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AGENDA
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
February 7, 2021, 11:30 a.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Sanctuary
1. Call to Order and Explanation of how Zoom and In Person Voting Will Work
- President Joey Warta
2. Appointment of Parliamentarian
3. Determination of Quorum
4. Opening Devotions
5. Adoption of Agenda
6. Approval of 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes
7. Reports of Officers/Staff (in 2020 Annual Report)
a. Council President Joey Warta
d. Director of Music Ministry Shannon Stuckey
b. Senior Pastor Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner e. Education Ministry Coordinator
c. Associate Pastor David Nissen
Lindsay Medina
8. Reports of Ministry Teams/Committee (in 2020 Annual Report)
a. Deacon Ministry Team
g. Personnel Committee
b. Facilities & Grounds
h. WELCA
c. Missions Ministry Team
i. Youth Ministry Team
d. Children’s Ministry Team
j. Adult Ministry Team
e. Finance Committee
k. Endowment Committee
f. Fellowship Ministry Team
9. Old Business – None
10. New Business
a. Election of 2021 OSLC Leaders
i. Appointment of Voting Judges
ii. Nominating Committee – Chair Person Marlys Zetah
iii. Nominations from the floor (consent of nominee required)
***Vote on Election of 2021 Leaders***
11. Recognition of Officers/Ministry Team Members/Committee Members who have
completed their terms.
12. 2021 Budget – OSLC Treasurer Bret Johnson
***Vote on Budget***
13. Other new business approved to be added to the agenda
14. Announcements
15. Closing Prayer
16. Adjournment
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 26, 2020
MISSION STATEMENT: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is a Welcoming Community,
Experiencing God, Reaching Out and Raising Up followers of Jesus Christ.
Call to Order – President Patty Young
Appointment of Parliamentarian: Harold Remme was appointed Parliamentarian
Determination of Quorum: Reported by Joey Warta a quorum was present
Opening Devotions: President Patty Young
Adoption of Agenda:
i.
Delegates needed for Luther Memorial Home now known as Living Meadows
ii.
Delegates needed for Conference Assembly
iii.
Delegates are needed for conference in June
Motion to adopt agenda with additions as listed above made by Julia Young, Seconded
by Linda Postel. Motion passed
6. Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes
Motion by Doug Lund to approve minutes, Seconded by Sue Hunstad. Motion passed
7. Reports of Offices/Staff as found in 2020 Annual Meeting Booklet
Motion by Brenda Nielsen to approve reports. Seconded by Kevin Wieland. Motion
passed.
8. Reports of Ministry Teams/Committee as found in 2020 Annual Meeting Booklet
Motion by Linda Postel to approve reports. Seconded by Jeff Anderson. Motion passed
9. Old Business: There was no old business to bring to this meeting
10. New Business:
a. By Laws Adjustment: Explanation sheets were handed out to all in attendance
i.
Teams and Committee adjustments – Personnel, Finance. Congregational
members were encouraged to take home the handout and study it and be
prepared to vote on the proposals in March. (Constitution requires certain
timelines for us to follow for a vote such as this)
ii.
Also council is discussing the creation of a Stewardship Committee which
will need a congregational vote as well.
b. Election of 2020 OSLC Leaders
i.
Appointment of Voting Judges: Becca Warta, Brian Emerson and Linda
Wieland were appointed.
ii.
Nominating Committee Report given by Marlys Zetah, Chairperson of the
Nominating Committee. Marlys went through the ballot for each committee
and team nominees.
iii.
Nominations from the floor (consent from nominee required). There were no
nominations from the floor.
iv.
Jim Schmidt made a motion that nominations cease. Seconded by Katie
Senske. Motion Passed.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Vote on Election of 2020 Leaders
Ballots were distributed to voting members
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Jim Schmidt moved to accept the ballot as presented. Marilyn Stuckey
seconded the motion. Motion passed.
c. Delegate to Living Meadows. The date has not been announced. Because OSLC is
part of the Corporation we are entitled to two delegates. Maxine Remme volunteered
as one of the delegates.
d. Delegates to Conference Assembly in Willmar. Will be held on Feb. 16. We are
entitled to 6 Delegates. Pastor Kathy and Pastor Dave will be attending. Bert Marth
also volunteered to be a delegate.
e. Delegates to the Synod Conference in June will be needed. No volunteers at this
time.
11. Recognition of Officers/Ministry Team Members/Committee Members who have
completed their terms were read and recognized by President Patty Young.
12. 2020 Budget – OSLC Treasurer Bret Johnson
• Bret thanked everyone that had attended the meeting introducing the budget
• Thanked everyone for giving.
• For coming year we have $278,000.00 in pledge cards and $172,000.00 through
electronic giving.
• Question concerning Credit Card Kiosk for sales. Bret replied it is being looked
into. He is waiting for a return call from Vanco.
• Benevolences were not met. Why? The money wasn’t there.
• Green Lake donations. As a corporate member we have often given when called
upon for a special request or need.
• Parking Lot question by Tom Postel. Answer: No money available at this time.
• Katie Senske asked about cost of parking lot. Joey Warta said no firm offer but
last discussion put the cost at around $70,000.00
Jim Schmidt made a motion to accept the budget as presented. Aleda Warta seconded
the motion. Motion passed
13. Other new business approved to be added to the agenda: See C, D, and E under new
business.
14. Announcements: We will be celebrating our 75th Anniversary in 2022. Will be looking
for people to be on the planning committee. Asked for volunteers no one responded.
Heidi Wilker also wished to thank the Call Committee for the work they did.
15. Closing Prayer by Pastor Kathy:
• Pastor Kathy thanked the Staff for all of their help and support during this period
of transition,
• She encouraged us to be diligent with our giving so our budget will be met
• She also asked that we all be Green Lake Bible Camp advocates and help to see
that our children get to go.
• Pastor Kathy then closed with prayer
16. Adjournment: Motion by Jim Schmidt to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Aleda
Warta. Motion Passed.
Respectfully Submitted by Maxine Remme, Church Council Secretary
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STATISTICS FOR 2020
Due to COVID-19, Our Savior’s changed the format for worship services multiple times.
Attendance data this year will look significantly different than that of previous years.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Services: 76 (includes Facebook Only Services)
Saturday Evening Services: 12
Wednesday Evening Services: 22
Special Services: 11
(2 Ash Wednesday; 1 Confirmation; 1 Thanksgiving; 1 “In Deepest Night”; 6 Christmas Week)
Midweek Lenten and Holy Week Services: 7

WORSHIP STATUS CHANGES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

January 4th – March 8th:
March 14th – May 31st:

Indoor worship; Saturday at 5:30 PM, Sunday at 9:00 AM
Online only; Sunday at 9:00 AM on Facebook – Live
Views Only
June 7th – June 28th:
Parking lot worship; Wednesday at 6:30 PM, Sunday at
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.
th
th
July 5 – September 13 :
Front lawn worship; Wednesday at 6:30 PM, Sunday at
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.
th
th
September 20 – November 15 : Indoor worship; Wednesday at 7:00 PM, Sunday at
8:30 AM and 10:30 AM.
nd
th
November 22 – December 13 : Online only; Sunday at 8:30 AM on Facebook
December 20th – December 27th: Indoor worship; Sunday at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM.

Saturday
Average

Sunday
Average

Sunday
Average

Sunday
Average

Facebook
-

2 services
-

-

Wednesday
Average

January 4 – March 8

57

1 service
201

March 14th – May 31st

-

-

107

-

-

June 7th – June 28th

-

-

77

98

22

July 5th – September 13th

-

-

70

76

6

September 20th – November 15th

-

-

69

78

62

November 22nd – December 13th

-

-

92

-

-

December 20th – December 27th

-

-

63

39

-

th

th
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PASTORAL ACTS
Baptisms
Confirmations

14
13

Funerals
Marriages

18*
7**

*Includes non-member funerals/memorial services; does not include member deaths in 2020 if
funeral/memorial is being held at a later date.
**Includes non-member weddings officiated by an OSLC pastor.

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Active Members

Members reported as of December 31, 2019
Gains in 2020
Baptized
Confirmed
Received
Re-activated
Other
Losses in 2020

Baptized

Confirmed

1,581

1,154

14
29
8
3

13
20
8
2

16
13
0

15
6
0

25

22

1,606

1,176

2018 Average
279
201
254

2019 Average
286
210
262

Deaths
Transfers
Other

2020 Net Gain (Loss)
Members reported as of December 31, 2020

HISTORICAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
School Year
Summer
Entire Year

2017 Average
370
192
315

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

6

2020 Annual Report

PANDEMIC 2020
The COVID-19 pandemic forced the people of Our Savior’s to try new things and be ready to
change plans at a moment’s notice. We worked hard to innovate and find new ways to stay
connected while sharing God’s Word.
WORSHIP CHANGES
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Worship moved online only via Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/oslcnewulm) in
March 2020.
Easter Worship was held online only due to restrictions.
Beginning June 7th, worship was held on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings in
the church parking lot. It was broadcast via speakers and on a FM transmitter, as well as
shown online on Facebook.
In July, worship moved to the front lawn of the church. Members sat in lawn chairs,
listened in their vehicles, or watched on Facebook. Holy Communion was celebrated with
members bringing their own communion elements – grape juice and crackers/bread.
Worship returned indoors in September, and continued to be live streamed on Facebook.
o Masks were mandated inside the building, and seats were spread out for safety.
o We briefly worshipped online only in November due to rising COVID cases.
o Wednesday worship services were paused through the end of the year.
Communion was reintroduced with prepacked grape juice and wafers. Communion was
distributed as members left the sanctuary, and consumed outside.
o The pastors also gave a communion blessing to members watching at home, who
consumed their own juice and crackers.
Soloists joined worship services beginning in July, providing special music.
We were unable to sing indoors for safety reasons, and humming during the Psalm was
introduced in the Fall.
Handbells returned to worship in October and November, in smaller, socially distanced
groups.
An outdoor Prayer Wall went up for members to add prayers over the summer.
A Sanctuary Prayer Hour was added for a few months during the summer to provide
members an opportunity to spend time in the sanctuary while we were unable to hold
worship indoors.
Thanksgiving worship was held online only on Facebook.
“In Deepest Night” service was added in the Christmas season to recognize the struggles
and losses members have endured due to the pandemic.
Additional services were added over Christmas.
o Worship was limited to a maximum of 100 people per service due to restrictions.
o Initially we planned four indoor worship services and two outdoor services on
December 23rd and December 24th, as well as an online only Christmas Day
service.
o Due to a blizzard and poor weather conditions, the outdoor services were
cancelled.
o One indoor service was held on December 23rd, prior to the blizzard beginning.
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o Additional services were added to December 24th, and a total of four services
were held indoors, with the 3:00 PM service live streamed on Facebook.
MILESTONES & OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

