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We had a great week at Cave Quest VBS/Day Camp here at Our Savior’s!
Every day, over 150 kids learned about following Jesus, the Light of the world!
We sang lots of great songs, played some super fun games, ate delicious snacks and met
some cool cave dwelling buddies to help us remember how to follow Jesus!
DAY 1: Jesus Gives Us Hope!
The prophets in the Bible hoped for the Messiah! Sal the salamander hopes and trusts that
he will grow to be both a land and water animal! Both of those are really worth the wait!
We broke some cool geodes and hoped to find crystals inside! It was a day full of HOPE!
Day 2: Jesus Gives Us Courage!
Peter walked on water during a storm and learned to keep his eyes on Jesus! We
even got a chance to walk on water ourselves! Mawtha the moth is courageous
because she flies in caves at night! Today we made cave snot, an ooy gooy sciency
gizmo to show us what some caves contain! Cool!

Day 3: Jesus Gives Us Direction!
One day, crowds gathered around Jesus, and he gave his Sermon on the Mount. Jesus
gives people good direction to follow in their lives. Radar the bat is great at direction,
too! Bats use echolocation to help them get around! We use Jesus! Some of us used
compasses today to find some awesome stuff! Keeping on track is awesome!

Day 4: Jesus Gives Us Love
Do you see Olivia the owl’s face? It’s shaped like a heart and reminds us how much we
are loved! Jesus loved us so much that he died on the cross for our sins and came back to
life to be with us forever! Today we used Flicker Flyers to try and ‘hit the mark’. We can’t
always be right on target with everything in life, but Jesus forgives us and loves us
anyway!
Day 5: Jesus Gives Us His Power
Did you know that Jesus left us a gift after he went up to heaven to be with God? It was the
Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit gives us power to be like Jesus! Ray the lightening bug has power
within him, too! We used lots of lights today to remember that our light shines for others,
especially with the Holy Spirit living inside of us!

Many thanks to everyone who made CAVE QUEST possible: teachers, youth leaders, parents,
everyone who donated props/food/money, OSLC staff and all the children who came to be a
super spelunker!
A HUGE thank you to Annette Haynes, Tom and Deb Kaehler, Tom and Marlene Ingebritson,
Carol Brennan, Brenda Ruch, Eloise Finstad and Justin Hendrickson for all of the decorating
throughout the church and Sanctuary! It was AWESOME!!!!

Go to www.oursaviorsnewulm.org to view more pictures from the week of
Cave Quest VBS/Day Camp at Our Savior’s!

Ministry Focus
Council Planning
Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many
advisers, they succeed. Proverbs 15:22
This June, leaders from our congregation council,
ministry teams and committees have started the
process of strategic planning. Our constitution
(section C12.4) calls for the “council to lead the
congregation in stating its mission; to do long range
planning…. Set goals, priorities….and evaluate
activities in light of its mission and goals”
Harold Remme is leading the process, and a variety
of leaders are offering broad viewpoints and ideas
for consideration. In the book of Ephesians Paul
tells us “be careful how you live—not as unwise,
but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity.” Strategic planning is a process that
helps us focus on aligning the unique gifts and
resources that God gives us with the needs of our
world and community.
Careful planning enables us to be good stewards of
all that God gives us, and will focus and accelerate
God’s work and mission in the world. It is
wonderful to hear the voices of our congregation
working together to articulate our shared beliefs
and values to guide decision making for our future
together.
As your Senior Pastor I am thankful to all of our
leaders for your time, talent and energy to help us
create a road map so we can continue to be wise
and effective servants of Christ. Our Saviors has a
wonderful legacy of g rowing disciples for Christ. As
our world and culture changes I believe we are
wise to look to the future and plan for how we can
reach into this changing world with our unique
message of hope and grace because of our creator
and redeemer Jesus Christ.

If you have questions about the process, please
speak with your congregation council members!
You will be hearing more about this important
work in the future. I am certain God will guide us
and strengthen us as we seek to serve God’s
mission for us in our lives.

Pastor Deb

Sunday, July 31
Our Savior’s
Worship Service
at German Park
200 N German
“Polka in the
Park”
 9:00 AM Worship Service
 10:00 AM Fellowship &
Refreshments
Bring your blankets and lawn chairs!
Invite a friend!
In case of bad weather – Service will be
held at Our Savior’s (Listen to the radio
and/or watch for a “ministry text”
message.)

Holy Grounds Coffee – Many have asked what
this is about. Its mission is about creating
conversations and relationship building by offering
a different option for Sunday morning coffee. It
was created to correlate with Fellowship. Seed
money was generously donated by WELCA and the
Fellowship Ministry Team. A free will offering is
accepted.

