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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome & Announcements      
 
Call to Confession  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 
dwelling among us, who mercy endures for ever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
(Silence for reflection) 
 
Prayer of Confession 
P: God of goodness and loving kindness, 
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned 
away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and 
downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and 
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness   
P: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through 
our own work, but through Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come 
to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.   
C: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   
C:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty God, 
C: you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 



and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Anthem   Pam Riebe 
 

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 

 
Reading: Colossians 3:12-17  
 

12As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
P: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 96  
 

1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
more to be feared than all gods. 

 

Responsive hum 
 

5As for all the gods of the nations,  
they are but idols; but you, O LORD,  
have made the heavens. 

 
Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. 
Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 



6Majesty and magnificence are in your  
presence; power and splendor are in 
your sanctuary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the  
peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and 
power. 

 

Responsive hum 
 

8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy  
name; bring offerings and enter the 
courts of the LORD. 

9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 

10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is  
king! The one who made the world so firm 
that it cannot be moved will judge the 
peoples with equity.” 

 

Responsive hum 
 

11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be  
glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in 
it; let the field be joyful and all that is 
therein. 

12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for  
joy at your coming, O LORD, for you come 
to judge the earth. 

13You will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with your truth. 

 

Responsive hum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
 

41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When 
the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their 



relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 49He said to 
them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 

 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon  "Faith and Family”  Pastor Kathy 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy,     C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 



Offering Prayer   
P: Gracious God,  
C: you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish 
us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim 
your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” Communion will 
be available as you leave worship. For gluten-free wafers, ask the pastors. Children not yet communing 
are invited to receive a blessing. 

 

P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer    
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     
 

Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 

Benediction          
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. C: Thanks be to God. 
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Facebook Online 

Service: 
Sunday at 8:30AM 

Indoor Worship Services: 
Sunday at 8:30AM and 

10:30AM 
 

New Ulm Community Access TV 
Comcast Ch. 14 & Nuvera Ch. 3: 

Monday at 7:00PM  
Thursday at 5:00PM 

 
 


