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VBS 2017 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 1 
Bible Point: God made you. 
Key Verse: “Thank you for making me so 
wonderfully complex!”  Psalm 139:14 
 

Day 2 
Bible Point: God is for you. 
Key Verse: “If God is for us, who can be against 
us?”  Romans 8:31 
 

Day 3 
Bible Point: God is always with you. 
Key Verse: “The Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 
 

Day 4 
Bible Point: God will always love you. 
Key Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.”  
Psalm 89:2 
 

Day 5 
Bible Point: God made you for a reason. 
Key Verse: “For I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Ministry Focus 
 

What Season of the Church is the summer? 
 
Happy Pentecost… or Time after Pentecost… or 
Ordinary Time…   
 
The church has many seasons: Advent, Lent, Christmas 
(12 days), Holy Week, Easter (50 days), Epiphany, and 
everyone’s favorite – ordinary time!  During these 
seasons, we talk about their importance, but what 
significance does ordinary time have? 
 
Ordinary time is also called Time after Pentecost.  Just 
because it doesn’t have a specific name or obvious story 
associated with it (example: the nativity story for 
Christmas) doesn’t mean it’s not an important part of 
the church year.  The point of ordinary time is to remind 
us what is ordinary to Christ. NOTHING!  Over the 
course of this season, we hear some of Jesus’ most 
famous parables; we see him do some of his most 
amazing miracles; we hear the confusion and praise of 
those around him.  This time is anything but “ordinary.” 
 
We also celebrate “Feast days,” or days of celebration 
during this ordinary time.  We celebrate the Holy Trinity 
(1st Sunday after Pentecost), Reformation Sunday (21st 
Sunday after Pentecost), All Saints Day (22nd Sunday 
after Pentecost), and Christ the King Sunday (25th 
Sunday after Pentecost).  All of these celebrations are a 
part of this season.  This is the message of ordinary 
time; even on an ordinary day, The Holy Trinity is at 
work in us.  God is reforming and reinvigorating the 
church.  Our Saints are guiding us through the example 
of their lives. And most importantly, even on an 
ordinary day, Christ is still King! 
 
Let’s celebrate this time; a time of summer, warm 
weather, and the continued glory of our Risen Lord.  I 
leave you with the words to the hymn “Jesus Shall 
Reign” #434, which reminds us that we continue to 
serve Jesus throughout our entire lives. 
 
Jesus shall reign where ever the sun  
Does it’s successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
May the Spirit guide us all in this “Ordinary Time”, 
Pr. Dave 

 

A great big Fun Factory THANK YOU to 
so many volunteers who made our 
incredible VBS/Day Camp so fantastic!  
First to our deco crew:  Annette 
Haynes, Lindsay and Emilio Medina, 

Carol Brennan, John Ingebritson, Linda and Kevin 
Wieland, Deb and Tom Kaehler, Justin Hendrickson, 
Ashley Rasche, Aaron and Kaelyn Eikanger, Ally 
Steffensmeier, Rose Dobie, Colin Leuthold, Meleah 
Reinhart and Scott Kathman.  Words cannot express the 
talent and time that it took to build that fabulous 
factory all over this building.  WOW!  You all are 
incredible!   

Our adult teaching crew this year was Sarah Berger, 
Tiffany Bredeson, Becca Warta, Marlene Ingebritson, 
Amber Backous, Shelly Hopp, Carolyn Drexler, Lindsay 
Medina and Aleda Warta.  Our Snack Factory Truck 
included Annette Haynes, Kristin Kveno and Sheila 
Brownfield.  Thank you all for your time and talent with 
our kids, teaching them that church is a great place to 
learn and a fun place to be! 

Of course, you cannot possibly run a VBS/Day Camp 
without our incredible youth leaders from completed 
grades 6-12!! We had 39 youth who lead stations and 
crews this year!  Zach and I have said numerous times—
without our youth leadership, we are nothing!  Thank 
you so much y’all!!!  You’re the BEST! 

Next, a big thank you to all of those who donated 
supplies and money!  Your gifts and graciousness are 
much needed and appreciated! Thank you, too, to the 
OSLC staff who also was very gracious to give us the 
building and put up with the craziness!  

And, last but not least, to all of the parents and children 
who came to celebrate God’s most beautiful creation, 
YOU!!  We hope you had a great week here with us and 
that you will always remember that God made you, is 
for you, is always with you, will always love you, and 
most of all made you for a purpose!  Go and be the 
best! 

