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I’m writing this article during the surprise blizzard in Mid-April…  I 

thought it was supposed to be Spring.  That’s what the calendar 

said.  That’s what the news said.  That’s even what the grass was 

beginning to say; little shoots of new life poking through the 

ground. 

 

We all enjoy being able to look forward to what comes next.  It 

provides comfort to know what to expect.  Yet somehow we always forget that life never works that way.  

There’s always a surprise blizzard, an unforeseen issue, or an unpredictable revelation.  How do we 

always overlook the chaotic nature of life? 

 

That’s the question of Easter.  When the disciples entered Jerusalem with the Messiah King, they knew 

what was going to happen.  He would take control of the city, expel the Romans, and bring peace 

throughout all of Israel.   ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΧ 

 

The Messiah King was betrayed, tortured, killed, abandoned by those closest to him.  The disciples 

expectations had been dashed.  They overlooked the chaotic nature of life and the mysterious workings of 

God.  Rather than taking control of the city, Jesus took control of death itself.  Rather than expelling the 

Romans, Jesus showed the Romans the love of God.  Rather than bringing peace throughout all of Israel, 

Jesus opened a door for peace to the whole world.   

 

Why do we limit what we think God can do?  Why can’t we just accept that God is God and we aren’t?  

We want control. We want the answers.  We want to know.  But, God has a better plan.  Rather than 

following our limited ideas and our sinful desires, God shows us a better way.  Its unorthodox and 

unexpected, but God works it for good.   

 

During this Easter season, look for God in the unexpected, unorthodox, surprising places.  Know that God 

is calling us down roads that are too long for us to see the ending.  Know that God is walking beside us 

bringing love, hope, and forgiveness for ever and for always. 

 

Christ is Risen.  Let us arise in faith, 

Pr. Dave 

  



 

tǊΦ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ tŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ [ŜŀǾŜ 

 

Alyssa and I could not be more excited for our “Niss-let” (little Nissen) to be born or, depending on timing, 
we are so thrilled that our Niss-let has been born. We are so thankful for the congregations continued 
prayerful support and love.  It is a nerve wracking time, but we both know that is will be so worth all of 
the anxiety. 
 
That being said, once he arrives, I will be on Paternity Leave for 8 weeks.  This congregation has a 
wonderful policy of 6 weeks paid family leave.  However, the Church Council decided to offer me a one-
time extension of some of my vacation.  See, over my time at OSLC I’ve only ever taken 25% of my 
vacation time.  The pressure that I put on myself to work hard and make fruitful ministry has led me to be 
unhealthy in how I split my time.  The Church Council, along with Pastor Gene, have been helping me to 
find an improved balance.  They offered to add 2 weeks of “vacation” onto the end of my Paternity Leave.   
 
I am so blessed to have a Council, Senior Pastor, and congregation that cares about my emotional, 
spiritual, and physical well-being.   
 
Over the course of my Paternity leave, I will be back for worship on occasion (I’m hoping to visit other 
churches so that I can bring back new and fresh ideas for how we can better serve God), but only as a 
parishioner.  After my Paternity Leave I will return and continue working in ministry with all of you.  This 
may be a confusing time as I will be stopping through, but I need to keep healthy boundaries for myself 
and for the congregation.  I will be bringing our little Niss-let just as soon as I can. 
 
If you have questions about my Paternity Leave, you can talk with myself, Pastor Gene, or Patty Young – 
OSLC Council President.   
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Pr. Dave Nissen, Alyssa Nissen, and Baby Niss-let 
 
 

Meet Our Visiting Pastor! 
 

Hi! I’m Rebecca Sullivan. I have served in Watonwan River Conference since 
2001, and have been retired since 2015. Since then, I’ve preached in 15-20 
different congregations each year, wherever God asks me to go next. However, 
doing a paternity coverage with you-all is a first, and a privilege!  
 