First Communion for fifth graders was not held on Maundy Thursday, and was instead
celebrated for the now sixth graders in October 2020.
A car parade delivered cupcakes to High School Seniors.
o Quilts were distributed during outdoor worship services on June 24th and June
28th.
Rite of Confirmation was held as a standalone service in November 2020, and was shown
on Facebook live.
Bible Milestones were celebrated at Rally Sunday, outdoors.
The Advent Festival became a take-home activity. Bags of crafts were passed out to
vehicles that drove up to the church, or delivered to homes.
The Children’s Christmas Program went virtual, with the kids recording their parts and
compiling it into a video.
The New Member class in spring was cancelled. It was held in a smaller format in
November 2020, and new members were welcomed over three worship services and
online due to restrictions and quarantines.
Baptisms were celebrated after worship as private, small events.
Weddings held at OSLC had size limitations. Several weddings were performed at offsite locations.
Funerals had size limitations. In the spring, all funerals were held at the funeral home and
live-streamed on Facebook. Beginning in the summer, shortened visitations and private
funerals were held in the church. Guests were required to sign in. Obituaries and a prayer
were shared to recognize deceased members on Facebook.

EDUCATION
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Confirmation classes have been in person in small groups or via Zoom when needed.
In the spring, Sunday School went online via videos three times per week on Facebook.
Sunday School this fall was assembled as take-home packets. Each packet contained the
curriculum for several weeks, and were handed out at drive-up events or brought to the
homes of families. There was also a brief lesson given after weekly worship in
September/October.
Youth Group met online in the spring. In the fall, small group gatherings were held
outside. Similar gatherings were held with college-aged members in the summer.
Bible studies were held via Zoom. The most recent study, Faith & Race, has been held
both online and in person.
The annual Youth Trip was cancelled due to the pandemic, and we switched to
fundraising for the 2021 trip, including moving the Basket Auction online.
Bible Camp was cancelled, as was Vacation Bible School.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

8

2020 Annual Report
COMMUNICATION
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sidelites took a one month break while the church was closed, before resuming.
Weekly emails began to members who signed up for Constant Contact communication,
and have continued. A pop-up form was added to our webpage for members who would
like to sign up.
o Emails include a current prayer list, the bulletin for the upcoming weekend,
worship updates, and assorted news.
Five different special congregational letters were sent to the entire congregation of
OSLC, totaling approximately 530-550 households, depending upon the mailing.
The Church Council met frequently in the spring and summer, sometimes weekly, to
make important decisions regarding our building and worship, and directed
communication of the changes to the staff.
o A Health Team was created to help guide the pastors and council in making
appropriate safety decisions throughout the pandemic.
Pastoral Care changed due to visitation restrictions. The pastors sent notes and made
phone calls to homebound members, and arranged a monthly video chat via Facebook
Messenger with residents of Oak Hills Living Center.
A newsletter, “Kids News,” was developed and is sent monthly to all Sunday Schoolers.
The Adult Ministry and Fellowship Ministry teams sent cards to all OSLC members.
Cards of Caring made and sent cards from their homes, and returned to a small group
meeting in person in late 2020.
Letters were sent to the Children’s Handbell Choir.
A Christmas letter and Easter messages were sent to Adult Choir members.
Sunday School kids all received notes.
Choir Faith & Fun members each received a small cross at Easter, and an ornament at
Christmas.
Confirmation and Youth Group members received phone calls, emails, and texts, with
updates and check-ins.

FACEBOOK AND ONLINE PRESENCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pastor Kathy and Pastor Dave worked with other pastors in the Southwestern Minnesota
ELCA Synod to bring written or video devotions on Facebook through Memorial Day.
Shannon played meditative piano music on Facebook on Saturday evenings.
Virtual hymn sings featuring members of the congregation were posted on Facebook.
Sunday School kids recorded The Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s Creed.
For Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we collected photos from the congregation and
created videos for both holidays.
Our website (http://www.oursaviorsnewulm.org) received some updates and cleanup.
o Worship bulletins were added to the website, along with videos of our most recent
worship services.
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•
•

•

o Faith at Home activities were added in the Spring, including Sunday School
lessons, Bible Studies, Confirmation, and Devotions.
We began actively using an Instagram page (www.instagram.com/oslc.nu).
This Fall, regular postings were added to Facebook.
o Monday inspirational verse, Wednesday Word, and Friday Praise.
o On Thursdays, a “Faith Story” is shared by a member of our congregation.
All of the Facebook activity has been tracked to see what works, what doesn’t, and what
we can improve upon.

BUILDING UPDATES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All carpets were shampooed throughout the building.
Tile floors were resurfaced in the Kitchen, Bathrooms, Choir Loft, and Tree House
Preschool.
Outside curbing was painted.
All bathrooms were painted.
Miscellaneous walls were painted as needed.
Additional cleaning and sanitizing was necessary.
Tables and chairs in the Social Hall were rearranged for safe worship.
Pews were marked for safe seating during worship.

JUST FOR FUN
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find the Joy! Christmas lights and decorations were put up inside and outside the
building by staff and volunteers.
The staff had a little fun uploading a “Whose Mask is it Anyway” contest on Facebook.
Children’s Ministry created a Trunk or Treat event in the parking lot to give our youth a
safe, socially distanced Halloween.
Milestones that occurred inside or outside the church, like baptisms and weddings, were
celebrated with photos on Facebook, as was community news featuring our members.
Throwback videos were uploaded to Facebook, sharing previous Children’s Programs
and musicals from the late 1990s and early 2000s.
We “flocked” our friends with a Flamingo Fundraiser in the summer.
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2020 BAPTISMS
Micah Dahlmeier
Franklin Johnson
Journey Minkel
Nora Reker
Maksin Weber

Ella Friesner
Kain Kittleson
Cameron Pool
Evelynn Taylor
Oakleigh Weber

Nolan Grathwohl
Carrie Miller
Jackson Reker
Hendrix Thorson

2020 CONFIRMANDS
Cole Fortwengler
Taylor Hansen
Bryn Nesvold
Addison Rustin

Gianna Fortwengler
Benjamin Hohensee
Rylan O’Neill
Blake Soukup
Katie Wilker

Calyn Glaser
Grace Julien
Emma Radloff
Saige Wilfahrt

2020 MARRIAGES
Derek & Emily (Gulden) Anderson
Justin & Janelle (Curry) Brethorst
Bradley & Tina (Severin) Budin
William & Victoria (Jimenez) Forry
Jessica Gieseke & Russell Schabert
Justin & Stacy (Cunningham) Hicks
Tyler & Emily (Lease) Miller

MEMBERS LOST DUE TO DEATH IN 2020
LaVonne Boyum
Arthur Fox
Roger Julien
Joan Peterson
Alan Steinbeisser

Sheryll Classen
Herbert Halvorson
Charlotte Penker
Bruce Severin
Darla Swanson
JoAnn Wintheiser

Carl Enck
Shirley Jorgenson
Marcile Perry
Katherine Simpson
Maksin Weber

2020 MEMBERS TRANSFERRED
Jarrod Drexler
Courtney Mohr
Terry Mohr
Mina Skluzecek
Jade VanderLouw

Makenna Drexler
Dawson Mohr
Isaac Schweiss
Charles Traulich
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2020 MEMBERS RECEIVED
Ron Anderson
Gracie Baker
Joshua Friesner
Matthew Geiger
Ethan Lang
Rebecca Lang
Kari Nessler
Jessica Osborne
Connor Slette
Trevor Slette

Chandra Baker
Greta Baker
Adam Geiger
Savanna Hedlund
Evan Lang
Brody Nessler
Robbe Nessler
Nathan Osborne
Cullen Slette
Sarah Steffl

Gavin Baker
Randy Baker
Jennifer Geiger
Amie Holkesvig
Jeremy Lang
Christina Nessler
Colton Osborne
Sawyer Osborne
Katie Slette
Gary Trimnell

2020 MEMBERS RE-ACTIVATED
Reactivated members are Our Savior’s members whose status was changed to inactive for an
unknown reason in the past, or whose status was not correctly reflected.
Sheryll Classen
Nancy Steinbeisser
Courtney Weber

Kay Haas
Janet Thomas
Hallie Weber

Alan Steinbeisser
Paula Thomas

2020 MEMORIALS
Our Savior’s received memorials for the following named individuals during 2020:
R & V Benson
Carl Enck
Herb Halvorson
O Hawkins
Shirley Jorgenson
Harlan Mammen
Howard Olson
Joan Peterson
Candy Roiger’s brother

Paul Bergland
Art Fox
Alice Hauser
LaVina Hopf
Lloyd Julien
Muggs
Charlotte Penkert
Marvin Raddatz
Kay Simpson
D Walters

Sheryl Classen
Arthur Gramstad
Randy Hauth
Sylvia Hulke
Roger Julien
Roger Norman
Marci Perry
Patricia Rodenberg
Darla Swanson

2020 HONORARIUMS
Our Savior’s received funds in honor of the following named individuals during 2020:
Brenda Paulson

Lane Ruch
Darlene Meier’s nephew Erik

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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2020 Congregational Council & Committee Members
Congregational Council Officers:

Personnel Committee:

Joey Warta, Ken Varland, Bret Johnson,
Maxine Remme

Pat Lang, Julie Carroll, Joey Warta, Ken
Varland

Congregational Council Members:

Nominating Committee:

Kathy Lund, Chip Rasche, Bob Gruenhagen,
Susan Krogstrand

Marlys Zetah, Linda Postel, Aleda Warta,
Phyllis Kosbob, Erwin Steinke

Finance Committee:

