SIDELITES
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

November 2020
Count Your Blessings

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many
wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were
together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-27
As the old hymn says: “Count your blessings, name them one by one, count your blessings, see what God has
done! Count your blessings, name them one by one, count your many blessings, see what God has done.”
Although we are thankful all year, during the month of November we are particularly intentional in counting
our blessings. We even set aside a whole day, Thanksgiving Day, to be thankful. What are the blessings in your
life for which you are thankful? Where have you seen God at work in your life? It is good for our hearts when
we give thanks. In giving thanks we find reasons for joy in the midst of difficulties. When we give thanks to
God for our blessings, it helps us remember our God provides for us and is trustworthy.
At Our Savior’s, we have many blessings to count and celebrate. We are blessed by you and all you have
given: senior quilts, senior recognition with cupcake delivery, school supplies, diapers and other necessities for
those who suffered after the riots in Minneapolis, cards of caring, phone calls and cards to check in with one
another, prayers, use of a lift to reach our windows and light fixtures, worship volunteers, benevolences,
prayer shawls...this is just a sampling. We are blessed by a staff that has quickly and creatively continued their
ministry through all of the changes with the pandemic. We are blessed by your continued generosity of giving
so that we can continue ministry at Our Savior’s. We are blessed by ministry teams who learned to meet via
Zoom in order to continue their work. We are blessed by a church council that met several times each month
at the beginning of the pandemic to make decisions that keep us safe and thriving. We are blessed by a health
team made up of health care professionals and human resource professionals whose expertise has guided our
decision making. We are blessed by children and families who are using faith at home resources that will
strengthen faith and family. God has been at work in and through the people of Our Savior’s. We are blessed
by all of the ways you continue to share your time and talents. Yes, we have many blessings to count and
celebrate!
Scripture has around 1200 verses on gifts and giving. It is important. We are called to respond to God’s
blessings by sharing our gifts of time, talents, and financial resources. God has richly blessed us. We are called
to respond to our blessings by sharing what we have so that God’s love can be shared. In November, you will
be receiving a letter from our finance team about giving for 2021. Please prayerfully consider how God is
calling you to be generous in 2021. On Thanksgiving, and always, may we count our blessings, give thanks to
God for those blessings, and then respond with generosity in our words and actions.
Pastor Kathy Ulland-Klinkner

Dear Our Savior’s Congregation:
As everyone knows, 2020 has not been a normal year. Our Savior’s has been constantly changing, evolving,
and working hard to continue to provide all the wonderful services that the church has provided in years past.
The church council would like to first and foremost thank each and every one of the congregation members
for their continued support of the staff and the church as we continue to move forward.
Starting already last March when we, as the council, decided to close the church, through parking lot services,
moving to the front lawn, and now back to being inside the church with safety measures in place, we have
always been working with everyone’s health in mind. We all recognize that COVID-19 regulations and safety
measures are topics that not everyone feels comfortable with, nor do we all agree on decisions made. Taking
into consideration all of the rules, and the safety of our congregation, the Council is offering two different
ways to experience our weekly worship services:
● Stay in your own home with options on Facebook Live, YouTube, and public access channels
● In person services on Sundays at 8:30 AM in the Sanctuary and 10:30 AM in the Social Hall, and
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Social Hall.
Ultimately, as rules and regulations change we will also continue to move forward with the goal of opening the
church to normal capacity.
This is a completely unknown time to all of us. We all may not agree on the path back to normalcy. Please
prayerfully remember that we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. Working together, we will be able to one
day open back up to a full Sanctuary with singing, children using the worship bags, passing of the peace, and
communion. Once again we will be able to open the Social Hall to Fellowship with coffee and treats. We, as
your council, thank you for the support you have given so far and look forward to doing our best to allow you
to experience the best Our Savior’s can be. Trusting in God’s abiding presence and love, we will focus on what
we can do during the coming weeks and months.
Thank you and God Bless,
Our Savior’s Church Council
Joey Warta, Ken Varland, Bret Johnson, Maxine Remme,
Kathy Lund, Chip Rasche, Bob Gruenhagen, Susan Krogstrand

We will not having a joint service with Christ the King this year. We will have an online service only that includes the voices of many people in our congregation. The
service will be posted on our website, YouTube channel, and Facebook at 7:00 PM
on Wednesday, November 25th. We are excited that all ages will be leading us in the
litany of thanksgiving, confirmation students will lead the Apostle’s Creed and Lord’s
Prayer, and scripture will be read from people’s homes or workplace. Join us in a
service of praise and thanksgiving for all God has done for us.