I Am Baptized
We are children of God. We are chosen. We are
baptized. We are part of the body of Christ, the
church. We are anointed as individuals and as a
community with unique gifts of the Holy Spirit to
share with all of God’s creation. We are sent to do
what we can at this time and place to mend our
broken and beautiful world.
This was the theme of my first sermon at Our
Savior’s. Pretty simple- yet significant for how we
live our lives. In a conversation with Linda and
Phyllis after worship, Linda shared that when she
washes her face each day she tells herself “I am
baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.” The three of us then covenanted to each
practice this at home for the following week.
Spiritual disciplines are sometimes easier done
when shared.
Linda was given the idea to remember her baptism
daily at a Bible study she attended. I wonder if the
leader of that study knew of Martin Luther’s
practice described so robustly by Nadia BolzWeber, in the following paragraphs,
“If you have ever experienced sudden
discouragement in the midst of healthy decisions,
or if there is a toxic thought that will always send
you spiraling down, or if there is a particular
temptation that is your weakness then I make the
following suggestion: take a note from Martin
Luther’s playbook and defiantly shout back at this
darkness “I am Baptized” not I was, but I am
baptized. When Luther himself was holed up in a
castle translating the Greek Bible into German so
that for the very first time somewhat regular folks
could read the Word of God for themselves, well,
while he was doing this he struggled mightily with
doubt and discouragement from what he
understood to be the devil. And he was known to
not only throw the occasional ink pots at whatever

was tormenting him and causing him to doubt
God’s promises, but while doing so he could be
heard throughout the castle grounds shouting “I
am baptized”.
Lutheran theologian Craig Koester says that
from an earthly perspective, evil can seem so
pervasive as to be unstoppable. And watching the
evening news would seem to support that idea. But
from a heavenly perspective evil rages not because
it is so powerful, but because it is so vulnerable.
Koester claims that Satan rages on earth because
he has already lost and is desperate. So if you are
going to join me in picturing our discouragement
and doubt as a force that want to defy God then
join me in picturing it not as powerful and
unstoppable but picture evil and darkness for what
it is: desperate and vulnerable.”
God invites and encourages you and me to be the
body of Jesus in the world, to be his hands and
feet, eyes and ears, voice and heart. This is our
identity and a purpose. The current leadership of
this congregation is discerning God’s mission for
Our Savior’s for the next 3-5 years. If you want to
find your own unique purpose in this congregation
and the world, please create time to talk to Pastor
Deb or Pastor David (who will join you in August).
Your pastors want to walk with you as you listen to
the Spirit whisper and respond when God nudges!

In Joy – Pastor Shelly Olson

Saturday evenings at 5:30
Sunday mornings at 9:00

Summer Stewardship!
We encourage you to consider using electronic
giving, and here are some reasons why:
 It’s convenient for you and provides muchneeded consistency for our church.
 No need to write out checks or prepare
envelopes.
 All electronic giving is reported to you on
your quarterly contribution statement and
does count toward your contribution
pledge amount.

Our Savior’s “QR” code for Smart phone users –
An easy way to give, wherever you are!
QR Codes, short for "quick
response" codes, are
little black and white
squiggly barcodes used as a
shortcut to link to content
online using your phone's
camera, saving you from
typing lengthy addresses into your mobile browser.
(You'll need an app that can read QR codes, such as
Google Goggles, which is a free downloadable app.)
Use the app, scan the QR code and see how easy it
is to give – either one time, weekly, monthly, or
whatever giving option works best for you! It’s
super easy to do!

Alaska Stock Holders Appreciation Dinner
Sunday, August 28, 2016
5:00 pm in the social hall at church
For all members who bought stock in the mission
trip: Come for a free spaghetti dinner, and to hear
stories and see pictures from the Alaska Trip! RSVP
information will be mailed soon!

Bible Camps 2016
Sugar Creek- July 10-15
Green Lake- July 17-22
Prayers for the nearly 50
youth who will be attending
camp this summer!

August fun dates announced!!!
Valleyfair – Tuesday,
August 9- for youth going
into 7-12 grades

Fairmont Waterpark –
Thursday, August 11- for
Jammin’ Juniors (all youth
going into 4-6th grade)
Look in next month’s newsletter for more
information!

Thank you to Leo Schugel for donating his time
Mission Trip 2016!!!
Brevig Mission, Alaska, June 23-July 1
We will travel to Alaska and lead a VBS, learn about
the native Alaskan culture, fish, take in the Alaskan
scenery, do work projects, lead devotions and
more.
We ask for your prayers as 25 youth and 6 adults
travel to Alaska to serve, grow, and learn from the
folks in Alaska!
Also, a special thank you to all members of Our
Saviors who gave to the mission trip. Whether it
was donating baskets, buying baskets, donating
money for youth work, buying stock, giving of time
and more! You are all such a blessing!

and the bus to the Our Savior’s Twins Game night
on June 3. Fifty six of us enjoyed a wonderful
evening in the new stadium. The age range of our
group was from preschoolers to active retirees!
Although the Twins lost, it was a good game, great
fireworks afterwards, and fun fellowship.