A bit about me: By the time I am with you, I will be a grandma for the first 
time. I have 2 sons. Matthew lives in Fairmont. Daniel, and his wife, Annelisa, 
live in Mendota Heights. My husband, Paul, was a professor at MSU-Mankato, 
but was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 2010 and died in 2012, which makes 

me a widow. My father is Pastor Earl Peterson, who served a number of congregations in this area, 
including Amboy, Rapidan, Butternut, Evan, etc. When I was 11, we went as missionaries to Cameroun and 
the Central African Republic. I attended school in both Cameroun and Nigeria. After graduating from 
Augsburg College with a major in Chemistry, I taught at a Lutheran high school in Papua New Guinea. 



Putting that all together, I am a second career pastor. I was ordained in 1998 at Messiah in North 
Mankato.  
 
I find that all the different parts of my life mesh together, and I love to explore how God pushes and pulls 
us to be a blessing in our world! Since 2005, I have been an active participant/leader both at the 
Watonwan River Conference and the SWMN synod level with our partnership with the SouthEastern 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Southern Africa. Connecting with our brethren in SA gives 
me great joy!  
 
I am open to what you need during our time together. Please don’t be afraid to ask!  
 

 
   

   SERVICE PROJECT 

 
Choir Faith Fun will be doing their Mission Project and Worship Service on May 1st, since 
the weather caused us to cancel Wednesday Activities a couple weeks ago.  We’re 
partnering with the Mission Team and collecting food for the BackPack Project.  The 
Worship Service lead by the children will begin at 4:50 p.m. All are welcome to join the 
children as they lead worship! 
 

 

CHOIR FAITH & FUN VOGEL PARTY 
 
On May 8th, Choir Faith and Fun will be meeting at Vogel for our end of the year party.  Every year we celebrate 
the children that participate  in our  Wednesday programming, Choir Faith and Fun, by renting the pool at 
Vogel Arena.  They do such a good job of learning Anthems and Liturgies and add so much to our Worship 
services. 

 

 
6th Grade Hymnals 

 
Every year, we honor the 6th graders of the Our Savior’s children’s choirs by presenting them with their very 
own, embossed hymnal.  These young people have memorized many anthems and hymns, learned many of the 
liturgies that we sing as a congregation, and have spread the gospel through reading the lessons and presenting 
musicals during our worship services. Some of these 6th graders have been in choir since kindergarten! Their 
involvement in the children’s choirs has meant that they have been worship leaders for this congregation and I 
couldn’t be more proud of them.  The sixth graders honored this year are:  
 

Kaelyn Eikanger, Rory Gieseke, Addison Haynes, Reid Krenz, Jaxon Salonek, and Bodee Schmiesing 
 
Three of the sixth graders chose to do the hymn memorization challenge.   Kaelyn, Addy, and Rory each 
memorized a verse from 15 hymns and performed them for me to earn another Praise hymnal. 



ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! 
 
On Sunday, May 19th, Our Savior’s will be celebrating our Senior Milestone! Our 2019 high school 
graduates will be honored, and presented with a quilt so that they may wrap themselves in the 
warmth of God and our congregation. Seniors should RSVP to the church office by May 8th.  
 

Thanks to our OSLC Musicians! 
Our program year is coming to an end and I’d like to thank all the 
Congregation members that have volunteered their time to be in Adult 
Choir, Rejoice Ringers (Adult Handbells), Youth Choir, Hosanna Handbells, 
and Children’s Choirs. Not to mention the people that have sung special 
anthems throughout the year. You’ve added so much to our Worship 
Services. Thank you! 
 
Thank you to Annika and Angie Anderson, Madeline Cacciatore, Dave and 
Alyssa Nissen, and Heidi and Ellie Wilker for leading us in Holden Evening 
Prayer. The services were beautiful. 