Audit Committee:

Aaron Lambrecht, Bret Johnson, Kathy Lund

Mike Lieb, Brian Serbus, Brenda Nielsen

Endowment Committee:
Marlys Zetah, Harold Remme, Charlie Bornhoft, Linda Heine, Duane Lambrecht, Darlene Meier

Health Team:
Dr. Joan Krikava, Dr. Bryanna Andert, Brenda Nielsen, Darlene Meier, Carolyn Varland,
Julie Carroll, Sharon Larson, Maxine Remme, Polly Glaser

2020 Ministry Team Members
Fellowship Ministry Team:
Cheryl Gulden, Sara & Doug Hoffmann, Garry & Brenda Paulson, Rae & Kathy Runck, Annette
& Gene Haynes, Candy Roiger, Bonnie Mangen, Randy & Jennifer Hauth, Paul & Jen Lang,
Alan & Kitty Rader, Ann Iverson & Lee Hale

Youth Ministry Team:
Students: Isaac Blumhoefer, Addison Haynes, Saige Wilfahrt,
Adults: Madeline Cacciatore, Becca Warta, Sarah Schmidt, Amy Cooke, Sue Sullivan

Children’s Ministry Team:

Missions Ministry Team:

Laura Leighty, Daniele Sharits, Jackie Rieke,
Ashley Hendricksen-Rasche, Bobbi Teske

Kris Zetah, Darlene Meier, Marlene
Ingebritson, Karole Lieb, Ginny Walters

Deacon Ministry Team:

Facilities & Grounds Ministry Team:

Linda Postel, Alyssa Nissen, Judy Ganske,
Pam Riebe, Melissa Sunderman, Kari Zupfer

Troy Booth, Chris Cooke, Larry Hunstad,
Denny Johnson, Jason Krenz, Nick Bredeson

Adult Ministry Team:

WELCA Board:

Lois Aufderheide, Ann Anderson, Sheri
Dittrich-Reinhart, Kathy Hopf, Katie Krenz

Susie Hoban, Marlys Zetah, Barb Wurtzberger,
Betty Sauers

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor/Director of
Youth & Family Ministries
Director of Music Ministries
Education Ministry Coordinator
Adult/Youth Choir & Praise Band Director
Organists/Pianists
Facilities Manager
Business Administrator
Office Administrator

Pastor Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner
Pastor David Nissen
Shannon Stuckey
Lindsay Medina
Madeline Cacciatore
Shannon Stuckey, Tom Maidl
Scott Kathman
Mary Lu Anderson
Jennifer Geiger

SENIOR PASTOR
Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8
What a year! A year I couldn’t have believed was possible. Last March, when people were
predicting how long this would last, I didn’t believe them. I didn’t think it was possible we
wouldn’t be having our traditional Christmas Eve services. I know I wasn’t alone in not wanting
to believe COVID-19 would last this long, yet here we are. It is our trust in Jesus Christ who is
the same yesterday and today and forever that continues to give me strength and hope, and I pray
it does you, too.
I think it is important to acknowledge our challenges and grief in 2020, as individuals and as a
church. One of the most difficult parts of this past year at Our Savior’s was that we could not
gather as we would have liked for important milestones and life events. Graduation, first
communion, and confirmation were celebrated, but much differently than has been our tradition.
We weren’t able to welcome the newly baptized as we would have liked. Weddings had to be
much smaller or moved from the church. Funerals had limitations and we couldn’t provide and
serve funeral lunches. As the body of Christ, we want to celebrate together, support and
give comfort, and simply be present for another. Not being together for milestones and events
has been sad and painful and difficult, even though it is what we needed to do to keep everyone
safe.
At the same time, we know this: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever
(Hebrews 13:8). That means this: Jesus was present in the bread and wine for those taking first
communion. The newly baptized received the same promises from God as those baptized with a
full congregation. The tenth graders affirming their faith on confirmation Sunday, made the same
promises as previous generations have made at confirmation. Our brothers and sisters in Christ
who passed from this life to eternal life were never alone, for we trust in the promise from Psalm
23, “even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, you are with me, your rod
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Senior Pastor’s Report, continued

and your staff comfort me.” Our prayers and support have been felt by those who are grieving.
Yes, church has been different, but Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
There were many wonderful things happening in our ministry prior to the pandemic that you can
read about in the reports. It is important to recognize all the ways God was at work at Our
Savior’s in 2020. The pandemic forced us to think about how to be church and how to worship in
different ways. That has been a good thing for us and we have learned a lot. We experimented
with many different things to keep us connected and growing in faith at Our Savior’s in 2020.
Worship has been available in many different ways at all times. We are on Facebook, YouTube,
website, and public access television. We were on the radio on Easter. We worshiped outdoors in
lawn chairs and could sing. We worshiped in our cars through the FM transmitter. We worshiped
indoors in both the sanctuary and the social hall. We had Zoom meetings and in person meetings.
We had Facetime visits at Oak Hills. We have had Zoom bible study and in person study. We lit
up the church for Christmas to bring joy to our community. We increased our use of social
media. Christian education was moved to inside homes with resources from the church. We
found ways to creatively use music in worship even when we couldn’t sing. We have included a
list of all the different things we have done during the pandemic in the annual report so that you
can see how God is at work in these news ways. We continue to learn new ways to connect. We
continue to discover how God will use Our Savior’s in the years to come. The pandemic has
forced us to look at the realities in our world and be creative in how we continue to be the church
now and into the future. That is both exciting and a little scary. It’s exciting because there are so
many people who do not know Jesus, and we have learned ways to use technology that helps us
reach out. It’s exciting because even when the pandemic is over, we know there will be people
who cannot be here on Sunday, and they are forming new habits and ways to worship. It’s
exciting because we have staff has been willing to work hard and try new things to live out the
great commission to “go and make disciples.” It’s scary because not knowing how the future will
look is never easy.
We ended the year strong and that’s because of you! Thank you! As a church, we can never be
satisfied with what we have done. God is always calling us to move forward so that all may
know and experience the love of God. We must always ask ourselves how we can best share the
life transforming love of God made known through Jesus Christ with our community and world.
In 2021, I think that means we will need more people to help us use technology even more
effectively (especially on Sundays). I think it means that to make a difference in our community
and world we need to focus on loving God and loving our neighbor (scripture, worship, and
study will help us understand more fully how we are called to do that). I think it means we
continue to put time and finances into our children and youth ministries. I think it means that
during the pandemic we continue to send cards and make phone calls to those who are alone or
struggling. I think it means that when the pandemic is over, we celebrate and recognize the
milestones we have missed and we honor those who have died during the pandemic. Finally, I
think it means when the pandemic is over, we have a huge celebration of thanks and praise to
God for this community of faith, our brothers and sisters in Christ. Until then, we can give thanks
that before, during and after the pandemic, we have a Savior who is the same today and
tomorrow and forever.
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I cannot begin to thank our church council enough for their leadership in 2020. Nobody knew
how the year would unfold when we first had to move everything online in March. I am
grateful for the church council’s wisdom, courage and trust in God as they have led us through
these unusual times. I am grateful for the health team and their leadership through all of the
changing guidelines. I am grateful for the teams and volunteers who continue to work and lead
the ministry of our church. I am grateful for our church staff. They have been creative, nimble,
and hard working as they have navigated all of the changes during the pandemic. Finally, thanks
to you, the wonderful members of Our Savior’s who never fail to step up through prayer,
financial gifts, time, and talent so that we can continue to be the body of Christ together.
Together in Ministry,
Pastor Kathy Ulland-Klinkner

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Pastor David Nissen
Looking back on 2020 feels like something that none of us want to do. With everything that
happened it may feel more comfortable to ignore the past and only look to the future. However,
when we look back we don’t only see the difficulties we faced; we also see how we banded
together as the body of Christ to face those challenges head on.
Romans 8: 38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We cannot be separated from the Love of God and we cannot be stopped in our mission to bring
that love and peace to the world!
2020 started with a newly called Senior Pastor, bright ideas for the future of OSLC, and
excitement for what God was up to in our midst. As we heard news of a pandemic and social
unrest, anxiety swelled. In response what did we do? We prayed, we worshiped in new ways
(online, on tv, in the parking lot, on the front lawn), we continued serving God in whatever way
we could.
Not only were there new ways to worship, we found new ways to learn. Confirmation went
online in the spring of 2020. In the fall, as we learned more about the pandemic, we found ways
to gather for confirmation. We gathered in small groups and learned about the life of Jesus. In
this time, we grew closer to each other (though socially distant) and closer to God. We also
began Wednesday Worship with a more laid-back mentality; it included a lot of Student
leadership and quickly became a highlight of my work week.
With the help of Madeline Cacciatore (she had the great idea of gathering with the Youth Choir
on Sunday afternoons and I piggybacked on it), we began Youth Group in October. We gathered
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for prayer, sharing our Highs and Lows, and playing ridiculous games. Yet another opportunity
that sprung up out of the hardship of 2020.
We also found ways in 2020 to celebrate milestones. It didn’t look like it did in the past, but we
still celebrated. We had 5th graders gather for lessons on communion and take their first
communion; we had seniors gathered in the parking lot to receive their quilts and we had
caravans of cars bringing cupcakes to celebrate their achievement; we distributed Bibles on Rally
Sunday on the front lawn; we celebrated the Affirmation of Faith that our Confirmands
committed to in an afternoon service. So many changes to procedure, but not changes to our faith
at the core of who we are as a church.
We also responded to the world around us. Amid the protests in the cities, members of OSLC
took up a collection to help those affected by violence. As racial tensions continued to grow, we
began a study on the history of Racism in the United States and how our faith calls us to act
against injustice with the Love of God. This is ongoing work that needs to continue; all of us
need to learn about where God calls us to serve our siblings in Christ.
Besides what I’ve explained above, 2020 was marked with so many more attempts at seeking
God even as we were shadowed in anxiety: Flamingo Fundraiser, Basket Auctions, Instagram
Account, Hymn Sings, creative worship development, prayer time, devotions, hard work from all
of our teams, building and technology improvements, staff development, work to revamp our
education programs, and so much more! As Lutherans, when the pain of the world surrounds us,
we respond by continuing the work to which God has called us.
Siblings in Christ, as we look toward the future of OSLC we will not dwell in the past. As an
Olympian carries the torch, we carry the light of Christ with us, remembering our past, looking
to the future and trusting always that God goes with us, inspiring our work. Nothing separates us
from that Love and nothing stops our mission. I feel so blessed to be a part of OSLC. I can’t wait
to see where God’s mission calls us as we work for the Kingdom of God to come alive among us
in 2021!
Blessings and peace,
Pr. Dave Nissen

