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Remember

The older I get, the more I realize how important it is to remember. When I was a
child we often spent Memorial Day visiting cemeteries in southeastern Minnesota. My
parents, my grandma, my sisters and I would take the day and visit each cemetery to
remember our many ancestors. Grandma told stories about these ancestors and
explained how we were related to each one. Remembering my family in this way taught me more about who I
am. I treasure these memories that taught me about faith, family and respect.
On Memorial Day, it is particularly important to remember those who died fighting for our country and our
freedom. We also remember those who came home from war and those who served in peace time. We cannot
forget their service on our behalf. In remembering these men and women, we give thanks for their sacrifice on
our behalf. One of our freedoms is to practice religion as we see fit. We must never take this freedom for
granted, nor forget those who make it possible.
Remembering is also meaningful for our faith life. God says, “I will remember my covenant…(Genesis 9:15).”
We are told to “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy (Exodus 20:8).” Jesus said, “And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20b)." Remembering God’s promises helps us to trust God.
Remembering what God has taught keeps us on the right path.
Finally, it is important to remember those who passed on the faith to us. Maybe it was your parents, a Sunday
School teacher, a grandparent, a neighbor, or a friend, but they are the ones through whom you experienced
the love and grace of Jesus. Remembering these role models, teachers and mentors inspire us in our faith.
On Memorial Day and always: Remember all God has done for you through Jesus Christ. Remember those who
have passed this faith on to you. And remember those who have sacrificed that we may live our faith freely.
Pastor Kathy

Hello OSLC Congregation,
As we are all aware, the times we are living in seem to be in a constant fluctuation
with guidelines and safety procedures. The church council has been meeting on a
regular basis and have some very good news to share with you all.
Starting June 7th, we will be having parking lot services at OSLC. The council has
discussed things at length and we all feel this is the next step forward while

maintaining a safe environment for all of our congregational members. The council has made sure OSLC will be
following Minnesota Department of Health’s guidelines. There are still many details to be sorted out to make
these services as meaningful, safe, and smoothly run as possible. Please keep an eye and ear open for more
information that will be coming your way via Facebook, church website, worship announcements, and a letter
mailed out. We look forward to seeing you in the parking lot!
God Bless,
Joey Warta
OSLC Council President

Communion in the time of Covid-19
This Global Pandemic has changed so much of what we do. It’s changed work for many
of us. It’s changed school in a big way. It’s also changed how we worship. We have been
doing online services live to our Facebook page and recording them to post later on
Youtube; they also go on to the local tv station. It has been quite a dramatic shift in the
worship life at OSLC and I’ve been getting some questions about what the future might hold. I thought I could
take some time to talk about one specific idea: “virtual Communion.”
We have been away from the Communion table for many weeks and that has led people to ask about “virtual
Communion.” “Virtual Communion” means each family celebrates Communion while watching the recording
at home. Though it seems like a great idea to do Communion at home over the live broadcast, the ELCA doesn’t
condone it and there are quite a few theological concerns. For instance, Communion is centered on words,
bread/wine, and community. If the congregation is gathering in different ways (in different times and places
too) what does that mean for the community? Does Communion only occur in wine and bread, or can it occur
through worship? The main focus of Communion is the forgiveness of sins; if we have done confession and
forgiveness earlier in the service, what does that mean for Communion? These, and many more questions, are
too great for me, but better theologians are thinking and working together to help us understand.
However, the main reason we have not done “virtual Communion” is solidarity with other churches. We belong
to a huge organization with many members. When our Bishops and Synod offices discourage us from doing
“virtual Communion,” it isn’t because they are seeking control or power. They are looking out for the church.
Right now, there isn’t a sound theological way to do “virtual Communion,” and there isn’t a safe and
responsible way to do in-person Communion.
Pr. Kathy and I have been talking about this for a while. Our primary concern is for the safety of the members
of OSLC and for doing the work of the Gospel. We both have been missing the communion table as well; it’s
been very frustrating. For now, we will celebrate community with one another, sharing the Gospel at every
opportunity; we will look forward to the day when we can gather around the Lord’s Table and share in the feast
again.
Blessings and peace,
Pr. Dave

Vacation Bible School Update:
As many of you are aware, our summer VBS plans have been put on hold. Please watch for information to
come. We are currently brainstorming ideas. In the event that we are allowed to gather in larger groups, we
would love to host a VBS the first week in August. This may look different than what we are used to. In the
event that we cannot hold a VBS here at church, we are looking into take home VBS options. This would allow
families to pick up activities that they could do safe at home. Please know that we find VBS to be a very
important part of faith formation, and we hope to find something fun and safe for our OSLC kids and families.