Go Twins and thanks Leo!!

Thank you to Chip Rasche, Jeff Krosch, Rod
Schumacher, and the OSLC youth who gave of their
time and brought tools to help construct the gaga
ball pit for church!!! It will be well used!! Also a
special thank you to Rod and Vickie Schumacher for
donating the materials necessary to build the pit!
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for being my church family and
supporting me since I was baptized. Thank you to
the ladies who took the time to make the beautiful
quilt. It will remind me of all my memories growing
up at church.
Thank you,
Madison Sunderman
To all our friends at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for all your kindness and
support. We sincerely appreciate the beautiful
funeral service and delicious lunch. We all have so
many happy memories of our years at Our Savior’s.
Sincerely,
Eileen Berentson, and family of Arlo Berentson
Volunteers Needed to Deliver Meals
Can you help us? Can you share a little of your
time?
The Home Delivered Meals Program (Meals on
Wheels) is very much in need of volunteer drivers
to deliver meals to elderly and shut-ins in New
Ulm. Drivers deliver 1-2 times per month MondayFriday. The route takes about 1-1 ½ hrs. We can
schedule to meet your needs. Please consider this
worthwhile service. If you are interested or have
questions, please call Jesse Capparelli at 359-2243.

Dairy Queen Blizzard Day – Plus a real feel for
what Pro Kinship for Kids is all about
July 22 – All day Blizzard sales
Crafts, games and more information about the Pro
Kinship program from 4:00 – 7:30 PM
Come buy a Blizzard any time on Friday, July 22 at
the New Ulm Dairy Queen and a portion of the
amount you pay for your Blizzard will go to fund
Pro Kinship for Kids activities. Pro Kinship staff and
volunteers will be available from 4-7:30 pm to
answer questions and tell you about the program.
Questions contact:
Pro Kinship for Kids
(507)359-2445 website: www.prokinship.org

22nd Annual Swedefest “With a Bang” in
Celebration of BLC’s 150th Anniversary
Saturday, June 25, 2016 4:00-10:30 PM
Bernadotte Lutheran Church Park
Entertainment in the park; Swedish Smorgasbord;
Fireworks and more!
For further details see the poster on the
community news bulletin board outside the Our
Savior’s church office.

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries
Quilt Auction
Saturday, July 23rd
Auction begins at 11:30 AM
Lunch available on-site
Green Lake Bible Camp, Spicer
9916 Lake Ave S, Spicer, MN
www.gllm.org
Newsletter Deadline: The next issue of
Sidelites will be in mailboxes July 24. Please
have items for the newsletter to JoEllen by
noon July 14. Thank you.

July 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Mission Trip- Brevig
Mission, AK

5:30 PM Worship

3

4

9:00 AM Worship

7:00 AM Joe on the Go

5

6

7

11:15 AM Luther
Memorial Home
Service

Church Offices Closed

8

9

1:00 PM Ridgeway on
23rd Service

5:15 PM Personnel
Committee

5:30 PM Worship

10

11

12

Sugar Creek Bible Camp- Sugar Creek Bible
Sugar Creek Bible
River Boaters
Camp-River Boaters
Camp-River Boaters
9:00 AM Worship
7:00 AM Joe on the Go
3:00 PM Ridgeway on
German Service
4:00 PM Oak Hills
Service

13

14

15

Sugar Creek Bible
Camp-River Boaters
9:00 AM Cards of
Caring

Sugar Creek Bible Sugar Creek Bible
Camp-River
Camp-River Boaters
Boaters

16

6:15 PM Adult
Ministry Team
5:30 PM Worship

17

18

19

20

21

22

Green Lake Bible
Camp/Shores
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Facilities &
Grounds Ministry Team

Green Lake Bible
Green Lake Bible
Camp/Shores
Camp/Shores
7:00 AM Joe on the Go

Green Lake Bible
Green Lake Bible
Camp/Shores
Camp/Shores
6:00 AM Men's Study
Group

Green Lake Bible
Camp/Shores

24

25

27

29

9:00 AM Worship

7:00 AM Joe on the Go

23

5:30 PM Worship

26

28

30

7:00 PM Church
Council
5:30 PM Worship

31
Noisy Offering Sunday
9:00 AM Outdoor Worship
Service at German Park
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Worship Services

Regular Broadcasts

Saturday worship – 5:30 PM
Sunday worship – 9:00 AM

(Comcast Channel 14; NUTelecom Channel 3)

Mon.–7 PM; Thurs.–11:00 AM & 5 PM
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