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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Welcome  
 
Gathering Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” ELW #413 
 

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 

 
Call to Confession  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  C: Amen. 
 

P: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 
and confess our sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
P: God of mercy, 
C:  we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 
earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 
fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away 
from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Forgiveness                                                                   
P: Our God of love sent Jesus Christ to bring us forgiveness from sin. God gave us the 
Holy Spirit to lead us in our lives so we can bring the light of Christ to all peoples. 
Know that you are a beloved child of God and God forgives all of your sins. Go and 
bear God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.  C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day   
P: Almighty Creator and ever-living God, 
C: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic 
One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us 
at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Anthem “Grace Abounds” - Laura Story Sarah Steffl 
    

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Welcoming the Word  “Open Our Lives to the Word”  
 

 May our words, may our songs, may our worship this day 
 fill up our hearts and give us new sight. 
 May our prayers, may our praise give us light for our days, 
 and open our lives to the Word. 

Open our lives to the living Word. 
Open our hearts to the truth we have heard. 
May our words, may our songs, may our worship this day 
open our lives to the Word. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 18:1-6 
 

1I love you, O LORD my strength, 
O LORD my stronghold, my crag, and my haven; 

2my God, my rock in whom I put my trust, 
my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge. 



3I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 
and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 

4The breakers of death rolled over me, 
and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 

5The cords of Sheol entangled me, 
and the snares of death were set for me. 

6I called upon the LORD in my distress and cried out to my God for help. 
From the heavens the LORD heard my voice; my cry reached God’s ears. 

 
Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
 

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
  

 "For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
 we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 

 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

L: Word of God, Word of Life.        C: Thanks be to God. 
 



Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “Nothing! Absolutely Nothing!” Pastor Kathy 
 
Hymn of the Day “I Love to Tell the Story” ELW #661 
 

1 I love to tell the story 

 of unseen things above, 
 of Jesus and his glory, 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 I love to tell the story, 
 because I know it’s true; 
 it satisfies my longings 
 as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain 

 I love to tell the story; 
 I’ll sing this theme in glory 
 and tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 

3 I love to tell the story, 
 for those who know it best 
 seem hungering and thirsting 
 to hear it like the rest. 
 And when, in scenes of glory, 
 I sing the new, new song, 
 I’ll sing the old, old story 
 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



Prayers of the People  “Hear My Cry, O God”   
 

Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer. 
Listen to my song; Singing praises all along. 

 
Sharing God’s Peace 

 
Offertory Prayer  
P: God of wisdom,  
C: in your Son Jesus you show us the way of life. You teach us to love one another 
and to share the gifts of our lives. Receive these gifts, fruit of the earth and harvest 
of our labor, and lead us always by your wise guiding. Amen.  
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 

 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution                
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     
 
Communion 
 
Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 
Benediction 
 

 



Sending Hymn “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” ELW #888 
 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
 for amber waves of grain, 
 for purple mountain majesties 
 above the fruited plain: 
 America! America! 
 God shed his grace on thee, 
 and crown thy good with 

brotherhood 
 from sea to shining sea. 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 
 in liberating strife, 
 who more than self their country 

loved, 
 and mercy more than life: 
 America! America! 
 May God thy gold refine, 
 till all success be nobleness, 
 and ev'ry gain divine. 

3 O beautiful for patriot dream 
 that sees beyond the years 
 thine alabaster cities gleam, 
 undimmed by human tears: 
 America! America! 
 God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
 confirm thy soul in self-control, 
 thy liberty in law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
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