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Shannon Stuckey
Longing for Light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
Light for the world to see.
Christ be our Light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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What a year this has been! This hymn has been in my heart since last March, when everything
got turned upside down: No more choirs and no more singing during worship. Thankfully we
have found ways to worship and to share the Good News. Our online presence has been strong.
We’ve enjoyed outdoor worship when we could sing and humming when we’ve been inside. I
really thought by Christmas we’d be able to sing our beloved Christmas Carols, but that didn’t
happen. But, with hope in our hearts, we’ll all be together again and be able to worship with
hymns, and choral anthems.
Before all of this happened, we had the Children’s Musical “Faith News” in February. Dave
Eliason came in March with his Blue Grass Band, which is always a favorite for our
congregation. Then when the pandemic hit, we had to come up with a new way to worship. As
the year progressed, we were able to add special music and hymns when we were outside. We
stayed in touch with the Choir Faith and Fun kids with mailings and videos. We’ve had some
hymn sings involving some of our Adult Choir and our Children’s Choirs as well. Our Adult
Handbell Choir started up again in the Fall with social distancing in place, but then had to take a
break when numbers went up again. Choirs will be coming back to Our Savior’s, we just need to
be patient. I’d like to thank Madeline Cacciatore for sharing her gifts with us as choir director
and worship leader throughout 2020, and Tom Maidl for filling in for me when I was gone. I so
appreciate their talents.
It seems that all things ‘normal’ flew out the window, and everything we did was somehow
different and yet the same. We’ve had hymn sings online, Faith Stories online, and
contemplative piano moments during Lent…always learning as we go and always looking for
something else we can add. Let us continue to hope and look for the light.
Shannon Stuckey

EDUCATION MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Lindsay Medina
2020 was a strange year here at Our Savior’s to say the least. Our halls are quiet and my heart is
lonely. With COVID restrictions our church life has really changed.
Our Sunday School program had been going strong, until the pandemic shut us down. When we
were unable to meet in person for Sunday school classes, we began offering online “Faith at
Home” lessons for families in the spring. These lessons often included a story from the SPARK
story bible, some faith questions or an activity. We tried many different things to keep families
and children engaged.
Along with Sunday school, our Wednesday Choir, Faith and Fun program was cut short too. We
were unable to meet in person and local schools had moved to distance learning for the
remainder of the school year.
In an attempt to keep our kids connected, we started a Kids News newsletter for our OSLC kids.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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This is a monthly newsletter that includes a bible story, a message from a pastor, news from a
kid, an opinion section, a recipe, and an art or science activity and more. This has been a fun way
to hear from kids and stay in touch with families. I believe this is a positive change brought by
2020.
Vacation Bible School 2020 was canceled! With rising COVID cases in our area, meeting in
person was out of the question. We hope to make up for this in 2021. We are planning on using
the program intended for 2020, Rocky Railway. With guidance and advice from other churches, I
believe we can pull of a safe and fun VBS experience this year. I have faith that 2021 VBS will
be outstanding!
2020 Summer camp was also called off due to COVID. There were many sad OSLC kids. We
were all looking forward to our week at camp. Plans for this year sound promising! We have
decided to attend camp in July this year, Week 5 (July 18th – July 23rd). GLLM has been busy
planning and making adjustments to keep all campers safe! Registration opens the end of January
and July can’t come soon enough!
Our Milestones have continued as much as possible, we handed out quilts for seniors in May.
Milestone bibles to 7th and 8th graders and books to 3 year olds on Rally Sunday in September.
First communion for last year’s 5th graders, was made up this October, and Confirmation for 10th
grade was held in November.
Thank you again congregation of Our Savior’s. Thank you for the prayers, donations (whether
food or money) to our program, thank you for your help on various events, and thank you for
being a safe place for these kids to come and learn about God. I am staying positive and praying
that 2021 will bring us all back together.
God Bless,
Lindsay Medina
Education Ministries Coordinator

OSLC COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Joey Warta
The 2020 year is one that will definitely go down in the record books, and for many of us it is the
negative aspects of the year that we will remember. However, Our Savior’s has a lot to be
thankful and proud of this year, so let us focus on the positives of this year.
I personally need to thank each and every member of the council: Ken Varland, Bret Johnson,
Maxine Remme, Kathy Lund, Chip Rasche, Bob Gruenhagen, and Susan Krogstrand. Without
each and every one of your individual efforts, this year would not have happened. Starting in
March we were meeting remotely as often as once a week, and I could not have been blessed
with a more helpful, committed, and thoughtful team.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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In March, when the council decided to postpone in-person worship, our staff, council and a great
number of volunteers stepped up, and the results were extraordinary. New ground was broken
when worship started to be streamed online via Facebook and YouTube, while still being aired
on local TV. Soon worship moved outside to the parking lot, where we enjoyed seeing each
other, singing in our cars, waving to our parking spot neighbor, and even giving enthusiastic
rounds of honking in greeting. Midway through the summer, worship moved to the front lawn.
Grab your lawn chairs and your sunglasses, because we were blessed with amazing weather for
our worship services! Fall saw worship move back inside with three services, and it was a great
day to walk back into the sanctuary again. We have had baptisms, funerals, Rally Sunday, a
virtual Easter, and countless worship times for Christmas, with each new adventure leading us to
grow and explore even more ways to continue to provide every service we can as your church.
As with everything else this year, many things changed beyond worship. Due to health safety, it
landed on the council to help with some of the week-to-week happenings at church. Susan, Bret,
and I helped MaryLu by doing the weekly offering counting (a big thanks coming for that!), and
many of us helped with worship services.
Bob said in one of our first meetings via Zoom to, “simply put our trust in God,” and he was
absolutely correct. Finances quickly became a worry for us, planning on how we were going to
pay staff, make our monthly payments for the building, and even simply pay our utility bills. I do
not know of a time when our congregation has stepped up more than you did during this time.
Thank you again and again, and probably again once more, for the giving that we have received
this year. It has not only allowed us to keep our lights on, but we were able to start tackling some
of the technology issues at church that have been neglected and have proven to be needs of high
priority.
MaryLu, I do not know what acclaim I can bestow on you that shows exactly how grateful we
are for everything you have done for the church this year. If nothing else, the effort you put forth
for when we applied for the PPP loan to keep our staff employed, and again when we applied for
the forgiveness program, you deserve every bit of praise coming your way.
This past year was difficult, there is no doubt about that, but through the trials and tribulations I
truly believe Our Savior’s became a better church. Thank you for believing in me to lead our
congregation for this year, and I look forward to hopefully a less chaotic 2021.
God Bless,
Joey Warta
OSLC Council President
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In the Old Testament, Ezra’s third chapter tells the story of God’s people beginning to rebuild
after the deep losses of a time of exile in Babylon. We have been living through a much less
damaging pandemic but it has made this text one of my favorites for this year because it names
both the grief and the joy of God’s people.
10