 
 

ά!ƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜƴŀƎŜǊƛŜέ 
On May 4th at 7:00 p.m., Bob Wirtz, along with his sons, Ted and Jim, and many more alumni, will tell a story 
worth hearing. “An Evening With the Menagerie,” the 30 years of Menagerie’s making from 7 members to 700. 
We invite you to share one special concert night of new stories, familiar songs, and timeless fellowship with 
Bob and the Menagerie at New Ulm’s State Street Theater – 1 North State Street. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 
for children 12 and under, and free for children under 2. They are available at Bailey Creek Boutique, New Ulm 
Chamber of Commerce, Hy-Vee, and online at statestreetnewulm.org. Tickets are also available at the door. For 
further information, please contact Angie at angkaysch33@gmail.com, or the “New Ulm Menagerie” Facebook 
page.  
 

 
The Missions Team has chosen a new program to support through the Noisy Offering on May 26th – Laundry 
Love! Funds collected will go to Laundry Love, which is sponsored by United Church of Christ. Once a month, 
UCC, in partnership with the Maytag Laundromat, helps launder clothes for those who need assistance. This 
program, which was started in January, helps with the cost of doing laundry while on a fixed income. UCC 
provides the quarters, detergent, and sometimes food to the participants. For more information on how to get 
involved with this great program, go to laundrylove.org.  
 
 

HEARTLAND YOUTH CHOIR IS /haLbD ¢h h¦w {!±LhwΩ{ 
On June 8th  and 9th  the Heartland Youth Choir out of Des Moines, Iowa will be coming to Our Savior’s to share 
their gifts with us during our regularly scheduled worship services.  The Heartland Youth Choir is a High School 
Chamber Choir that tours every summer throughout the Midwest.  Madeline Cacciatore, our Choir Director, 
was involved with this program when she was in High School and is the daughter of the Heartland Youth Choir 
Director, Jim Cacciatore.  We will be looking for host families for the night of June 8th and hope that some of 
you in our congregation will be willing to help out. 

mailto:angkaysch33@gmail.com


tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ IƻǳǊǎ 
 

Our Pastors are called out of the office 
during the week for meetings, visits, 
and other work, but during these 
hours the Pastors plan to be in their 
office. Stop by to visit, have a cup of 
coffee, or just to chat. 

 
Pr. Gene: Monday 9 AM - Noon 

Pr. Dave: No Friday hours during 
paternity leave. 

 

 

 

 
  

Roar VBS 
June 17th – 21st, 2019 for Pre-school - 5th grade 

 
At Roar VBS, kids discover that even though life gets wild, God is good! The best week of summer, with new 
friends, amazing experiments, creative games, super fun snacks, surprising adventures, and incredible music! 
During Roar VBS, parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join us at Safari Celebration each day at 
11:45 a.m., and on Friday for a special program! 
 
6th grade and up are invited to be group leaders and helpers. Prep/training will be held the week of June 10th.  
Are you an adult who wants to join the fun but can’t join us during the day? Please join our planning 
committee to help organize, set up, decorate, or take down! 
 
Go to https://vbspro.events/p/events/oslc2019 to register your children for this life-changing adventure! 

 Ministry Teams! 
 

We would love to help you promote 
events happening at OSLC! Please 
send items to be included in the next 
edition of Sidelites to Jen by May 20th!  
Grab ‘N’ Go pieces are due to the 
office each Wednesday by noon. Email 
news to jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon. – Thurs.:  8:00 am – 2:00 p.m. 
Friday: 8:00 am – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Join the OSLC Adult Ministry Team for Beer, Wine & Hymns 
for a fun evening of fellowship, starting at 7:00 p.m., at 
Morgan Creek Vineyards and Winery, 23707 478th Avenue, 
New Ulm. Stay tuned for more information! 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/oslc2019
mailto:jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org


 

  



 

