism on a Saturday. We look forward to having them involved in youth activities as they grow up. 
Sincerely,  

- Allison & Robert Santaella 

 
To my friends in Christ at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,  
Thank you all for your prayers and the prayer shawl I used during my recovery from open heart surgery. Peace 
be with you. 

- Paul Egeland 

 
Dear Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,  
 

Thank you for your generous gift of $152.01 given to Ivy House on October 28, 201. We are thrilled to have 
your support as we work together to provide a safe and caring home for children whose families are in crisis.  
 

Your gifts help children who need stability in their lives, whose stories are often difficult to hear. One child 
said, “It’s safe here… I want to come here every week!” Imagine a life where your very safety is in question. 
Thanks to you, our kids have a place to go.  
 

I am thankful to God for you. Sincerely,  
- Michelle Markgraf, Interim Executive Director, Ivy House 

 
The family of Kent Nelson would like to thank our church family for all the love, support, and prayers during 
his passing. Thank you to Pastor Kathy for the beautiful service, Shannon and Dennis for their music, Scott 
Kathman for all his work setting up for the funeral, to the ladies who served the lunch, and to everyone for all 
the flowers, cards, and memorials. God has blessed us with a caring congregation. Thank you,  

- Dale Nelson, Scott & Betty Lou Nelson 

 
Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran, 
 

Thank you for your gift of $1,600.00 to Green Lake Lutheran Ministries! Your gift of mission support will help 
us continue to provide impactful summer camp ministry, including opportunities for important faith 
conversations. Experiences like these are integral to the relational ministry happening here and we know it’s a 
valuable point in a child’s faith formation. Your gift will make a huge difference in a camper’s life. We’re so 
thankful for your partnership in this important ministry! 
 

We will continue to pray for your congregation. If there is anything that you need from us, please let us know 
so we can support you as best we can! Thank you again for your partnership! Sincerely,  

- Travis Aufderheide, Executive Director, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries 



The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle Lighting on the 2nd Sunday in December 
unites family and friends around the globe in lighting candles for one hour to honor the 
memories of the sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, and grandchildren who have died. As 
candles are lit on December 13th, 2020 at 7:00 PM local time, hundreds of thousands of 
people commemorate and honor the memory of all children gone too soon. The candle 
lighting creates a virtual 24-hour wave of light as it moves from time zone to time zone. 

Hundreds of formal candles lighting events are held, and thousands of informal candle lightings are conducted 
in homes as families gather in quiet remembrance of children who have died and will never be forgotten.  
 
For more information, visit The Compassionate Friends of South Central Minnesota at http://tcf-sc-mn.org.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Written by Dave Eliason and Brian Pearson, this year's show brings us pert' near close to home. Winnie, 
native of Bonanza, Minnesota, is thankful to be away from home for the holiday season. With a new life in 
North Carolina, Christmas will look a little different. But maybe that's not all it's cracked up to be? We hope 
you enjoy this show with bluegrass flare (and maybe some accordion)! 
 

Enjoy the show alongside a four course meal complete with hors d'oeuvres, salad course, main course and 
dessert course. You're sure to leave full and entertained! Limited quantities of tickets will be available. Order 
tickets for one of five shows by calling our office at 320-796-2181! Visit gllm.org for more information. 
 

COVID-19 Precautions Update: Green Lake Lutheran Ministries is now requiring that ticket holders (aged 12 
and above) be fully vaccinated or provide proof of negative test result (FDA approved test) taken within 72 
hours of attendance. will offer a full refund for those who need to cancel their reservations due to COVID-19. 
Thank you for understanding! 

 
Unable to attend this year's show? Order a takeout Meatball Dinner featuring your Dinner Theater 
favorites! For $25 per person, enjoy homemade meatballs, mashed potatoes and gravy, glazed carrots, fresh 
dinner rolls with butter, pasta salad, raspberry cream cheese jello salad, and rommegrot. Preorder your meals 
before December 13 to save yours! 
 
All of this will available for curbside pickup at Green Lake Bible Camp in Spicer on December 17 from 3:00 
PM - 7:00 PM. Come to the main Chrysalis House parking lot and follow the signs to park. We will bring your 
food right out to you! When filling out the order form, please identify your best estimate of when you will be 
picking up your meals! With the purchase of a takeout meatball dinner, you'll also receive access to an 
online prerecorded performance. On December 17, the link will be sent to you via email. 

http://tcf-sc-mn.org/


 
 

 
 

  



December 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
 

  