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments
were stationed to praise the Lord with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with
cymbals, according to the directions of King David of Israel; 11 and they sang responsively,
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever
toward Israel.”
And all the people responded with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of
families, old people who had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when
they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not
distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping, for the people
shouted so loudly that the sound was heard far away.”
That is the state of my heart as I think back through the journey of the last year. I want to weep
and lament for the ways our lives and communities of faith have been damaged by the virus, by
our own choices, and by the choices of people around us. I want to weep for the lives lost,
friends who have or will leave us, and fears about the uncertainty of the future. I also want to
shout with praise to God for leading us through this season and getting us to this point nearing
the end of our wrestling with this virus. Looking forward I have concerns and fears, but I have a
deeper confidence that trusts God is with us and guiding us through this wilderness. Like God’s
people in troubled times in the past, I trust God will work in the lives of people, congregations,
and synod to grow us stronger and more faithful through this time of struggle.
We will soon need to imagine the reconstruction process after this slow unending disaster. Like
God’s people struggled coming out of the wilderness during the Exodus, we will have our
challenges in what will be a delayed, messy, and likely confusing process of returning to inperson ministry, worship and congregational life that will unfold unevenly in time and across our
synod.
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We have new gifts for this part of our journey that have been developed and discovered. I give
thanks for the muscles grown. We have grown more comfortable discerning and deciding as
God’s people. These skills will bear fruit for decades. I give thanks for the many adjustments and
innovations we have made that will serve the Gospel now and after the virus’ threat has ended.
The learning and capacities will not be lost. I give thanks for the many lay people who have
stepped forward and our ministers, too. Most of us could never imagine we could do what we
have done. We have not gotten everything right, but God has kept leading us, protecting us,
inspiriting us to forgive and to execute new strategies for all forms of ministry – worship, faith
formation, youth ministry, pastoral care, serving our neighbors – to safely navigate this time of
the virus. In the coming days, weeks, months, and years we are called to work together to build a
better “normal” for our lives, families, congregations, communities, and world. It will take faith
and hope. God will inspire us to love, have courage, and practice forgiveness in the coming year.
God’s Spirit inspired our imaginations, called us through a wilderness of challenges and opened
our eyes to revelations in this apocalyptic time. An “apocalypse” is literally “an uncovering.” It
reveals or uncovers our brokenness – personally, communally and in the systems of our shared
life. Yet, there has been an equal or even greater uncovering of our assets, capacity, willingness
to reform our life together for the sake of the Gospel and to protect the most vulnerable in our
communities and congregations. In the coming year congregations and leaders will continue to
be called to…
“Listen to God, each other, ourselves, and the World.
Reconnect with God’s story and God’s faithfulness.
Define the challenges we are facing.
Reframe our expectations and goals.
Cultivate new ways of being the church through spiritual practices and innovation.”
-Luther Seminary Faithful Innovation Project
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I invite you to join me in the balcony and look at our life together as a synod for a bit. It has been
something, this past year. The challenges, growing pains, threats have been many and hard. The
opportunities, learning and transformation have been stunning. Even as we move forward, make
more exciting discoveries, and learn new ways, we also need to be aware of people’s various
emotional and spiritual journeys. In this season of uncertainty, tension, and conflict, we will need
to monitor and pace our plans for the future. We can both plan and move forward, while
attending to the folks who are grieving and struggling with the deep change of the past and
coming days. As I shared in the past, four great questions are:
What is lost? What is left? What is possible?
What will serve the Gospel now?
Most people have been focused on navigating their personal lives, keeping their businesses
going, and living in a reality where we cannot relate to each other in normal ways – both in our
families and our communities. Your synod staff has likewise worked hard to sort out how to do
our work in Zoom and other electronic forms of communications. We have had to develop
capacity and competency using new tools that help us collaborate and sustain the core of your
synod’s functions. Reconciliation ministry has been a place of major investment of energy. At
the same time we have encouraged and sought to grow people to serve in their congregational
roles, some as rostered ministers. We have sought to answer our calling to “equip” by supporting
congregational life. Transitions have been more challenging and needed more attention. Pr. Dee
Pederson and a team of people have encouraged mission through initiatives like our two
churchwide grants, which were deployed to love our neighbors in need and encourage hunger
ministries. Task groups have gathered around themes like faith formation, racial justice
networking, and thinking about “Growing Young” in our congregations in this time. We have
also sought to share information about the virus and best practices from across our synod and
church. I will not list off all the great work of your synod staff team, but I could. I am thankful
for each member of your synod staff and governance.
People often talk about the synod like the synod is your bishop, but I know the truth. It is a team
of committed and caring people who each bring their gifts to our shared-life with a confidence
that “together, by God’s grace, we have all that we need.” This team also includes our council,
deans, conference chair people and conference ministers. The word “synod” means to be on the
road walking together. At the deepest level it includes all the baptized ones who have cared for
siblings in Christ in neighboring congregations and in proclaiming the Good News by what they
have said and done. As I looked through our calendar for the past year thinking of the journey,
deep gratitude washed over me for all the ways God has worked through the faithful to care for
God’s Church and God’s world.
Your synod office is thankful for your ongoing generosity and support. Your support of your
congregation and your larger church has been heroic, noticed and appreciated.
I am remembering and giving thanks to God for 17 years of walking together on the road of faith
and through this chapter of the synod’s history. It has been something. It has been a great
challenge and an amazing privilege to serve in this way.
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We are thankful for the servants who have served your synod in many ways. This year we
particularly want to express gratitude to our whole synod staff and governance system. We will
miss Conference Minister, Pr. Joyce Graue, who retired. I also want to express deep gratitude
and appreciation for the sacrificial love so many lay leaders have shown in this crisis. We all
give thanks for the next generation of people who have and will step forward to serve in and
guide our synod, including someone who will serve as the next bishop.
I am confident the coming election process will not only open space to discern who will serve as
the bishop, but also provoke a deep and meaningful conversation about our synod’s mission field
and what kind of leaders and vision will best serve God in the coming chapter of the
Southwestern Minnesota Synod’s life. We trust we are called into God’s preferred and promised
future, Embracing God’s Mission and Equipping God’s People – Equipping Congregations,
Engaging Leaders, and Enhancing Local and Global Mission.
I invite you all to join me in being available to read scripture daily, pray for God’s guidance in
your life and practice our faith in daily callings in life. I currently am reading a chapter a day in
the New Testament. Yesterday, this text showed up.
“Grace and peace to you. We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in
our prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you.” -1 Thessalonians
A helpful prayer:
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is
infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and
window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and
illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings, and strengthened
dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, p. 76)

It’s hard to avoid cliches such as, “a year like no other” and/or using the word “unprecedented”
when asked to describe anything about 2020. But they are also accurate expressions when we at
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries look back on a year that pushed us in productive and inspiring,
but also painful and exhausting ways.
The bottom line: We feel absolutely blessed to have been given the opportunity to serve God and
others amidst a year that stretched our understanding of call and vocation – while also naming
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that we mourn the loss that comes with the cancellation of traditional programming and
significant financial hardship.
Program Ministry
“How can we be helpful to congregations and families?” That simple question, asked by Mandy
Severtson, our Associate Director back in March, directed the program team’s work this entire
year. And although traditional summer camp ministry was cancelled, numerous program options
were offered to families and congregations at no cost. Below I have provided just a small
sampling of what our program year looked like. It was a fantastic year!
One example of nontraditional programming was, “We are the Church – Together and Apart”, a
virtual VBS curriculum, used by dozens of congregations across the entire country! This full
curriculum provided interactive worship services, crafts, outdoor activities, games, devotions,
and so much more - in a package specifically designed for kids, at home!
Another impactful opportunity to serve was found in the creation of free downloadable “pulpit
supply worships.” The worships are a blend of traditional and camp settings, made available for
use by any congregation in need. Whether used to stay connected with outdoor ministry
traditions or used on a Sunday that additional worship coverage was needed, it is fun to have
such a direct connection with so many people in a world where face to face connections are
difficult.
And lastly, our Dinner Theater was pushed virtual in 2020. When it became apparent that an inperson event was unlikely, staff and volunteers sprang into action to keep the show's tradition
alive. A script was written, we purchased a green screen and other video equipment, the show
was filmed safely in small parts, and editing commenced! And as a final nod to the tradition of
dinner theater, a to-go meal was offered. All said, over 300 meals were served, 110 dozen of
homemade bars sold, and 200 show links were purchased. With donations included,
approximately $30,000 was raised! Or best year ever!
Financial Position
Overall, we are projecting revenue to be down $1.1 million or 65% versus our budget in 2020.
To overcome the deficit, operational expenses were cut, staffing cuts were made, a small amount
of reserve funds were disbursed, we received a PPP Grant, and a special emphasis on fundraising
was made.
As of the writing of this report, our year end financials are not yet finalized, but it is safe to
report that we will finish this financial year in a strong position given the circumstances. We are
so thankful for the gifts we have received from incredibly generous and supportive donors and
congregations. We absolutely wouldn’t be in the position we are, without the generosity of this
wonderful world!
Water’s Edge Campaign
We continue keeping our long-term goals on the forefront of our minds and work plans amidst a
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year full of distractions. Pre-campaign work continues! Master site plans for all three camps are
being honed and we are eager to take designs to the next phase of detail. The process is taking a
bit longer given the circumstances of 2020 and also based on our interest in polish and precision
of idea and concept. We expect to bring our next phase of the campaign to larger audiences in
the Spring of 2021 with hopes that the campaign is formally launched soon after.
2021 Outlook
I authentically believe that Green Lake Lutheran Ministries will be needed like never before in
the year ahead. When we turn the calendar, will we all of a sudden have a full schedule of
retreats? Will summer camp numbers rebound to the 10-year high mark reached in 2019? No and
no. The year ahead isn’t going to be easy! But as this world comes out of isolation, as we
reconnect with those things that make us physically and spiritually healthy, and as we
purposefully seek out community, the brand of faith formation, exploration, and celebration that
happens at summer camp or as part of a retreat at one of our three camps, will be just the thing
that this exhausted and hurt world needs.
Closing
The format of this report doesn’t allow near the space needed to process the entire year nor thank
all that contributed to its success. I have found myself overcome with emotions over a dozen
times this year in response to the kind gestures, profound support, and incredible generosity of
this network. So many congregations shared incredible gifts this year. So many individuals went
above and beyond with their support.
I couldn’t be more confident with the trajectory of this organization and sincerely thank you for
partnering with us this year and far into the future!
Gratefully,
Travis Aufderheide
Executive Director
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries
KIKATITI SECONDARY SCHOOL MISSION ANNUAL REPORT
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At the end of a very difficult year for so many I wanted to share an update with news of activities
at Kikatiti Secondary School in Tanzania. The Coronavirus pandemic certainly hasn’t been
confined to the United States and has impacted Kikatiti Secondary School, too, during 2020. It’s
hard to believe this mission started over 20 years ago in 1999 as a partnership with Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Christ Lutheran Church in Cottonwood, and the Meru Diocese of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and continues to provide educational opportunities for
very poor kids in Africa. 18 members of Our Savior’s and Christ Lutheran made the first trip to
Kikatiti Secondary School in 2000 after an invite from Doug and Linda Dybsetter, former
members of Our Savior’s, who were serving as missionaries in Tanzania at the time. Since that
time, I have returned 6 additional times, often with groups working on projects at the school to
improve the very basic facilities and continue our efforts to raise financial support for student
tuition scholarships, textbooks, food and water. Many members of both churches remain
valuable contributors to these efforts.
The school was ordered closed by the Tanzanian government in mid March of 2020 because of
fears of the virus. It was reopened on June 28th when only about 250 of the previous 475 students
returned to the campus. The reason the number of returning students was so drastically reduced
was because of the severe economic impact the virus caused for the parents of students who now
couldn’t pay the required tuition for their children.
During the shutdown of the school, we created a “food bank” to
provide basic food and drinking water to the families of students,
many of them lacking resources to survive. We were able to send
$10,000 in May for emergency supplies and $20,000 in April to
pay teachers and support staff who had gone without salaries for 3
months. Thankfully, because of strict medical protocols we
developed and implemented at the school, we have avoided having
the virus spread.
With a commitment that we wanted all kids to be able to come
back to finish their academic year (it ended in mid December)
even if they could not pay tuition, about 430 kids were able to
finish the year. We are hopeful the advent of an effective vaccine
will help the Tanzanian economy improve to allow all students to
return for the next academic year which starts in mid January.
With the amazing support of members of Our Savior’s, Christ Lutheran and many others who
believe in our mission, we were able to send $165,000 to the school during 2020 to provide
operating funds and basic food and water needs! This was an accomplishment I didn’t think was
possible, but with a tremendous individual gift, plus many other generous donations from many
of you, it happened. We continue our work with critical projects including installing
revolutionary water purification equipment to remove dangerous natural excess fluoride from the
school’s well, developing an underground infrastructure with over ½ mile of new buried pipeline
distributing water to multiple buildings, and constructed 19 showers for student dormitories and
teacher housing which were never available for bathing before.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

