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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Welcome  
 
Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In” ELW #532 

 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Call to Confession  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  C: Amen. 
 

P: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 
and confess our sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
P: God of mercy, 



C:  we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 
earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 
fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away 
from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness                                                                   
P: Our God of love sent Jesus Christ to bring us forgiveness from sin. God gave us the 
Holy Spirit to lead us in our lives so we can bring the light of Christ to all peoples. 
Know that you are a beloved child of God and God forgives all of your sins. Go and 
bear God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.  C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day   
P: All-powerful God, 
C: in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith 
and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Anthem “Do It Again” - Redman/Furtick Dennis Ellingson 
    

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Welcoming the Word  “Open Our Lives to the Word”  
 
 May our words, may our songs, may our worship this day 
 fill up our hearts and give us new sight. 
 May our prayers, may our praise give us light for our days, 
 and open our lives to the Word. 

Open our lives to the living Word. 
Open our hearts to the truth we have heard. 
May our words, may our songs, may our worship this day 
open our lives to the Word. 

 



Psalm: Psalm 119:105-112 
 

105Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light upon my path. 

106I have sworn and am determined 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

107I am deeply troubled; 
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, 
and teach me your judgments. 

109My life is always in danger, 
yet I do not forget your teaching. 

110The wicked have set a trap for me, 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111Your decrees are my inheritance forever; 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes 
forever and to the end. 

 
Reading: Psalm 119:129-136 
 

129Your decrees are wonderful; 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130When your word is opened it gives light; 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

131I open my mouth and pant 
because I long for your commandments. 

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
as you always do to those who love your name. 

133Order my footsteps in your word; 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
and I will keep your commandments. 

135Let your face shine upon your servant 
and teach me your statutes. 

136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
because people do not keep your teaching. 

 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.       C: Thanks be to God. 



Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “A Light for the Journey” Pastor Kathy 
 
Hymn of the Day “Drawn to the Light” ELW #593 
 

1 People who walk in darkness have sought  
a light in the heart of the darkest night. 
Just when we thought all would be lost, 
we were drawn to the light of God. 

 
Refrain 

Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 
drawn to the light and the morning. 
Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight  
to be drawn to the light of God. 

 
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! 

The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, 
bids us to come! Life has begun  
when we're drawn to the light of God.  Refrain 

 
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  “Hear My Cry, O God”   
 

Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer. 
Listen to my song; Singing praises all along. 

 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 
Offertory Prayer  
P: God of wisdom,  
C: in your Son Jesus you show us the way of life. You teach us to love one another 
and to share the gifts of our lives. Receive these gifts, fruit of the earth and harvest 
of our labor, and lead us always by your wise guiding. Amen.  
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 

 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution                
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     
 
Communion 
 



Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 
Benediction  
 
Sending Hymn “Thy Word”

 

 
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
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