With greatest amounts of peace and grace, 
Becky Eikanger and Zach Hansen 

Saturday evenings at 5:30  
Sunday mornings at 9:00 

There will be no Saturday Evening 
service on July 8th.  We will still have 
the Sunday Morning service at 9:00 
AM on July 9th. 



Newsletter Deadline: The next issue of Sidelites 
will be in mailboxes July 23. Please have items for 
the newsletter to JoEllen by July 10. Thank you. 

 

From Pastor Deb 
 

Spring is baseball season, and 
we're seeing lots of curve balls 
being thrown off the mound.  
Recently, I caught a huge 
curve ball that took me by 
great surprise.  I was at a 

medical appointment a few months ago, and a 
lump was discovered on my thyroid.  Many of you 
know what happens when there is an "abnormal" 
discovery in our bodies---TESTS.  I had two tests, 
several weeks apart which showed a one inch 
lump, with "suspicious cells".  I was told suspicious 
cells mean there could be cancer, however thyroid 
cancer is the most treatable of all cancers.   
 

What this means, is that I need to have surgery to 
remove the lump.  This will happen on July 12, at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester.  The council has 
graciously approved a medical leave, and I plan to 
be out for the month of July.  Pastor Dave will be 
covering all pastoral duties while I am out of the 
office.  We are working on a calendar to get him 
some help with supply preaching, and pastoral care 
help.  This calendar will be posted in the church 
office.  Please help Pastor Dave in any way you can 
during this month. 
 

Having spent time with many of you who are in 
treatment for cancer, as well as remembering my 
father's death from kidney cancer 20 years ago, I 
can now relate more deeply to the fear which rises 
up when you hear the word cancer.  It is unsettling, 
uncertain, and scary.  And prayer most certainly 
helps relieve the anxiety.  So does good medical 
care.  So does the help and support of all those 
around us. 
 

Thank you to the church council for your support, 
thank you to everyone in advance for helping 
Pastor Dave while I am out.  And thanks be to God 
for abilities of our medical people who can care for 
us.  May the promises of God and our hope in Jesus 
Christ continue to guide and protect us now and 
always. 
 

Psalm 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam and the mountains quake 
with their surging.  

 
 

 
Holy Grounds Update: 
 

Thank you to the 
congregation & everyone 
who stops by to 'fill their cup' 
at the Holy Grounds station! 
 
Your free-will offerings at the 
Holy Grounds station in May 
allowed our Coffee Crew to 

donate $158 to the youth boundary waters trip for 
this year. 
 

Visit us throughout the summer to find out where 
our next local mission donation will go. 
 

PS - We are looking for volunteers. If interested 
please stop by the coffee station and let us know. 

 
Sunday Evening Supper! 
 

It’s time for a potluck!  On July 23rd at 
5:00 PM, join the Adult Ministry 
Team for a meal.  We will 
provide plates, silverware, 
and some beverages, but we need 
you to bring your best picnic-themed food to share. 
You could bring anything from watermelon to 
sandwiches, salad to fish, or as many bars as you 
can carry.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the 
Bulletin Board in the weeks leading up to our meal.  
This will be a fun time to come together, eat a 
meal, and play some games.  We’ll see you there!  
 

 

Outdoor Worship Service – Our Savior’s Church Lawn Sunday, July 23 
 



Council Update 
Your church council met on May 25th and the 
following was discussed: 
 

 Sound System Update - Council continues to 
discuss options to update the sound system 

 

 Pastor Deb will be taking a medical leave of 
absence from June 29-August 2nd. Pastoral 
duties have been arranged to be covered 
during her leave. 

 

 Report from Marilyn Sharpe - Marilyn 
verbalized some of the findings from 
congregational members.  Council felt it 
prudent to be able to review Marilyn's report 
and continue discussion on a later date.   

 

 A second meeting was held June 7th. Members 
from youth and children's ministry teams were 
invited.   

 The need for a special task force was 
identified to gather more information on 
how to proceed with Sunday school for the 
upcoming year.  

 Ashley Hendrickson-Raschke, children's 
ministry team member present, was asked 
to head this up.  

 The task force will be present findings at 
the next council meeting on June 27th. 

 
Endowment Committee 
The Endowment Committee has met three times 
this year to discuss the status and future of the 
Endowment Fund.  Members of the Endowment 
Committee are:  Charlie Bornhoft, Linda Heine, 
Duane Lambrecht, Darlene Meier, Marlys Zetah, 
Pastor Deb, and chair, Harold Remme.  The 
committee is currently developing a brochure 
about the fund, and applications for grants.  Mark 
your calendar for October 1, 2017 for a special 
presentation, and look for more information this 
fall. 