27

2020 Annual Report
Kikatiti Secondary School Report, continued

Our work continues thanks to many of
you. The needs for support remain
great, but this mission has changed
thousands of lives for the better in the
past 20 years. I am always looking for
others who would like to get involved
in any capacity and would welcome
your questions. Even though I no
longer live in New Ulm (now Spicer,
Minnesota), Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church is dear and near to my heart.
Duane and Diane Lambrecht at Our
Savior’s can also answer many of your
questions.
Thank you so very much for caring!
Bill Koeckeritz
Kikatiti Secondary School Mission Coordinator
bill@krhomes.com
507-276-2211
P.O. Box 742, Spicer, Minnesota 56288

Ministry Team Reports
ADULT MINISTRY TEAM
Members: Pastor Dave, Ann Anderson, Sheri Dittrich-Reinhart, Kathy Hopf, Katie Krenz,
Lindsay Medina
The Adult Ministry Team has been working on creative ways to provide spiritual growth and
fellowship for our members during this unpredictable year.
Many of our team meetings included brainstorming sessions that produced great ideas, but many
had to be postponed or are still on hold due to gathering restrictions.
At the beginning of 2020, we started a study that was well received on World Religions. We
also launched ‘Faith and Books’ and were able to meet before in person gatherings were put on
hold.
The Adult Ministry Team has been working on sending hand written notes to members of our
congregation. This has been an on-going process to try to reach as many of our members as
possible.
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Thanks to our wonderful Pastors, there were bible studies offered on Zoom in lieu of in-person
studies. This gave small groups the opportunity to gather virtually for study and fellowship.
In October, our team hosted Trunk or Treat in the church parking lot with volunteers from our
congregation. The event was open to the public as an opportunity to do some socially-distanced
trick-or-treating. We had a wonderful turn out of families from throughout our community.
At our October meeting we decided to hold a racism study to begin in November and continue
into January, with a break in December. Some of the study sessions were able to be held in
person, but were changed to virtual sessions due to indoor meeting restrictions. This was a very
interesting study that resulted in some wonderful conversation.
Our Savior’s members are encouraged to contact the Adult Ministry Team with ideas for future
Adult Ministry activities.
Respectfully submitted by,
Sheri Dittrich-Reinhart
on behalf of the Adult Ministry Team

DEACONS MINISTRY TEAM
2020 Deacons: Judy Ganske, Alyssa Nissen, Linda Postel, Pam Riebe, Melissa Sunderman, and
Kari Zupfer
As this year has progressed, so have the challenges of being a Deacon! We started this year with
the Deacons filling all the Communion Trays for every service and assisting the Pastors in
serving the wine and bread to our congregation, as well as the clean up after each service. And
then as we all know, things changed and we weren’t able to worship together. When the OSLC
Health Team gave the ok to start having Communion, the Deacons helped with laying out the
purchased pre-filled communion cups in the Social Hall so that the Congregation could safely
take their wafer and wine with them as they left. To be cost efficient, the Deacons then started
making our own Communion packets which took some time and forethought. It was hard to
know how many and how long would the ‘home-made’ cups would last. The decision was made
to go back to the pre-packaged communion cups.
This year has been full of changes and uncertainty. OSLC has followed the advice of our
appointed Health Team, doing our best to keep people safe. So with every change, the Deacons
have done their best to serve our congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
Shannon Stuckey
on behalf of the Deacons Ministry Team
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FACILITIES & GROUNDS MINISTRY TEAM
Listed below are repairs and improvements made throughout the year, as well as items in need of
attention.
1. We are continuing to deal with roof leaks, the most recent being in the hallway outside of
Shannon’s office, the choir room, and the seating area near the church offices and
nursery. Three large sections of the roof were fixed in 2019, but the new leaks were in
different locations. The contractor who did the repairs came out and placed patches on
the newest leak. We have entered into a roofing maintenance agreement with Midwest
Roofing, LLC.
2. Damaged ceiling tiles have been replaced following repairs of the roof.
3. During a major storm over the summer, a leak was discovered in the upper west-facing
windows of the Social Hall. Repairs were made around the windows.
4. We are in the process of converting our existing light fixtures from fluorescent to LED
bulbs as old bulbs and ballasts burn out.
5. The floors in the bathrooms by the Bride’s Room, Kitchen, Choir Loft, and Tree House
Preschool downstairs have been stripped and resealed.
6. Exterior landscaping was trimmed this summer, including removing old shrubs/bushes,
trimming of healthy shrubs, and planting hydrangeas and hostas.
7. During the closure of the church in the spring due to COVID, all of the carpeted areas of
the church received a carpet cleaning, and walls were repainted in the bathrooms and
other areas downstairs as needed. Outside curbs were also repainted.
8. Cleaning and disinfecting of the building have impacted my job duties since the arrival of
COVID-19, including sanitizing pews/chairs/tables following each use, and more
stringent daily cleaning procedures for Tree House Preschool.
9. We continue to discuss the need for a part time custodian position to cover for me when
on vacation or otherwise needing time off. Volunteers could cover some of the need, but
not all of my tasks.
Respectfully Submitted,
Scott Kathman, Facilities Manager

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM
The Children’s Ministry Team has had a different year! Our team consisted of 5 members:
Ashley Hendricksen-Rasche, Laura Leighty, Jackie Rieke, and Danielle Sharits and Bobbie
Teske, in addition to staff member Lindsay Medina, Education Ministry Coordinator.
The Children’s Ministry team was excited to host the VBS Fun shop for a third year in March.
Unfortunately, with the pandemic, this event was called off. We also ultimately had to cancel
VBS in 2020 as well. We decided there was no way to safely gather children during these
uncertain times. We had discussed alternative VBS options, family evening activities, movies, art
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activities, pool outings. But with the continued rising COVID cases in our area, we decided to
error on the side of caution and not proceed with these events.
Summer camp at Green Lake was canceled for us, so our summer was very quiet. We continued
to brain storm for fall. We stayed cautiously optimistic that we would be able to start our Sunday
school year as normal. Unfortunately, this did not happen so we purchased family faith at home
curriculum for our 2020 Sunday school year. We prepared kits for each of our families (111).
These kits included the first packet of weekly talk sheets, Grandparent activities, a Yay God!
Journals and a fun pen! For our younger families we included a few Pre-K activity sheets! These
packets were distributed after worship, during drive thru pick-up times and packets left over
were delivered to families’ homes. We prepared our second packet of material that was
distributed in the same way in the middle of October. We ended our year with a third packet that
was included with our Advent Festival Activities.
On October 30th, we hosted a socially distanced Trunk or Treat for our church families. We had
an amazing turn out! We served almost 100 kids and had 10 decorated trunks and lots and lots of
Halloween goodies! This was a wonderful way to see our OSLC kids in a safe way and host a
Halloween event that the kids love so much. We are already looking at ways to improve this
event in the years to come.
Due to COVID we had to change our annual Advent Festival. We began planning for an inperson event to be held on November 29th. We invited families to join us at designated times,
preregister and stay socially distant. We planned on setting up a table for each family, this table
would have all of their crafts and supplies pre-sorted, to eliminate contamination and keep
people socially distant. Unfortunately, this too had to be canceled due to COVID. Therefore, we
ended up preparing Advent kits for each of our families (111). These kits included multiple ageappropriate crafts for families to do at home, advent calendars, treats and goodies. We also
included the last curriculum packet for 2020 in these kits as well. Families picked up kits at
church, kits left at the church were delivered to families’ homes.
Our 2020 Christmas program was done virtually this year. We weren’t sure how it would turn
out…but it was a hit! We used a program that was designed to be done virtually. Lines were split
up and distributed to families. Families were asked to record their scenes and send them to
Lindsay. We also asked for kids to sing solos, play piano and our little kids to sing “Happy
Birthday” to Jesus. The video clips were edited together and the final video was shown during
worship and on Facebook. Although it was quite different that we are used to, the story of the
Nativity was just as meaningful and warmed the hearts of so many.
We pray that 2021 will allow us to meet in person again! If you have any ideas you would like to
share or would like to help with, please feel free to reach out to our team.
Sincerely,
Lindsay Medina
on behalf of Children’s Ministry
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY TEAM
2020 Members: Gene & Annette Haynes, Garry & Brenda Paulson, Randy & Jennifer Hauth,
Cheryl Gulden, Paul & Jennifer Lang, Doug & Sara Hoffmann, Rae & Kathy Runck, Bonnie
Mangen, Candy Roiger, Kitty & Alan Rader, Ann Iverson & Lee Hale
A look back on our activities and projects for this Covid year – we’d like to say what our normal
year should look like:
• Attend monthly meeting and monthly pre-council meetings;
• Help raise money for chosen events;
• Create and Deliver things to shut-ins;
• Serve Lenten Supper;
• Serve Wednesday Supper;
• Donate money from our funds to special fund or funds as needed;
• Rally Sunday
In the Spring, the Fellowship Team purchased cupcakes and helped deliver them to graduating
High School Seniors. Members of the team also helped write cards to the congregation.
Fellowship Team was blessed to have an extra couple join our team. We have a great group of
people on our team, with their dedication and commitment. We are open to other ideas or
suggestions for the team, and are willing to try to help out other teams at OSLC.
The Fellowship Ministry Team lost a valued member this year, Randy Hauth. He loved serving
OSLC in many ways, and he will be missed.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Hauth, Board Chair