May 2019 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

1 
MOPS?  

11:00 AM WELCA Board  

3:00 PM Choir Faith and 

Fun  

5:10 PM Hosanna 

Handbells  

6:15 PM Rejoice Ringers  

6:30 PM 7th Grade  

6:30 PM Confirmation - 8th 

& 9th  

7:15 PM Adult Choir  

2 
Interim Pastor's 

Meeting  

4:00 PM Prokinship 

Monthly Meeting  

5:45 PM VBS 

planning meeting  

3 4 
8:30 AM Saturday 

Men's Bible Study  

10:00 AM 

Confirmation 

Brunch  

5:30 PM Worship  

5 
9:00 AM Worship  

10:10 AM Congregation 

Meeting  

10:10 AM Sunday School  

10:15 AM Fellowship Ministry 

Team  

6 7 
9:30 AM Church Staff 

Meeting  

2:00 PM Text Study - 

Pastor's Meeting  

6:30 PM Youth Ministry 

Team  

8 
9:00 AM Cards of Caring  

9:00 AM MOPS Full 

Meeting  

10:30 AM NU Ministerial 

Mtg  

1:00 PM Beautiful Savior 

Circle  

3:00 PM Vogel Party Choir 

Faith and Fun  

5:30 PM Mission Ministry 

Team  

5:30 PM Youth Choir  

6:15 PM Rejoice Ringers  

6:30 PM 7th Grade  

7:15 PM Adult Choir  

9 
9:00 AM Immanuel 

Circle  

1:30 PM Ridgeway 

on 23rd Service  

5:00 PM 

Birknase/Fischer 

Rehearsal  

7:00 PM Girl Scout 

Leader's Meeting  

10 
4:00 PM 

Birknase/Fischer 

Wedding  

6:30 PM Painting 

Party - at Turner Hall  

11 
8:30 AM Saturday 

Men's Bible Study  

5:30 PM Worship  

12 
9th Grade Confirmation  

9:00 AM Worship  

10:10 AM Sunday School  

13 
3:00 PM Ridgeway on 

German Service  

4:00 PM Oak Hills 

Service  

4:00 PM ProKinship 

Activity  

14 
9:30 AM Church Staff 

Meeting  

11:30 AM Church Staff 

Lunch  

2:00 PM Text Study - 

Pastor's Meeting  

15 
3:00 PM Choir Faith and 

Fun Last Day  

5:30 PM Youth Choir  

6:15 PM Rejoice Ringers  

7:15 PM Adult Choir  

16 
5:30 PM Cub 

Scouts Pack 

Meeting  

17 18 
Zieske Baptism  

8:30 AM Saturday 

Men's Bible Study  

5:30 PM Worship  

19 
Senior Celebration  

9:00 AM Worship  

10:10 AM "Enough" Bible 

Study  

10:10 AM Final Day of 

Sunday School  

10:15 AM Executive 

Committee Meeting  

10:15 AM Facilities/Grounds 

Team  

20 
Sidelites Deadline  

4:00 PM ProKinship 

Activity  

21 
9:30 AM Church Staff 

Meeting  

9:30 AM Conference 

Pastor's Mtg  

2:00 PM Text Study - 

Pastor's Meeting  

4:00 PM ProKinship 

Activity  

5:30 PM Personnel 

Committee  

7:00 PM Deacons 

Ministry Team  

22 
9:00 AM MOPS Full 

Meeting  

5:30 PM Youth Choir  

7:15 PM Adult Choir  

23 
First Call Pastor's 

Meeting  

24 25 
8:30 AM Saturday 

Men's Bible Study  

5:30 PM Worship  

26 
Engstrom Baptism  

Noisy Offering Sunday  

9:00 AM Worship  

27 28 
9:00 AM Quilting Group  

9:30 AM Church Staff 

Meeting  

2:00 PM Text Study - 

Pastor's Meeting  

29 
7:15 PM Adult Choir  

30 31 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

1400 South State Street    

New Ulm, MN 56073       
Phone: 507-233-4430 

Website: www.oursaviorsnewulm.org 

          

                
         
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  Worship Services 

    Saturday worship ï 5:30 PM  

    Sunday worship ï 9:00 AM 

    Coffee/Fellowship ï 10:00 AM  

    Sunday School ï 10:10-11:00 AM          

     
 
 

Regular Broadcasts 
(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)  

Mon.ï7 PM; Thurs.ï11:00 AM & 5 PM 
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