10th Grade Confirmation
November 15th at 1:30PM
Confirmands are gathering on Wednesday
evenings at 7:45PM to prepare for Confirmation. If
you have any questions, contact Pastor Dave!
Our Savior's will welcome new members on
Sunday, November 8th, and Wednesday, November
11th. There will be a new member gathering and
orientation on Thursday, November 5th, at 6:30PM.
If you are interested in becoming a member at Our
Savior's, please contact the church office at (507)
233-4430 or email jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

Learning Together: Faith and Race
This summer, the School Sisters of Notre Dame and
the University of St. Thomas partnered to make a 7week course on racism in America. Their videos are
powerful. The Adult Ministry Team is inviting you to
discuss the videos and how we are called to serve
the world.

If you are interested in hosting a Trunk contact
Lindsay! Donations of candy can be left at the
church office.

Advent Festival!
th

November 29 at Noon, 3:00pm, and 6:00pm
Our annual Advent Festival will still be held...just
with COVID-19 restrictions. We are asking families
to pre-register for this event for safety reasons.
Each family will be assigned a table at their
reserved time and all the supplies for multiple
crafts will be on each table. To keep people safe,
there will not be rotating stations.
We are excited to continue this fun OSLC tradition
and we can't wait to see everyone!

Our first discussion will be on November 5th at 6pm
in The Upper Room to discuss the first video in the
series. Following that, we will meet on November
12th and 19th to discuss the next videos. All videos
can be found on the church website and on the
Facebook event "Learning Together: Faith and Race.”
This is a perfect introduction into a deep discussion
and we hope you will join us. If you have any
questions, contact Pr. Dave.

Basket Auction - Round 2
The Youth Team is excited to announce a Basket
Auction beginning November 8th and concluding
on November 22nd! We will again be hosting the
basket auction on 32auctions.com. A link can be
found on November 1st on the Facebook page and
on the church website. All money raised will go to
help fund our youth summer trips. Get excited
and ready to bid on wonderful baskets for a great
cause!

FOOD DRIVE
The Mission Board will be having a food drive during the month of November. The
proceeds will be donated to the New Ulm Area Food Shelf. You may leave your
donations next to the church office when you come for church or drop them off inside
the front entrance of the church at any time during the week. Thank you for your
support!

Women of the Church: Due to COVID-19, there was no bazaar this fall...which meant no apple pies, lefsa, and
other items that we would normally sell to earn money for several projects such as: NUMAS Haus, Green Lake
Bible Camp scholarships, Kikatiti Sponsor a Child, Kikatiti Water Angels, Operation Concern, Brown County
Family Services, and Living Meadows (f.k.a. Luther Memorial Home) in Madelia.
We would still like to contribute to projects like those mentioned, so we (WELCA Board) are asking the women
of the church if you would be willing to give a gift of money instead of buying bazaar items. Thank you for
considering this. You can make a check out to "Women of the ELCA-Our Savior’s Lutheran Church," and mailed
to the church.

Our Savior’s Church,
Thank you so much for the donated personal items you gave to New Ulm Public School Nurse’s Office. They
are very needed and greatly appreciated!
-

Shawn Larson, RN, School Nurse

Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran,
Thank you for your recent gift to Green Lake Lutheran Ministries of $166.50. What a blessing! Despite difficult
circumstances, we continue to live out our call to mission with a “ministry no matter what attitude,” leaning
on God and one another for support. Your gift of mission support is such a great example of this and has the
potential to change lives. I hope you stay connected to see what we will accomplish together because of it!
We will continue to pray for your congregations during these difficult times. If there is anything that you need
from us, please let us know so we can support you as best we can! Thank you again for your partnership!
-

Kirsten Palan, Marketing & Development Director, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries

Sixth grade students received their first communion on the last Sunday of October. The first communion class
was postponed last spring and they were able to complete the class work this fall. We welcome them to the
Lord’s Supper and are grateful for the gifts God gives us in the bread and wine. If you see one of our sixth
grade students, be sure to congratulate them on this milestone.

On Sunday, November 1st, we observe All Saints Day. On this day, we give thanks for all the saints from Our
Savior's Lutheran Church who have died in faith and gone to be with the Lord since last All Saints Day. We will
live stream the service for those unable to attend.
LaVonne Boyum