MISSIONS MINISTRY TEAM
The Board of Mission consists of these members: Marlene Ingebritson, Karol Lieb, Kris Zetah,
Ginny Walters, Pastor Kathy, and Darlene Meier. We meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at
6:00 PM. Our council Rep. is Marlene Ingebritson.
Even though it has been a very challenging year to meet or plan anything with the Pandemic, we
have been able to accomplish a few things on the Board of Missions.
In February 2020, nine members of OSLC, plus one person from California, traveled to
Brownsville, Texas and Matamoros, Mexico. They traveled through the organization Border
Perspectives, and stayed a week to help and learn about refugees coming in from Central
America. The Mission Board, with the help of OSLC donations and the Noisy Offering, helped
support their trip. They were very appreciative of the help they received, and learned so much
about the immigrants and the help that was given them along the border. We were able to give
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$1,500 to Border Perspectives, plus $400.00 to an orphanage in Mexico. The trip was a very
worthwhile experience for all of them!
The Mission Board also helps keep the Food Library in the front of the church by the curb full. It
has been used quite a bit this winter. It is a great outreach to our community and the people
among us who are hungry. As Mission Board members, we each take different months and keep
it stocked. If anyone wants to donate food, you can drop off by the church office. We can take
care of stocking it when it runs low. Thank You!
Also this year we have been able to continue with our Noisy Offerings. Some months of course
were a little more challenging when we were not meeting together. This last year our noisy
offerings went to:
January - Border Perspectives; February - 1st choice pregnancy in New Ulm; March New Ulm Food Shelf; April - SWMN Synod; May - Lutheran Disaster Response; June Green Lake Bible Camp; July- Our Food Library; August - Back to school projects;
September - Food Library, October - Lutheran Disaster Response; November - New Ulm
Food Shelf (we also collected food at church to bring to the Food Shelf during the month
of November); December - The Salvation Army. January 2021 will go to Laundry Love
in New Ulm, which helps people pay for their laundry needs.
We were also able to give $300.00 to Coats for Kids project. We helped with a need at the
schools in town - they have students that need to take showers at school and also do their laundry
there. We were able to use $275.00 to purchase laundry and hygiene products to donate to the
New Ulm High School. And $500.00 was donated to the New Ulm Area Emergency Food Shelf.
We want to thank the congregation for your prayers and continued support of the Missions at
OSLC. We are praying that we can reconnect with our congregation, town, and world very soon
in 2021. We are hoping to plan another adult Mission Trip in 2021, and also a multigenerational
Mission Trip has shown interest. We hope to have a couple speakers come and talk about their
ministries from the NUMAS Haus and Southern Minnesota Crisis Nursery in New Ulm.
Gods Blessings and Peace to you all in 2021,
Darlene Meier
on behalf of the Mission Team

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM
Greetings,
This past year has been unlike any other. Our team had many things planned that ended up
getting cancelled. But we did have some fun this year and did some fundraising too.
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In May/June we had our Basket Action part 1, raising over $800. We also worked on getting the
youth to follow us on Social Media. At our July meeting we talked about Confirmation/Youth
Group, and came up with 2 different plans. The 3 plans were/are 1. Normal in person 2. All
online, and 3. Hybrid. We planned to go in person and change our plan as needed. We based this
decision on what the statement from the Governor on July 27th and what the schools were going
to do. In August we found out the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis (that we
were planning on going to in the summer of 2021) is postponed till the summer of 2022. And we
had to postpone this past summer's trip to the Boundary Waters till the summer of 2021.
During the second half of the year, we had fun with our Flamingo Fundraiser, raising over
$1500. Confirmation started up in person on September 23rd, but we can’t meet in a large group.
Confirmation had good attendances in September through December. The last 2 weeks of
Confirmation before Christmas had to be online. But in January Confirmation started again in
person. In November/December we had the Basket Action part 2, raising over $500.
We are blessed to have the support from his church and continue to be grateful to have the
opportunity to serve God, our church, and the children who are our future!
Sincerely,
Becca Warta
On behalf of the Youth Ministry Team
WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A. OF OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Board members:

Susie Hoban, Mavis Jones, Betty Sauers, Marge Schmidt, Char Webster,
Barb Wurtzberger, and Marlys Zetah

This was an abnormal year with the global pandemic, but women of the church kept the faith and
continued to center ourselves on God’s grace as he is always by our side.
January and February were quite routine with monthly quilting, bible studies, and board
meetings. Then everything stopped. All programs, gatherings, conferences, studies and our
bazaar were cancelled.
With social distancing and safety practices in place, a few women were able to complete and gift
twenty-two senior quilts to our graduating seniors. Other projects completed during 2020 were:
Thirty-nine quilts and twenty-one baby care kits were taken to Lutheran World Relief. From
there they will be distributed to anywhere in the world where there is a need. Thirty-four baby
care kits have been assembled and are ready for delivery. Many women are now sewing quilts
tops at home so we will have many to put together when we resume meeting.
After cancelling our bazaar, which has usually donated those funds taken in to many different
charities, we asked our women for monetary donations. One thousand dollars was received and
distributed to the following: Brown County Services, NUMAS Haus, Living Meadows Auxiliary
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(formerly Luther Memorial Home in Madelia), Green Lake Bible Camp Camperships, Kikatiti
Sponsor a Child, Kikatiti Water Angels, and Operation Concern.
Our final donation of 2020 was sent to the ELCA Thankoffering in Chicago, where they will use
it in many ways where there is need. This amount was three hundred dollars.
The monthly women’s “Gather” magazine has been beneficial in these lonely times. Prayer and
devotion will get us through these difficult times. God sees and cares. We also thank Ted and
Betty Sauers for transporting our Lutheran World Relief items to St. Paul.
Submitted by: Susie Hoban and Marlys Zetah

WELCA FINANCIAL REPORT - 2020
Starting Balance

$ 1,176.68

Income
Funerals
Blue Envelopes
Bazaar
Circle Offerings
Miscellaneous
Total Income

$

300.00
110.00
1,193.00
198.00
0.14
$ 1,801.14

Expenses
Transfer to Savings
Funerals
Blue Envelopes
Donations (Benevolence)
Total Expense

75.00
150.00
865.00
1,000.00

Bank Balance at 12/31/2019

2,090.00
887.82
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2020 was a year full of difficult tasks and new challenges, but it also brought us so much to be
thankful for. We started 2020 by labeling it as a year of “opportunities and growth”. Thanks to
our congregation’s generosity, and incredible work from our staff, our 2020 financial goals were
successful.
In 2020, we covered all of our day-to-day expenses. We were also able to meet our benevolence
commitments to their entirety. We look forward to our continued financial blessings through
2021.
We would like to take this time to thank our entire staff at Our Savior’s. Every single staff
member made significant sacrifices that helped contribute to our 2020 success. A special thank
you to Scott Kathman and MaryLu Anderson. Scott does a fantastic job of using limited
resources to make our building a functional, welcoming place. MaryLu keeps track of the day-today accounting and numbers, and she has been tremendous to work with. We cannot say “Thank
you” enough to our staff.
Lastly, we would like to thank the congregation. Thank you for your continued, faithful support
of Our Saviors. Whether you have donated your money, your time, or your God-given abilities,
we thank you!
Bret Johnson
Treasurer & Finance Team

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Members: Pat Lang, Ken Varland, Joey Warta, Julie Carroll, Pastor Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner
The Personnel Committee oversees human resource policies and practices for the congregation.
The following excerpt from the Manual defines the role of Personnel Committee:
Role of Personnel Committee: The Personnel Committee of OSLC works with the Senior
Pastor in establishing goals, objectives, and evaluations for personnel. Personnel management
recommendations regarding personnel policies, hiring, wages, promotion and termination are
made to the Church Council by the Personnel Committee. The Personnel Committee serves as
the human resource team for evaluation of employees and as an advisory board to the Church
Council in developing Personnel Policies. The Personnel Committee shall review all Personnel
Policies at least every other year and Committee shall conduct a review of each staff person at
least once per year.
Following is a summary of items addressed by the Personnel Committee in 2020:
Staffing updates:
o Performed staff evaluations for all staff
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o Adult Choir Director: Reviewed and adjusted salary due to changes in role due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
o Church Business Administrator: Reviewed job description and hours/week.
o Reviewed information provided by Synod and made recommendation to Finance
Committee regarding salary and budgeting for 2021.
Please contact any of the committee members if you have questions about personnel at Our
Savior’s. Due to the nature of the discussions, notes of the meetings are considered
confidential.

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE
Committee membership: Charlie Bornhoft, Linda Heine, Duane Lambrecht, Darlene Meier,
Harold Remme, Marlys Zetah.
Endowment Committee set aside $5,000.00 to be available for the grant application process.
$3,000.00 of Endowment funding was approved for upgrading church computers and the church
networking system. There also was a $500 registration fee grant for attending the Watonwan
River Fall Conference.
The investment income was $3,204.02 or about a 4 percent average increase. The September 30
fund balance was $115,066.88.
Respectfully submitted by Harold Remme
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Building Fund
Statement of Activities
For the Years Ended December 31, 2019 and 2020

2019
Contributions
Contributions & Memorials
Debt Reduction Contributions

2020

$ 56,371.00
81,471.05

$

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Payments
Debt Reduction Payment
Interest Expense
Principal

137,842.05

64,305.30

80,713.05
20,435.74
54,531.38

13,986.08
32,938.72

TOTAL PAYMENTS
NET REVENUES (EXPENSES)

64,305.30
-

155,680.17

46,924.80

$ (17,838.12)

$

17,380.50

BUILDING FUND DETAIL
BUILDING SAVINGS:
Frandsen Bank
Mission Investment Fund
TOTAL
BUILDING LOAN:
Monthly Payment
Interest Rate (APR)
Mortgage Balance 12/31

Dec. 31, 2020
$ 32,143.66
28,167.65
$

4,480.89
4.750%
2019
$ 384,932.08

60,311.31

$

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

2020
$ 351,993.36

38

2020 Annual Report
Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2020
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
1060-1 Checking - General
1060-2 Checking- Restricted Funds ***
1060-3 Checking- Building Fund Accounts
Mission Investment Fund Checking
Frandsen Loan Fund

114,943.44
55,521.78
28,167.65
32,143.66
60,311.31
230,776.53

Total Cash Balance
1076 Kikatiti - Frandsen
1085 Malm Scholarship Fund
1077 ELCA Endowment Fund
1090 Stifel Nicolaus
Total Bank Accounts
Fixed Assets
1510 Land
1520 Church Building
1580 Church Equipment
1590 Office Equipment
Total Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
2100 Credit Card
2320 Fica & Federal W/H
2330 State Withholding
2353 Insurance Withholding
2354-6 Pretax Withholding
4060 Special Funds - Restricted for Specific Use
4060-54 Malm Scholarship
4060-03 Kikatiti
Total Current Liabilities