Green Lake Bible Camp Update:
On May 4, 2020, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries made the difficult decision to cancel camp for June (weeks 1,
2, and 3). Unfortunately, this includes OSLC’s scheduled week of camp. As of now, our campers have a few
options:
1.

Transfer their registration to a week in July. Keep in mind these weeks would be tentative, as Green
Lake Lutheran Ministries will be following the guidelines of our government for further closures. OSLC
will NOT be choosing a week to attend together, as there simply is not enough room for all of us to
attend at one time. If campers are interested in doing this, we urge them to connect with other families
from church and pick a date that works for them.
*Please know that OSLC will continue to pay a portion of your registration if you choose to go in July.

2.

Cancel your 2020 registration. There are options for a full refund, or to transfer your payments to the
next camp season.

Please contact me with any questions. I will be here to assist with anything I can. Summer camp is such a huge
part in faith formation for many kids, and it saddens me that this year our plans have been so deeply affected.
God Bless,
Lindsay Medina
lindsay@oursaviorsnewulm.org

DID YOU KNOW?
When you access online giving through our website, you can schedule your giving for one time only, or have it
repeat once per month in an amount you designate AND on a specific day of the month that you designate. It’s
fast and easy – give it a try! Just an FYI: you should enter your offering envelope number as your ID/account
number. You can use your checking account information (preferred) or a debit/credit card. If you would like me
to enter your information for you, I can email you a form to complete. If you have any questions, please email
me at marylu@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

2020 Offerings vs Needs
General
Building

2020 April Income
66,904
6,082

2020 April Expenses
19,093
2,092

General
Building

2020 Y-T-D Income
175,325
20,750

Y-T-D Budget Needs
164,601
27,678

Zoom Bible Studies
We continue with a Wednesday afternoon women's bible study at 1:00 p.m. We have a Wednesday night adult
bible study at 7:00 p.m. The men's bible study is on Thursday mornings at 8:30 a.m. Please contact Pastor Kathy
at kathy@oursaviorsnewulm.org if you would like to sign up for any of these studies. Watch for details on an
upcoming book study!

Stay in Touch!
Please contact the pastors if you need prayers and encouragement. Please let us know if you are hospitalized
or there are other pastoral care concerns. We are available by phone, e-mail or text. If you do not reach us,
please leave a message on the church office phone: (507) 233-4430.

Christ in Our Home daily devotional for April, May and June is available on a table outside the church’s front
entrance. If you would like a large print copy of the current edition, please contact the church office at
jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

Dear Our Savior’s Congregation,
I am sincerely grateful to have been a recipient of the Malm Scholarship. Thank you for your generosity, which
has allowed me to continue to build my education towards a Degree in Agriculture Business. As I complete my
education at South Central College, I am very thankful for receiving your thoughtful gift. Sincerely,
- Justin Hendricksen

I would like to thank everyone who prayed, sent cards, phone calls, for me when I went thru surgery for stage 3
breast cancer. I have healed and am doing well. God bless all of you! Thanks to Pastor Kathy for the home visit!
- Marilyn Hudson

To Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Family:
Thank you for your kind words of support, cards, and prayers during this difficult journey in our loss of Andy Jon
Wendinger. Special thanks to Pastor Kathy for your phone call. Andy touched many lives in his seventeen years;
and our memories of him will be cherished forever. Your support truly made a difference during this difficult
time.
- Emily & Joe Gehring and Family, and Joleen Wendinger

Thank you to all the staff that has made possible the church services on Sunday morning. It is such an uplifting
experience to have worship available during these times. Hopefully we can all worship together soon in our
church. Blessings to all.
- Jean Anderson

Dear Pastors and Jen,
Thanks so much for keeping us updated, and for church services. Sure miss coming to church. Love in Christ,
- Mary Jo Solberg

Thanks for letting us be able to watch the services. God Bless you all! Love and Peace,
- Don & Eunice Olson

Thank you for all the wonderful online services during this crazy time!
- Kitty Rader

Thank you for your beautiful Easter music and meditation and services. I especially appreciated the prayer time
musical meditations. Very inspiring background for prayer.
- Barb Reilly

Our Savior’s Class of 2020!
th

th

th

On May 17 , 18 , and 19 , we celebrated our High School Seniors with cupcakes. Congratulations to our OSLC
youth, we hope to honor you with our traditional Senior Quilt Milestone soon!
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Online Worship Services

Regular Broadcasts

Sunday worship – 9:00 AM
www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)
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Mon.–7:00 PM; Thurs. – 5:00 PM