Sound System Project 
For the past several months the Facilities and 
Grounds Team has been working on plans for a 
new Sound System.  Dedicated Memorial funds 
have been given to this project by those who see it 
as a need.  An Audio consultant has been hired to 

spec out all the components and oversee 
installation.  He has worked with Pastor Deb and 
the staff to define our needs for sound in worship 
and other events held in the sanctuary.  At a June 
meeting the committee hopes to approve a final 
plan and look towards fall installation. 
 

Synod Assembly Report from Pastor Deb 
Large Grant Given to Grow Congregations 
On June 9 and 10 I attended the Synod Assembly of 
the Southwest Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America.  263 congregations from our 
synod were represented at the event held at 
Gustavus Adolphus College.  The theme was Embrace 
God's Mission; Equip God's People. 
 

Our synod has received a large matching grant from 
the Lily Foundation.  The grant is for $250,000 and 
the synod is raising a matching amount from 
congregations.  After deep listening among 
congregations, lay and pastoral leaders, our 2016 
Synod Assembly voted overwhelmingly to support 
three areas to focus our energy for growth; Deepen 
Congregational Vitality, Enhance Local and Global 
Mission, and Develop Servant Leaders. All three areas 
equip God’s people to embrace the future with 
courage. 
 

At this assembly we learned how our congregation 
can take advantage of numerous resources from the 
synod such as training in Stewardship, Tools to assess 
our vitality and mission, training for servant leaders. 
We are also invited to donate to the campaign. I will 
be sharing more details about these opportunities 
with our Church Council so we can get involved to 
further Embrace God's Mission and Equip God's 
People! 
 

Men of the “Saturday Morning Bible Study”:  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and 
every one of your for your wonderful participation 
these past nine months in the study of our faith. You 
are truly an inspiration to me and my faith grows ever 
stronger because of you men. We truly are “A Band of 
Brothers”. A special thanks to Bob Apitz and George 
Putnam for all the coffee you have provided to the 
group. Have a wonderful summer and hope to see you 
all in September. May the peace and joy that the love of 
Christ brings to us be with you all. 
 

Tom Postel 



Thank You to Becky Eikanger    
 

Sunday, June 18 is Becky Eikangers’ last day as a staff 

member at Our Savior’s.  Becky has done an amazing job 

over the past 5 1/2 years of leading Children’s Ministry 

to raise up many followers of Jesus Christ.  Please thank 

her for her service.  We know she will continue to be 

active as a volunteer, and look forward to continued 

ministry to grow disciples of our children. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you 
Becky!  

 



OSLC Bulletin Board 
 

 

 

June 2017 
 

Adult Ministry Team 
1. We are continuing to talk about a Fall Study 

focusing on Martin Luther and the 
Reformation. 

2. Planning a potluck for July 23rd.  We will 
celebrate summer, eat food, & play games. 

3. We are planning an Intergenerational Game 
Day for August 20th. Details to come. 

 

Children’s Ministry Team 
1. VBS     2. VBS    3. VBS !!! 
 

Deacon Ministry Team 
1. Material has been purchased to make a 

new altar cloth. 
2.   New pall and credence linen purchased. 
3.   Appreciation for volunteers went well. 
 

Facilities & Grounds Ministry Team 
1. Developing long range plan for building 

maintenance & repair 
2.   Street repair to be done by city next yr 
3.   Sound system planning in progress for 
      fall installation 
 

Fellowship Ministry Team 
1. The money collected during the 

Fellowship’s Lenten Supper will support the 
New Ulm Food Shelf.  

2. We are researching and buying adjustable 
tables for the quilters. 

 

Missions Ministry Team 
1. Mission cause for the summer will be New 

Ulm Food Shelf. 
2. Developing partnership to support 

Washington School. 
3. Discussing how to best help folks with 

unexpected financial needs. 

     

    Youth Ministry Team 
1. Mission trip summer 2018 instead of Nat’l 

Youth Gathering. Location decided, details 
being worked out. 

2. Amy Cooke leading National Night Out 
pizza meal at German Park July 31. 

3.  Valleyfair Aug. 8, Fairmont Water Park Aug. 
10 

Church Council 
1. Council is assessing staff needs and 

 planning for the future 
2. Council approved medical leave of up to 

 5 weeks for Pastor Deb 
3. Council informed that Stephen Ministry 

 program now Friendly Visitors program, led 
by Pastor Dave 
 

Finance Committee 
1. Developed monthly financial budget for 

             bulletin 
2.  Exploring fundraising best practices 
3.  Investigating use of credit cards for 
    donations/payments 
 

Personnel Committee 
1. Working with council on direction for 
       children’s ministry staffing. 
2. Staff had a successful team building 

Retreat. 
3. Pastor Deb will be on medical leave in  

July for thyroid surgery. 
 