29 
  

30  1 
11:00 AM WELCA Board 

Meeting  

12:15 PM Worship  

3:30 PM Wednesday LinCt  

5:10 PM Children's Handbells  

5:15 PM Wednesday Suppers  

5:45 PM Rejoice Ringers  

5:45 PM Youth Choir  

6:30 PM 5th & 6th Grade 

Youth Group  

6:30 PM Adult Choir  

6:30 PM Confirmation  

7:30 PM Worship  

8:00 PM Youth Group  

2 
11:00 AM 

Ridgeway on 23rd 

Service  

4:00 PM Pro 

Kinship Monthly 

Meeting  

6:30 PM Theology 

on Tap  

3 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

4 
8:30 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

9:30 AM WELCA 

Christmas Brunch  

5 
8:30 AM Worship & 

Facebook Live  

9:30 AM Coffee & 

Fellowship Hour  

9:40 AM Sunday LinCt  

10:30 AM Worship  

6 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

7 
9:00 AM Church 

Staff Meeting  

8 
9:00 AM Cards of Caring  

10:30 AM NU Ministerial 

12:15 PM Worship  

1:00 PM Beautiful Savior 

Circle  

3:30 PM Wednesday LinCt  

5:10 PM Children's Handbells  

5:15 PM Wednesday Suppers  

5:30 PM Faith & Books  

5:45 PM Rejoice Ringers  

5:45 PM Youth Choir  

6:30 PM 5th & 6th Grade 

Youth Group  

6:30 PM Adult Choir  

6:30 PM Confirmation  

7:30 PM Worship  

8:00 PM Youth Group  

9 
9:00 AM Immanuel 

Circle  

3:00 PM Pro 

Kinship Activity  

4:00 PM Oak Hills 

Worship Service  

10 
7:00 PM Family Movie 
Night 

11 
8:30 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

12 
8:30 AM Worship & 

Facebook Live  

9:30 AM Coffee & 

Fellowship Hour  

9:40 AM Sunday LinCt  

10:30 AM Worship - 

Children's Program  

13 
Sidelites Deadline  

6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

14 
9:00 AM Church 

Staff Meeting  

5:30 PM Adult 

Ministry Team  

6:00 PM Missions 

Ministry Team  

6:30 PM Children's 

Ministry Team  

6:30 PM Youth 

Ministry Team  

7:00 PM Facilities & 

Grounds Meeting  

7:00 PM Deacons 

Ministry Team 

15 
12:15 PM Worship  

3:30 PM Wednesday LinCt  

5:10 PM Children's Handbells  

5:15 PM Wednesday Suppers  

5:45 PM Rejoice Ringers  

5:45 PM Youth Choir  

6:30 PM 5th & 6th Grade 

Youth Group  

6:30 PM Adult Choir  

6:30 PM Confirmation  

7:30 PM Worship  

8:00 PM Youth Group  

16 
9:30 AM 

Conference 

Rostered Leaders  

6:30 PM Cub Scout 

Pack Meeting  

17 
8:30 AM Sidelites 

Group  

6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

18 
8:30 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

19 
Cantata  

Noisy Offering Sunday  

8:30 AM Worship & 

Facebook Live  

9:30 AM Coffee & 

Fellowship Hour  

9:40 AM Sunday LinCt  

10:30 AM Worship  

20 
6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

21 
9:00 AM Church 

Staff Meeting   

22 
12:15 PM Worship  

6:30 PM Worship - A Service 

of Healing  

23 
3:00 PM Pro 

Kinship Activity  

24 
12:00 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship  

3:00 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship  

5:30 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship  

10:00 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship  

25 
Christmas  

26 
9:00 AM Worship & 

Facebook Live  

10:00 AM Coffee & 

Fellowship Hour  

27 
Church Office 

Closed 

6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

28 
9:00 AM Church 

Staff Meeting  

9:00 AM Quilting 

Group  

29 30 31 
Church Office Closed 

Berbrich/Bjorkstrand 

Wedding  

6:00 PM Cub Scout 

Den Meeting  

1  

 
The OSLC Church Office will be closed on Monday, December 27th in observance of Christmas, and Friday, 

December 31st for New Year’s Day. 
  



 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 
This year, our Christmas decorations will include poinsettias and Christmas lights. If you would like to contribute 
to the cost of decorations, or if you would like to bring a poinsettia, please complete the form below.  
 
If you bring a plant and would like to have it in your home after the holiday, please label your plant. Plants will 

be kept for pick up for 2 weeks following Christmas. 
 
 
Given By ________________________________________________________________ 
   Please print! This will be how your name(s) will be listed in the bulletin. 
 
Choose one: 
 

  I will bring a poinsettia plant.  

  Please bring to the church December 20th and place on the table by Shannon’s office. 

 

  I would like to contribute $_________ toward Christmas decorations. 

Make checks payable to OSLC – memo line "Christmas decorations.” 

 
Choose one (please print names): 
 

  Given in memory of ______________________________ 

 

  Given in honor of ________________________________ 

 

  Given as a gift.                 

 
 
 

Forms must be returned to the church office  
no later than December 17th for memorials to  

be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 



 

 

 

 

 

1400 South State Street      Address Service Requested 

New Ulm, MN 56073      
Phone: 507-233-4430    

Website: www.oursaviorsnewulm.org 
www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm     

                
         
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship  

Wednesday Worship – 7:30PM 

Sunday Worship – 8:30AM & 10:30AM 

Facebook Live – Sunday at 8:30AM 

 

Television Broadcasts 

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)  

Mon.–7:00 PM; Thurs. – 5:00 PM 
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