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Peace! Be Still!

While I was growing up, the county fair week was a big week. I was in 4-H, so much
of the week was spent on my fair projects. A highlight of the week was the day we
spent at the Midway going on rides. My sister, cousin, and I were allowed to
choose three rides. We all wanted to go on the ferris wheel and the merry-goround. I was usually outvoted and the third ride was almost always the tilt-a-whirl.
Do you know that ride? You sit in the car and it spins one way, then another way, fast, then slow…it’s
unpredictable. You don’t know which way it will spin or how fast it will go. It’s chaos. Chaos has to do with
being in a state of utter confusion or disorder; a total lack of organization. Some would say that perfectly
describes my desk on many days, or it’s what my parents’ yard looked like after a tornado in 1984, or it’s what
life looks like in a pandemic.
Sometimes the pandemic feels like that tilt-a-whirl, unpredictable and chaotic. As doctors and researchers
learn more about the corona virus, recommendations for how we stay safe and healthy change, and
sometimes it confuses us. In our personal lives, we have faced decisions on whether or not we should
continue with special events and gatherings, and if we continue, we must decide how we will gather safely. At
Our Savior’s, we have gone from worshiping in person each Saturday and Sunday at Our Saviors, to Facebook
and television only, to the parking lot, and to the church lawn. Maybe there are other things going on in your
life that are leading to a feeling of chaos: relationships, conflicts, bad decisions, financial stress, or job
problems. Sometimes we have a feeling of losing control and not knowing which direction to turn to find some
order for our life or to find solutions for this lack of control.
In times of unpredictability and chaos, Jesus says to us, as he said to the stormy seas, “Peace! Be still! (Mark
4:39).” It’s like Jesus is saying to the disciples and to us, “I have your back. You’re not alone. Trust me, and in
the chaos, you will find peace.” Life is unpredictable and the pandemic is unpredictable; God’s love and care
for us is constant and sure. We can trust that. Even though I didn’t like how dizzy I felt from the tilt-a-whirl, I
trusted it was safe, that those cars wouldn’t spin right off the platform. We can place that same trust in God,
to help us through the unpredictability in our lives and world.
Our church council and health team, with God’s help, are helping Our
Savior’s navigate through the unpredictable time of this pandemic.
They meet often and are making decisions to keep our members,
staff, and visitors as safe and healthy as possible. August worship
services will continue to be held on the church lawn, weather
permitting. It has been a joy to be able to gather in this way, while at
the same time gathering with so many of you on Facebook, on the
television, or in cars tuned to our FM channel. The health team and

church council will continue to keep up with current information and make decisions based on that
information. These are not easy decisions and I am so grateful for their leadership. While weekly worship is
held outdoors, weddings and funerals may be held indoors with a limit of 50 people (through August).
Our church staff continues to plan for a variety of options for welcoming new members; confirmation; Sunday
School; Choir, Faith and Fun; bible study, and all of the ministries and programs we typically begin in
September. When those decisions are made, information will be on the website, in the newsletter, and there
will special mailings to families.
We continue to be the church together. We continue to pray for one another, care for one another, worship
together, and care for the people of our community and world. In the unpredictability and the chaos, God is
with us, calling us to trust, and calling us forth to share his love and grace with the world.
Pastor Kathy

Worship with us on the lawn!
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

