SIDELITES
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

December 2020

Christmas Worship Times
Wednesday, December 23

Thursday, December 24

12:00 PM – Sanctuary Worship
5:00 PM – Parking Lot Worship
7:00 PM – Sanctuary Worship

3:00 PM – Sanctuary Worship &
Live on Facebook
5:00 PM – Parking Lot Worship
9:00 PM – Sanctuary Worship

Christmas Day
Facebook Only Worship – 9:00 A.M.

Ready for Christmas
I took the Christmas decorations out of the closet on November 14th. I even hung
some lights in the house that day. I love Christmas! I know it wasn’t even
Thanksgiving when I took out those decorations, and I know there is still Advent.
These things are important. But this year, and I’m not alone in this, I need
Christmas more than ever. I am ready for Christmas. I am ready even though I
have no idea what Christmas will look like this year. I am ready because I want to hear again the story of God
sending Jesus for us on Christmas. I am ready to hear again how God loves us so much God came as one of us.
I am ready to hear again how Jesus was born to the humble couple Mary and Joseph, in humble stable. I am
ready to hear again how the first people to hear about the birth of Jesus were the shepherds. I am ready to
hear again the angels singing and to hear them say, “do not be afraid.” I am ready to again do as Mary did,
treasure this gift and ponder it in my heart.
I need to hear the story again and again. I need to remember what I know from this Good News: From Jesus in
the manger, I know we are unconditionally loved and forgiven. From Mary and Joseph, I know God works
through unexpected people and events to bring hope and love to the world, even you and me. From the birth
in the stable and not the inn, I know that even when things don’t go as planned, God is with us and will help us
find a way. From the shepherds, I know that Jesus didn’t come just for the important, the wealthy, or the
people who have it all together, but for all people. From the angels, I know that we need not live in fear, for
Jesus brings joy and strength, not fear.
I am ready to hear the Good News of Christmas. It is this Good News that gives me hope even as we navigate a
pandemic. So yes, I am ready for Christmas. I am ready to hear words of hope, joy, peace and love. I am ready,
and hope you are too, to hear again the story of the birth of Jesus. I am ready to hear again how this story
changes everything.
Pastor Kathy

Christmas worship may look and feel different this year, but the
message of Christ’s birth and the hope, peace, love and joy, that it
brings the world never changes. We are offering several ways to
worship December 23rd – 25th:
December 23rd and 24th

In person worship in the Sanctuary. At
these services, we will not be singing,
but there will be music.

December 23rd and 24th

Parking lot worship. At these services you may be outside your car (weather
permitting!) or inside your car listening on the radio. The service will be shorter
and we will be able to sing much loved Christmas hymns together.

December 24th

The 3:00 PM service will be live streamed on Facebook and shared on YouTube
at a later time.

December 25th

Christmas worship, recorded earlier. This service will be different than the
December 24th service, and will be premiered on Facebook at 9:00 AM. It will
also be on public access television Christmas night.

“In Deepest Night,” a service of lament, healing, and hope will be online only on December 16, at 7:00 PM.
While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or like
celebrating. Especially this year, many are feeling the grief of missing out on important milestones and events
due to the coronavirus. We lament we couldn’t have the funeral we had hoped for our loved one, or the
graduation party, or the wedding reception. At Our Savior’s, we lament that we couldn’t have funeral lunches,
a first communion meal, senior quilts, confirmation on Sunday morning, and so many other things we miss in
gathering together.
Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified at this time of year. There is
so much we are missing and grieving, and this service will give us a chance to name those things, pray, and
hear words of hope and healing from God. As part of the service, we will be lighting candles; you may want to
have a candle or candles at home that you light as you remember a loved one, pray for healing, or name your
grief.

Tidings of Comfort and Joy
th

On Sunday, December 20 , members of the OSLC
Adult Choir will be presenting "Tidings of Comfort
and Joy" during our regularly scheduled worship
services. This will be a video only presentation due
to COVID-19, and will also be posted on Facebook
to view after our 8:30 a.m. worship service. During
this season of uncertainty and fear, we're hoping
the simple story of the Nativity will bring comfort
and joy to all who listen in.

During the month of December, OSLC will have the
church decorated in lights to celebrate the JOY of the
Christmas Season. We invite you to come and drive
around the block to see the whole church lit up with
Christmas Trees, an Angel and a beautiful Nativity
Scene in the front entry. And for fun, we'll be moving
around a red JOY (pictured above) to different
windows throughout the month. Bring the family by
our church and see if kids young and old can FIND THE
JOY!

Join us for the Sunday School Christmas program!
This year, due to COVID-19, our youth will be presenting a video
version of their Sunday School program during worship on Sunday,
December 13th. The video will also be posted on our Facebook page
following the worship service.

On Sunday, November 15th in a special worship service, we celebrated the Rite of Confirmation.
Congratulations to our 10th graders on achieving this important faith milestone!
Cole Fortwengler
Taylor Hansen
Bryn Nesvold
Addison Rustin

Gianna Fortwengler
Benjamin Hohensee
Rylan O’Neill
Blake Soukup
Katie Wilker

Calyn Glaser
Grace Julien
Emma Radloff
Saige Wilfahrt

WELCA Reminder: If you have forgotten to send a monetary gift to WELCA for such projects as Green Lake
Bible Camp Sponsorships, Food Shelf, NUMAS Haus, etc., there is still time. Please send by Dec. 10th. Thank
you.
WELCA Prayer Partners: Usually WELCA would be having a brunch in December at the Country Club. At that
time we would reveal our Prayer Partner. Due to the virus this will not happen this year. We ask that everyone
keep their prayer partner from last year for another year.
A note from the Finance Team: As we come to December, the Finance Team would
like to thank you for your generosity in 2020. Our general offerings are slightly behind
the budget; however, our building fund is further behind. We hope to end the year
strong in both our general offerings and building fund. You will be glad to know that
we have been able to give what we have budgeted for benevolences. Again, thank
you for your generosity.

