
 
 
 
 

 

 
  



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome  
 
Opening Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 vs 1&2 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 

 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 
Call to Worship 
P: Sing to God something brand new! C: For God has done wonderful things! 

P: God has not forgotten to love us all! C: Even the ends of the earth have heard! 
P: Make a joyful noise!   C: Break forth in song! 
P: With strings and horns,   C: Sing praise to the Holy One! 
P: With the roaring sea and everything in it! C: With all the land and everything in it! 
P: The floods clap their hands.  C: The hills sing for joy. 
P: Thank God! God is coming to set everything right: 
C: Justice for everyone, everything fair. 
P: Sing to God something brand new! C: For God has done wonderful things! 
 
Greeting  
P: The grace and peace of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, Emmanuel, God with us, 
be with you all.   
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day   
P: Let us pray, 
C: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to 



proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 
sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW #279 vs 1&4 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel! 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 
Reading: Psalm 98 
 

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 



4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
the world and those who dwell therein. 

8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
who comes to judge the earth. 

9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
Hymn “O Come All Ye Faithful” ELW #283 vs 1&4 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-
1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, 
sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 

Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 

you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when he brings 



the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the angels 
he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” 8But of the Son he 
says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter 
of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, 
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 12like a 
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, 
and your years will never end.” 

 
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  “Angels We Have Heard On High”  ELW #289 vs 1&3 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain 

 
 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, 
The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 1:1-14 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 



10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 

 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Message  Pastor Kathy 
  
Hymn of the Day “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW #273 vs 1,2&4 
  

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
  

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 

 
 



Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy,     C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Offertory 
 
Offertory Hymn “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”  ELW #286 vs 1&3 
 

1 Your little ones, dear Lord, are we, 
 and come your lowly bed to see; 
 enlighten ev'ry soul and mind, 
 that we the way to you may find. 

3 Oh, draw us wholly to you, Lord, 
 and to us all your grace accord; 
 true faith and love to us impart, 
 that we may hold you in our heart. 

 
Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. Harriet Krauth Spaeth, 1845-1925, alt. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

C: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us 
to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 



wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 
 

P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution                
 

The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     
 

Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Communion Hymns  ELW #277, #281 
 

Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 



Benediction  
 

Sending Hymn “Joy to the World” ELW #267 vs 1,2&4 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 
Dismissal 
P: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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 Weekly Offering YTD Offering YTD Budget 
12/18 General Offering  $ 10,029.53  $ 443,065.55  $ 460,275.00 
12/18 Building Fund  $ 550.00  $ 69,215.08  $ 55,539.00 
TOTAL:  $ 10,579.53  $ 512,280.63  $ 515,814.00 
    

12/18 World Hunger  $ 70.00  $ 9,972.75  
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Joan Gerth, Brad Haynes, Cindy Hillesheim, Sharon Hulke, Mike Hylen, Joyce Jobe, Ken 

Johnson, Mavis Jones, Ann Julien, Dave Marsh, George Putnam, Karyl Putnam, Pam 
Riebe, Sharon Riser, Marion Rolloff 

 
 
 
 