Sheryll Classen

Carl Enck

John Enwright

Art Fox

Herb Halvorson

Randy Hauth

Shirley Jorgenson

Howard Olson

Char Penkert

Marcie Perry

Joan Peterson

Bruce Severin

Kay Simpson

Alan Steinbeisser

Maksin Weber

JoAnn Wintheiser

Community News and Notes
Minnesota Valley Action Council is taking applications for the 2020-2021 Energy Assistance Season. The
Energy Assistance Program provides a grant for income-eligible households which can help defray some of
their energy costs, or assists those in crisis situations with disconnect notices or when they are almost out of
heating fuel. Grants are pair directly to the vendor. Request an application by calling MVAC at (800) 767-7139
or by downloading it at mnvac.org.
Scandian Grove Lutheran Church (42869 Cty Rd 52, St. Peter) Annual Lutefisk & Homemade Meatball Fall
Supper is Saturday, November 7th from 11:00AM-2:00PM. The Drive-Thru meal is $12, or $15 for double fish.
For the past 33 years, the New Ulm Sertoma Club has sponsored Santa’s Closet. This is a program designed to
provide Christmas gifts for children in the New Ulm and Sleepy Eye area who, because of financial difficulties,
may not otherwise receive Christmas Gifts. Last year we were able to donate to over 500 children ages 0-12,
two gifts, stocking stuffers, books, a pair of mittens and a hat. We are expecting the program to serve
approximately 500 children this year. Distribution of gifts will occur on Saturday, December 12 th. Cash
contributions can be sent to Sertoma Club – Santa’s Closet, P.O. Box 692, New Ulm, MN 56073. If you have any
questions or would like to help in some other way, please call LaNaye at 507-217-7011.

Join us as we check in on our friends in Woodtick Landing - the ice fishing capital of Minnesota! From the
comfort of your home, visit your favorite characters from last year's show and meet some new friends and
enjoy holiday music from local musicians through an online prerecorded performance, written by Dave
Eliason and Brian Pearson. Access to this performance will be available for $20. The link will be sent to you via
email on December 12 so you can enjoy the Dinner Theater from home! Busy on December 12? No worries!
The show will be available whenever you are ready to watch it.
And it's not a GLLM Dinner Theater without the delicious food! Order a takeout Meatball Dinner featuring
your Dinner Theater favorites! For $15 per person, enjoy homemade meatballs, mashed potatoes and gravy,
glazed carrots, fresh dinner rolls with butter, pasta salad, raspberry cream cheese jello salad, rommegrot, and
lefse. Add a plate of assorted Christmas bars for $5 a dozen - limited quantities available! All of this will
available for curbside pickup at Green Lake Bible Camp in Spicer on December 12. Preorder your meals before
December 9 to save yours! Preorder for access to the performance and food options available November 16
by phone at 320-796-2181 or visit https://www.gllm.org/dinner-theater.html! Contact the office with
questions by phone or by email at camp@gllm.org!

November 2020
Sunday

Monday

1

2

All Saint's Day
8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall
4:00 PM Youth Group

8

Wednesday

Thursday

4

5

6:00 PM Nominating 9:00 AM Church Staff
Committee
Meeting
7:00 PM Health
Team

5:30 PM Adult Handbells
6:00 PM Small Group
Confirmation Classes
7:00 PM Worship in
Sanctuary
7:45 PM 10th Grade
Confirmation

4:00 PM Pro Kinship
Monthly Meeting
6:00 PM Learning
Together: Faith & Race
6:30 PM New Member
Orientation

9

11

12

New Member Welcome
8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall
4:00 PM Youth Group

15

Tuesday
3

10

Saturday
7

13

14

20

21

28

10th Grade Confirmation 10th Grade Confirmation 10th Grade Confirmation
Conversations
Conversations
Conversations
9:00 AM Church Staff New Member Welcome
10:30 AM NU Ministerial
Meeting
5:30 PM Adult Ministry Mtg
5:30 PM Adult Handbells
Team
6:00 PM Finance Team 6:00 PM Small Group
6:30 PM Children's
Confirmation Classes
7:00 PM Worship in
Ministry Team
6:30 PM Youth Ministry Sanctuary
7:45 PM 10th Grade
Team
Confirmation

17

18

8:30 AM Worship in
Sidelites Deadline
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall
11:30 AM Johnson Baptism
1:30 PM 10th Grade Rite of
Confirmation
4:00 PM Youth Group

16

9:00 AM Church Staff
Meeting
6:00 PM Missions
Ministry Team
7:00 PM Deacons
Ministry Team

5:30 PM Adult Handbells 9:30 AM Conference
6:00 PM Small Group
Rostered Leaders
Confirmation Classes
7:00 PM Worship in
Sanctuary

22

24

25

23

Noisy Offering Sunday
8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall
4:00 PM Youth Group

29

Friday
6

30

19

26

27

9:00 AM Church Staff 7:00 PM Thanksgiving
Worship - Online Only
Meeting
7:00 PM Church Council

Thanksgiving - Church
Office Closed

Church Office
Closed

1

3

4

2

5

8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall
12:00 PM Advent Festival
3:00 PM Advent Festival
6:00 PM Advent Festival

Items to be included in the next edition
of Sidelites are due by November 16th!
Announcement pieces must be received
no later than each Wednesday at noon.
Email your news to
jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

Church Office Hours
Mon. – Thurs.: 8:00 am – 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 am – 12:00 p.m.
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Indoor Worship

Television Broadcasts

Sunday worship – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Wednesday worship – 7:00 PM
Facebook Live – Sunday at 8:30 AM

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)
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Mon.–7:00 PM; Thurs. – 5:00 PM