The Southwestern Minnesota Synod will be electing a Bishop at the Synod Assembly on June 11-13, 2021.
The letter to the congregation explaining this process began with words from the Synod mission statement:
“Together we have what we need.” Please pray for our Synod and this process that the Holy Spirit would lift
up a bishop with all of the gifts and skills needed as we move forward. Bishop Jon Anderson will not be a
candidate. Congregations and individuals may nominate people to serve as bishop. Names must be submitted
prior to February 15, 2021. Conference Assemblies may submit names to the Bishop Election Committee until
March 25, 2021. At the Synod Assembly, voting members will officially nominate by ecclesiastical ballot any
ELCA pastor in good standing. Further information on this election and how to nominate someone is available
on the Synod website: www.swmnelca.org and also available in the church office.
ELCA Good Gifts gives an opportunity to give Christmas gifts that make a difference.
You can help fund water projects, school supplies, mosquito nets, farm animals and
much more in places around the world. If you are looking for a different type of gift
this year, or would like to give yourself, check out www.ELCA.org/goodgifts.
The New Ulm Jaycees are now accepting donations for their annual Christmas basket fund drive. They will
deliver baskets of food to over 100 local families. Donations can be sent to New Ulm Jaycee, P.O. Box 331,
New Ulm, MN 56073.

2020 Year-End Contributions

Dear Men’s Bible Study Group,
Thank you so much for the beautiful plant in
memory of Carl. He enjoyed meeting with the
group very much. It is comforting to know he is
with the Lord Jesus and is pain free. God bless
you all!
-

As the calendar year is quickly coming to a close,
please remember that in order for your offerings
to be credited in 2020 for tax purposes, we must
receive them in the church office by December
31, 2020. If you are mailing your offerings, it is
important that they be postmarked by
December 31, 2020. New Ulm residents should
be aware that outgoing mail is not postmarked
locally, and an extra day of mailing time is
needed. Thank you for your gifts to Our Savior’s!

Coryn, Kimberly, Natalie & Veronica

Annual Report Time!
Church leadership and Ministry Team reports to be
included in the 2020 Annual Report are due no later than
Monday, January 4th. Reports may be dropped off in the
church office, or emailed to jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
This year, our Advent and Christmas decorations will include poinsettias and Christmas lights. If you would like
to contribute to the cost of decorations, or if you would like to bring a poinsettia, please complete the form
below.
If you bring a plant and would like to have it in your home after the holiday, please label your plant. Plants will
be kept for pick up for 2 weeks following Christmas.

Given By ________________________________________________________________
Please print! This will be how your name(s) will be listed in the bulletin.
Choose one:




I will bring a poinsettia plant.
Please bring to the church December 18th and place on the table by Shannon’s office.
I would like to contribute $_________ toward Christmas decorations.
Make checks payable to OSLC – memo line "Christmas decorations.”

Choose one (please print names):



Given in memory of ______________________________



Given in honor of ________________________________



Given as a gift.

Forms must be returned to the church office
no later than December 14th for memorials to
be included in the Christmas Eve bulletin.

December 2020
Sunday
29

Monday
30

6

7

8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall

13

14

8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
9:45 AM Pool Baptism
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall

20

21

8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall

27

28

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

9:00 AM Church Staff 6:00 PM Small Group
Meeting
Confirmation Classes
6:30 PM Youth Ministry
Team

4:00 PM Pro Kinship
Monthly Meeting
6:00 PM Learning
Together: Faith & Race

8

9

10

9:00 AM Church Staff
Meeting
5:30 PM Adult Ministry
Team Meeting
6:30 PM Children's
Ministry Team Meeting
6:30 PM Youth Ministry
Team

10:30 AM NU Ministerial 6:00 PM Learning
Mtg
Together: Faith & Race
6:00 PM Small Group
Confirmation Classes

15

16

17

Friday
5

11

12

18

19

25

26

9:00 AM Church Staff 7:00 PM "In Deepest
Night" Service of
Meeting
6:00 PM Missions
Healing - Online Only
Ministry Team
7:30 PM Finance Team

9:30 AM Conference
Rostered Leaders

22

23

24

9:00 AM Church Staff
Meeting
7:00 PM Church
Council Meeting

12:00 PM Christmas
Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 PM Christmas
Worship - Parking Lot
7:00 PM Christmas
Worship in Sanctuary

3:00 PM Christmas
Christmas Day Worship in Sanctuary Church Office Closed
5:00 PM Christmas
9:00 AM Christmas
Worship - Parking Lot Worship - ONLINE
9:00 PM Christmas
ONLY
Worship in Sanctuary

29

30

31

Noisy Offering Sunday
8:30 AM Worship in
Sanctuary & Facebook Live
10:30 AM Worship in Social
Hall

Saturday

4

1

2

New Year's Day Church Office Closed

Church Office Hours
Mon. – Thurs.: 8:00 am – 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 am – 12:00 p.m.
The OSLC Church Office will be closed on
Friday, December 25th in observance of
Christmas, and Friday, January 1st for New
Year’s Day.

Items to be included in the next edition
of Sidelites are due by December 14th!
Announcement pieces must be received
no later than each Wednesday at noon.
Email your news to
jen@oursaviorsnewulm.org.
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Indoor Worship

Television Broadcasts

Sunday worship – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Facebook Live – Sunday at 8:30 AM

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)

SIDELITES

Mon.–7:00 PM; Thurs. – 5:00 PM