My Sister-in Law, Bethany (a Lutheran Pastor), was a canoe guide in the Boundary
Waters for multiple summers. She was incredible at it and had a way of connecting
nature to faith that I find powerful and inspiring. I kept thinking about her as we
came to the first week in August because that was when we had planned to go to
the Boundary Waters before the pandemic began. I was so disappointed, as were
many of our Youth, that we couldn’t go on the trip.
The Boundary Waters are a beautiful area where no motorized boats are allowed. No phones, no lights, no
motorcars, not a single luxury (for all you Gilligan’s Island fans). If you haven’t been, I encourage you to find a
time to go. Begin disappointed about not going on the trip, I started trying to justify why it wouldn’t be a good
trip anyway: I would be stinky; there are bugs; it can be hot during the days and too cold at night; it could be
rainy…
That’s when I remembered something that Bethany had told me years ago. Before she left on a trip, she was
praying with the group she would lead. She asked for prayer requests and multiple Youth said they should
pray for good weather. Bethany, without missing a beat, said, “Sure.” How about we also pray for ‘good
weather’ in our hearts, minds, and souls?” I like to think the Youth being led by her saw the incredible
wisdom in this question. Even if the weather outside isn’t what we want, we can still find good weather in our
lives through friendship, compassion, and hope.
This is the prayer that we need right now. The world around us is in a storm of a pandemic, social unrest, and
frustration with each other. We need to pray for healing, peace, and patience, but with that we need to be
praying for those things to inhabit us. The storm rages around us, let’s pray for good weather in our hearts,
minds, and souls!
God of sunshine and storms, the clouds of fear keep coming in over the horizon. The lightning of hate flashes
around us. The thunder of disagreement and violence shakes us. Remind us of your presence. Reveal yourself
in the midst of the storm and remind us of how you calm storms with a whisper. Calm the storm around us,
but also calm the storms within us. Hold us steady against the wind. Give us compassion. Give us sunshine
that we can bring light to the shadows. Make us shelters against the storm for those who need it most.
AMEN.
Pastor Dave

2020 Offerings vs Needs
General
Building

2020 Y-T-D Income
$277,836.83
$35,532.00

Y-T-D Budget Needs
$268,560.15
$45,158.63
*As of 8/2/20*

The definition of Community is: a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes,
interests and goals. And for Church we can take it a step further, as our community also participates together
in weekly worship where we respond to the word, praise God through singing and share in the Meal. We join
together as people of God.
As I looked out over the congregation last Sunday, I started thinking about our church family. Some of us were
outside on the church lawn, some were sitting in their cars and listening to the radio. With social media, our
congregation can join in worship at home, comfortably in their living rooms. There are some people in our
congregation up north, some in other towns, states and even some in different countries! All connected
through social media...a community of believers.
When we started this journey with the pandemic, the Pastors, Madeline, and I were in the Sanctuary doing our
best to make worship services inviting and engaging. Energy was high because we were fearful of what was
happening in our world and in our community. We didn't know what was going to happen, so we had to hit
the ground running to get things on line. We missed seeing everyone together but we had a job to do, and so
didn’t give it too much thought. And it was so nice to see the comments on line and see you all participating in
worship.
Then spring arrived and we were able to move to the parking lot. That first Sunday it was so nice to see people
driving into church. We were going to be able to worship together again! But as the services continued, we
realized how different things were. We saw people moving their mouths, and smiling. We heard car horns and
some laughter. We were sending energy out, but it was hard to feel the energy coming back because people
were closed off in their vehicles. We missed hearing you - the friendly voices in conversation before church,
the singing of the opening hymn that brought everyone into focus, the prayer response after each petition,
and the “Thanks Be to God” at the end of worship.
Now we're on the front lawn of the church and again, we were excited to see people
coming with their lawn chairs. And better yet, we started hearing your voices! I know it’s
not the same as when we all sit together in the Sanctuary...it’s so much easier to sing
when there’s a larger group. But our voices are part of our worship! So whether you’re
singing at home, in your car, or on the church lawn – we hear you and appreciate you
being a part of our church family. Thank you for participating with this Community of
Believers!
Shannon

Prayer time in the Our Savior's sanctuary
We know that many of you have missed being in the sanctuary in person. The sanctuary is a place where you
may feel at peace and in the presence of God. It is a special place. With that in mind, while we continue to
worship outdoors, we have opened the sanctuary on Wednesdays for personal prayer and meditation time
during the month of August. There are a few guidelines to follow so that we can keep everyone safe. We pray
this will bring you peace, and will be a meaningful way for you to stay connected to God.









There will not be bibles or hymnals in the pew. You may bring your own.
We will enter and leave through the doors on State Street and the main sanctuary doors.
Paper markers will be given for you to leave where you were sitting so that we can sanitize each area
between sessions.
Masks are required by executive order, and will be available.
We will ask you to remain a physical distance of at least six feet from one another.
Hours available are 10:00-11:00 a.m., 12:00-1:00 p.m., 2:00-3:00 p.m., and 5:00-6:00p.m. You may come
during any of those hours, no need to sign up, and you may stay for as much or as little of that hour as
you choose.
A staff person will be present at each session.