Church Staff 
1. Had a delicious team building retreat 

2. 2017-2018 Planning Calendars set 

3. Thank you to Becky Eikanger 

 

 

 

Hey! What’s Going On? 



July 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
5:30 PM Worship  

2 
9:00 AM Worship  

10:15 AM Fellowship Ministry 

Team  

3 4 
Church Offices 

Closed for July 4 

Holiday  

5 
11:15 AM Luther 

Memorial Home 

Service  

6 7 8 
No Worship 

Service  

9 
9:00 AM Worship  

10 
3:00 PM Ridgeway 

on German Service  

4:00 PM Oak Hills 

Service  

11 
6:15 PM Missions 

Ministry Team  

6:30 PM Children's 

Ministry Team  

12  9:00 AM Cards 

of Caring  
3:00 PM Guitar 

Sessions  

5:00 PM Baptism 

Class  

13 14 
1:00 PM Ridgeway 

on 23rd Service  

15 
Zieske Baptism  

5:30 PM Worship  

16 
9:00 AM Worship  

9:30 AM Facilities/Grounds Team  

17  7:00 PM Adult 

ministry team 
meeting  

18 
7:00 PM Deacons 

Ministry Team  

19 20 21 22 
5:30 PM Worship  

23 
9:00 AM Worship - Outdoors on 

the Church Lawn  

24 25 
7:00 PM Church 

Council  

26 
3:00 PM Guitar 

Sessions  

27 28 29 
5:30 PM Worship  

30  Noisy Offering Sunday  
6:00 AM Boundary Waters Canoe 

Trip  

9:00 AM Worship  

31 
Boundary Waters 

Canoe Trip  

     

 

Thank You Notes 
 

Thank you so much for the quilt. I plan on bringing it up 
to UMD with me.  
Michael Messenger 
 

Thank you to Pastor Deb and Pastor Dave for the visits 
and calls. Thank you also to everyone for your calls, 
cards, and prayers. 
 

Thank you to Lynae Flatau for the donation of three 
new wooden (restaurant type) high/booster chairs.  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make my beautiful 
quilt. I plan on bringing it with me to college to keep me 
warm on those cold, windy nights up in Moorhead. 
Makenna Kluis 
 

Dear OSLC, 
Thank you for the quilt as a gift for the graduation 
milestone. I appreciate the time put in to make it and I 
will use it to stay warm during the cold Fargo winters.  
Thanks, 
Andrew Blumhoefer 
 

Thank you so much for serving lunch for our dear 
mom’s memorial service. The meal was delicious, as it 
was for Dad’s memorial service one year ago. Our 
Savior’s Church was very special to our parents. They 
enjoyed services at Oak Hills as well, when Pastor Deb 
would visit. Thank you for being a part of their lives.  
Eileen Berentson family 

 
Please pray for all of those your who are attending 
Sugar Creek and Green Lake Bible Camps. Pray that they 
are safe, have a great time, and that they meet God in a 
whole new way. 
 

Thank you to all of you who bought a basket, donated 
to the trip, or participating in the dinner for the 
Boundary Waters this year. The generosity of 
this congregation is truly humbling. Because of 
your gifts we can help our youth have great 
experiences that will strengthen their faith 
and build our future leaders! 
 

Our Savior’s outing to the St. Paul Saints! 
Friday, August 11, 2017, Game start 7:05pm. 
Watch our website, constant contact, Sunday 
bulletin, and posters around church for more 
information and ticket sign ups to come! 
 

Valleyfair: Tuesday, August 8, 2017. For all 
youth ages 7-12th grade! Watch our website, 
constant contact, Sunday bulletin, and 
posters around church for more information 
and ticket sign ups to come! 
 

Fairmont Water Park: Thursday, August 10, 2017.  
For all Jammin’ Juniors, ages 4-6th grade. 
Watch our website, constant contact, Sunday bulletin, 
and posters around church for more information and 
ticket sign ups to come. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

1400 South State Street    

New Ulm, MN 56073 
Phone: 507-233-4430 

Website: www.oursaviorsnewulm.org 

          

                      
     
         
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Worship Services 

    Saturday worship – 5:30 PM  

    Sunday worship – 9:00 AM           

     
 
 

 

Regular Broadcasts 
(Comcast Channel 14; NUTelecom Channel 3)  

Mon.–7 PM; Thurs.–11:00 AM & 5 PM 
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