$

232,010.07
1,487.40
115,066.88
237.49
579,578.37

$

46,696.05
2,608,614.63
167,961.91
53,091.65
2,876,364.24

$

3,455,942.61

$

125.31
1,940.68
361.53
(83.17)
(257.06)
55,497.56
1,487.40
230,971.67
290,043.92

$

351,993.36
351,993.36

See detail ***

Long Term Liabilities
7600 Mortgage - Building
Total Long Term Liabilities
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Total Liabilities

$

EQUITY
3610 Fund Balance

642,037.28

2,702,193.08

Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

$
$

111,712.25
2,813,905.33
3,455,942.61

Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Detail of Restricted Funds
As of December 31, 2020
4060 Restricted Funds
*** These funds are held as Restricted
4060-01 World Hunger

1,133.88

4060-05 Sound/Video System

2,789.06

4060-06 Youth Ministry

22,835.14

4060-07 Music Ministry

553.49

4060-08 Operation Concern

509.85

4060-09 OSLC Ministries

11,856.97

4060-18 Flowers/Décor

576.23

4060-19 Missions Ministry

2,622.65

4060-20 WELCA Funeral Funds

4,407.81

4060-26 Children's Ministry

2,097.34

4060-27 Holy Grounds

984.56

4060-30 Endowment Grant Funding

4,738.47

4060-35 Facility Repairs
4060-36 Debt Reduction
4060-40 Adult Ministry

392.11

Total 4060 Restricted Funds

$ 55,497.56

Restricted Funds must be used solely for the purpose as designated by the giver.
Our Savior's encourages that any new gifts be added to those funds already in use.
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2021 OSLC Proposed Budget
Proposed

Actual

2020

2021

Jan - Dec 20

Budget

Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
4020 · Offering Revenue
4039 · Memorials

450,681

442,088

447,000

2,415

1,000

1,000

4050 · Interest Income
4050-1 · General Interest

335

350

4050-2 · Bldg Fund Interest

293

300

4050-3 · Kikatiti Ck Interest

114

110

1,449
3,204

1,656

4050-4 · Kikatiti Trust Interest
4050-5 · Endowment Fund Interest

0

500

3,662
-

Total 4050 · Interest Income

5,396

500

6,078

4070 · Rent Income

5,293

6,800

4,660

30

100

4050 · Interest Income - Other

4072 · Misc Income
4073 · Funeral/Wedding Services
Stimulus Paycheck Protection Program
Total Income

350
54,707
518,871

450,488

458,738

Expense
6000 · Benevolences
6000-01 · SW MN Synod ELCA

15,000

15,000

15,000

6000-04 · Green Lake Bible Camp

3,200

500

3,200

6000-06 · Lutheran Social Service

500

500

500

18,700

16,000

18,700

6210a · Salary - Sr Pastor

47,831

47,831

49,634

6210b · Housing Allowance - Sr Pastor

14,349

14,349

14,890

6210c · Pension & Health - Sr. Pastor

25,705

25,940

26,679

4,757

4,757

4,936

92,642

92,877

96,139

6220a · Salary - Assoc Pastor

35,745

35,856

38,343

6220b · Housing Allowance-Assoc Pastor

16,270

16,270

16,270

6220c · Pension & Health-Assoc. Pastor

23,876

24,073

25,809

Total 6000 · Benevolences
6200 · Church Staff
6210 · Senior Pastor

6210e · SS Allowance - Sr Pastor
Total 6210 · Senior Pastor
6220 · Associate Pastor

6220e · SS Allowance-Assoc Pastor
Total 6220 · Associate Pastor
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80,187
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6230 · Director of Music Ministry

32,611

39,473

39,986

6240 · Education Ministry Coord

14,470

18,898

19,144

6250 · Custodian

43,170

42,317

42,867

6260 · Office Manager

22,992

24,384

24,701

6270 · Church Business Administrator

11,663

17,963

17,680

2,985

2,985

4,311

5,400

5,470

550

1,000

500

4,861

6,400

5,970

305,265

325,484

331,087

127

750

750

6280 · Interim
6290 · Musicians
6290a · Adult Choir Director
6290c · Saturday and Sunday Musicians
Total 6290 · Musicians
Total 6200 · Church Staff
6201 · Other Church Staff Exp
6210f · Continuing Ed - Sr Pastor
6220f · Continuing Ed-Assoc Pastor

339

750

750

6417 · Employer FICA

9,467

11,355

11,463

6418 · Employer Share Hlth Ins

7,390

7,500

8,092

6485 · Conventions & Conferences

60

2,000

2,000

6487 · Staff Development

89

500

500

6492 · Workers Comp

2,844

3,394

2,911

6750-01 · Mileage - Senior Pastor

344

1,500

1,000

6750-02 · Mileage - Assoc. Pastor

0

500

500

6925 · Accounting Services

1,271

1,600

1,452

Total 6201 · Other Church Staff Exp

21,930

29,849

29,418

189

1,000

4,000

6500-03 · Custodial & Building Supplies

5,676

4,500

5,500

6500-04 · Insurance - Bldg Policy

7,691

8,615

6,563

6500-05 · Contracted Maintenance Expense

6,261

10,000

8,500

18,226

21,730

22,000

38,042

45,845

46,563

6500-06 · Telephone and Internet

5,046

4,500

5,000

6550-01 · Copier Lease & Copying Costs

4,236

4,600

4,420

738

1,000

1,000

6550-03 · Office Supplies

2,768

3,300

3,000

6550-04 · Postage

2,769

2,500

2,500

591

50

600

6500 · Facilities Expense
6500-01 · Church Repairs & Improvements

6500-08 · Utilities
Total 6500 · Facilities Expense
6550 · Office Expenses

6550-02 · Office Equipment & Maintenance

6550-05 · Bank Fees
6550-06 · Background Checks

96

100

100

6600-02 · Vanco Services Fees

1,558

1,200

1,500

969

500

500

18,771

17,750

18,620

6600-07 · Public Outreach
Total 6550 · Office Expenses
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6600 · Worship Expense
6201-08 · Ministry and Outreach
6600-01 · Offering Envelopes

637

400

400

991

1,200

1,000

1,643

1,800

1,000

3,270

3,400

2,400

670001d · Youth General Expenses

890

2,450

2,450

670001e · Confirmation Curriculum

435

550

400

1,325

3,000

2,850

627

200

500

6600-04 · Literature & Resources
Total 6600 · Worship Expense
6700 · Ministry Expenses
6700-01 · Youth Ministry

Total 6700-01 · Youth Ministry
6700-02 · Children's Ministry
670002a · Sunday School Expenses
670002b · VBS expense

0

500

500

28

900

500

1,854

1,500

1,500

0

60

150

2,509

3,160

3,150

670003a · Repairs, Supplies & Equpment

951

1,500

1,300

670003b · Choral Music

206

500

600

0

50

670002c · Children's Ministry Activities
670002e · Milestone Expense
67002h · First Communion Curriculum
Total 6700-02 · Children's Ministry
6700-03 · Music Ministry expense

670003c · Other Choir Expenses
670003e · Choir Faith & Fun

463

1,200

1,200

1,153

1,100

1,100

2,773

4,350

4,200

6600-03 · Communion Supplies

582

500

500

6600-06 · Candles / Decorations / Flowers

237

300

300

670003f · Subscriptions, Copyrights
Total 6700-03 · Music Ministry expense
6700-06 · Deacons Ministry

6600-09 · New Member Expense
Total 6700-06 · Deacons Ministry

20

200

839

800

6700-13 · Church Council

43

500

250

6700-14 · Adult Ministry

56

350

250

7,546

12,160

11,950

413,524

450,488

458,738

105,347

0

(0)

6700-07 Missions Ministry

Total 6700 · Ministry Expenses
Total Expense

Net Ordinary Income

1,000
250

Other Income
4080 · Building Fund Contributions
4080-01 · Building Fund Memorial
4080 · Building Fund Contributions - Other
Total 4080 · Building Fund Contributions
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750
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75,000
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64,305

75,750

55,000
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7000 · Mkt Value Adj - Endowment Fund
Total Other Income

16,920
81,226

75,750

55,000

6080 · Building Principal Expense

32,939

60,000

36,800

6081 · Interest Expense-Bldg

16,735

15,750

17,400

Other Expense

6082 · Special Assessment Expense
99999 · Mkt Value Adj - Endowment
Total Other Expense

Net Other Income
Net Income
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794

800

24,393

-

74,861

75,750

55,000

6,365

0

-

111,712

0

(0)
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Dear friends in Christ,
This year has been a challenging one! The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the church and
society. We have had to shift the ways we engage in ministry from a focus on in-person worship
and meetings to livestream worship, virtual meetings and gatherings in the parking lot. We have
had to shift to teaching children at home and working from home. We have not been able to
travel to see friends or relatives or to celebrate life events. This has also been a time to address
economic and social justice issues, to shift our thinking and our way of life.
In times such as this, our baptism in Christ makes a difference and makes us different. Like
Christians before us, we recall that God is faithful to God’s promises and God’s people. We see
that God enables us to connect with one another even when we are separated. Shifts in the world
invite us to be innovative in how we do God’s work and reach out to all ages in making disciples.
We see that God is at work not only in our buildings but beyond them as well. We have found
new ways to serve our neighbors and reach those in need.
As we experience this time of uncertainty, we sense something new emerging. In many places
there are new strategies and renewed energy for ministry, often generated by emerging leaders.
We have developed a framework to build on, and now is the time to engage in hard work
together. As you do in your congregation, we want our collaborative efforts to be both faithfully
thoughtful and sustainable. We want to build up the body of Christ today and for the future.
Looking across the church, I am grateful for your generous giving of time, talents and resources.
Yes, God does continue to bless us! God will
provide both relief from life’s struggles and
hope for a stronger church, God’s church. We
do not need to know how the future will
unfold. As members in the body of Christ, we
need only trust that God is with us and will
provide.
Building up the body of Christ together,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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