Have you visited our prayer wall lately? It is awash in color and prayers! Everyone in the congregation (and
community) can participate by coming to the southeast corner of the church lawn. Bring your own fabric, or
choose a piece from the tote at the center of the wall, and speak your prayers or pray in your hearts while you
are weaving. Several individuals have also written their prayers on a fabric piece, and it is a blessing to see the
thoughtful words when you visit!

Thank you congregation for the school supplies donations to the United Way Backpack Project. The collection
box provided by the United Way was beyond overflowing! Your continued generosity and support for the
youth in Brown County is appreciated.

Flamingo Flocking Fundraiser: August 16th – 30th
The Youth Ministry Team will be “flocking” church members lawn in a fun, interactive, exciting fundraiser!
Every other day, volunteers will be moving flamingos between lawns after the homeowner has paid for their
lawn to be deflocked.
On an evening during August 16th – 30th, the Youth Ministry Team will drive to the home of a member or
friend associated with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. They will take 10 plastic pink flamingos and put them in
the yard of that member or friend of OSLC. Of course, this will draw attention to the yard of the member or
friend, and we hope that it will cause a desire for them to be removed as quickly as possible.
To make that happen, the Youth Ministry Team has offered a way for this to take place. For a small fee, the
Youth Ministry Team will come back and remove the pink flamingos from the member or friend’s yard. That
person can also pay a few dollars extra to decide where the pink flock of flamingos goes next.
If by chance the member or friend of OSLC does not want the flamingos to come into his or her yard in the first
place, flamingo insurance can be purchased for a fee as well. This will insure that your yard will never be
touched the entire summer by the flocking flamingos.
After the fundraiser is over on August 30th, you can purchase a flamingo to place in your yard to show that
you support OSLC Youth.
Here is how the prices are laid out:





$20.00: Remove the Flamingos from your yard
$25.00: Remove the Flamingos from your yard and choose their next destination
$30.00: Flamingo insurance
Minimum $10 donation: purchase a Flamingo to show your support for OSLC Youth

Please visit our website (www.oursaviorsnewulm.org) to make a payment, purchase flamingo insurance, or
nominate a home to be flocked!

Our Savior’s Family,
Thank you for the quilt. I also appreciate all the support and guidance through the years.
- Teagan Kamm
Thank you very much for taking the time to make those wonderful quilts for the Senior class. It means so much
to us and we will cherish them forever! I am very thankful to be a part of such a great congregation!
- Ally Steffensmeier
Dear OSLC,
Thanks for the quilt and the ceremony. I will take the quilt to college. Thank you also for the cupcakes.
- Aaron Eikanger
Dear Our Savior’s,
Thank you so much for the quilt! I really appreciate it! Thank you for all the amazing memories that I have
growing up at this church. I am forever grateful for the love given through this quilt. Thanks again,
- Haley Messenger
Dear OSLC:
Thank you for the cupcakes, quilt and the blessings. I will miss laughing with everyone and making great
memories as well. The youth trips and youth group meetings are events that have changed me for the better.
They have helped me grow as a person and see the world through a different look. I will miss everyone I have
met, even Pastor Dave ;) Thank you again
- Logan O’Neill
Dear Members of Our Savior’s Lutheran,
Thank you for your recent gifts to Green Lake Lutheran Ministries – what a blessing! Your gifts of $449.50 will
be used to share God’s word with campers in new and innovative ways, maintain the beautiful spaces we’ve
been blessed with, and spread God’s love and grace further through retreat ministry. We’re so grateful for
your contribution and support!
Thanks to generous donors and friends of camp like you, we are continuing to move forward with great
momentum. We are looking forward to welcome summer campers, retreat guests and community members
back on site when this has resolved. Our staff are working hard to make sure we are ready to welcome them
with radical hospitality. Your gifts make this possible and we certainly could not do this without you!
It is our hope that you and yours are safe, healthy and cared for during this time. We will continue to pray for
you. If you are in need of something, please do not hesitate to reach out! Sincerely,
-

Travis Aufderheide, Executive Director, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries
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Outdoor Worship

Television Broadcasts

Sunday worship – 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Wednesday worship – 6:30 PM
Facebook Live – Sunday at 9:00 AM

(Comcast Channel 14; Nuvera Channel 3)
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